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PREFACE. 



WHE^T an Author begins to torite a Pre^ 
face» it is generaUy with a view qf apolo^ 
gizing for the defects of a Jtrst work, or 
for repeated intrusions on the publie ; but 
as this is not my first produetion, the^or^ 
mer eannot be my design, nor is the latter 
in the least my intention. Those who read 
ruyoels and romanees, do it, I imagine, ra^ 
therfor their own amusement, than from 
any eompliment to the authors of them ; 
and thoughthenames ofSMiTir, Burney, 
Ratcliffs, or Robinson, being prefixed 
to a work, may induee many persons to 
tum over those pages that they otherwise 
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would not^ yet it will most eommonly be 
found to arist from a fe(xr of their taste 
being impeaehed^ if WALsiNOHAMy Ola- 
RENTiNEy &c. were unknown to them, than 
from any other motive. Villasantelle 
must therefore take his ehanee in the world 
into whieh I am about to usher him ; and 
may the errors of his histprian be treated 
with the same lenity that his have been in 
these pages. They are alike those ofyouth, 
and an imagination perhaps ill regulated, 
. but notj Ihope, those ofprinciple or inten" 
tion. 

/ wish, however, to excme myselffrom 
a eharge of plagiarisiHy ihat I doubt not 
will be brought against me, from the simi^ 
larity of eharaeter and eireumstanees of 
one female personage of my drama to the 
Miss BuRGBALL, of the ineomparable 
SiDNEY BiDBULPH. But,^ however I 
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may admire the writMgs of Mrs. S^rs^ 
MiDANy I should not eertainly wish to pU^ 
fer that part of it whieh pleases me the 
least; and any persmi who will take the 
tr^nMe qf iti^oesiigaiiHg the maitei\ wiU 
see that I have not done so. Yet, as it wiU^ 
I dare say, he ihought an unreasonable 
request to a Xovel Reader, 1 shalljust hint 
that Falkland was not the sedueer of 
Miss Burchall: he took no pains to 
gain her qffections^ or peroert her prin- 
eiples ; and was, surely, for an error that 
eould seareely be edlled a voluntary one, 
too severely punished, in the bittemess of 
that fate, whieh to a man of any delieaey 
or honour, is the most drea4ftd of aU 
others. Between Sir George Biddulph 
and ViLLASANTELLE, no paraUel ean, I 
think, be drawn: I onlyfearthat thefauU 
into whieh both were drawn, by an artful 
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woman, is so eommon in l(fe, that it wiU 
he esteemed unworthy of the dignity of a 
Romanee ; under whieh title, howeoer, the 
Memoirs of V%llasantette, or the Gurious 
Impertinent, i$ presented to the Eneou^ 
ragers of Invention. 



By 



Their mo$t obedient Seroant, 



as. 



VILLASANTELLE. 



HeNRTQU£Z dc Yillasantelle, theonly 
son of the Count de Yillasantelle^ vras a 
natiye of the eity of Sevi]le, where he re- 
sided^ 'with his parents and a sister two 
years oJder than himsel^ till he had attain- 
ed the age when the young men of Spain 
are in general sent to Salamanea^ or some 
other of the uniyersities. 

It was then^ that Heuriquez aeeepted 
the inyitation of the Marquis Gambusea^ 
(who had lately married his sister) to ae- 
eompany them to the mansion of tbat noble- 
man, in the territory of the republie of 
Venice, there to pass the time that must 
interyene before he eommeneed his studies 
at Salamanea. 
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To the Majrquis, a man in middle ag6^ 
sensible and penetrating^ fond of deyelop- 
ing ebaraeters ( partieularly in people at an 
early time of life, when the unrestrained 
emotions of the heart^ and sallies of the 
imagination, and the propensities inherent 
in the mind^ devoid of all eonstraint from 
the watchful prudenee of worldly eaution^ 
giye an energy to the eharaeter and senti- 
ments that at a later period of life is too 
often lost in the apathy attending palled 
enjoyment, and the wary reserve of a mind 
inured to frequent disappointment^ ) the 
young Henriquez proved a uniform sub- 
ject for observation, study, and almost 
eonstant admiration. His disposition ar- 
dent and liery, yet traetable when treated 
with reasonable indulgenee ; his imagina- 
tion lively, yiyid, ready to receive every 
impression^ yet aeeompanied by a strength 
of mind that led him dosely to investigate 
their truth, and willing to abandon them 
the moment he beeame sensible of their 
fallacy ; his eonduet and opinions were fre- 
quently wrong, but error was never per- 
Bisted in^. nor its adoption defended« 
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Witti an^ uaderstanding uneommonly 
aeiite, and a jadgnient aboye his years^ tbe 
warmth of his passions* and his heart often 
led him into dangers and difficulties^ from 
whieh his sense and eourage eould seareely 
extricate him« 

His person^ (though he was not yet 
twenty'OD^) was manly and digniSed, and 
in his intelligent eountenanee were seen 
sueh marked traits of gaiety and sweetness 
as rendered the regularity of his features 
little attended to. 

Duriug their journey through Spain^ 
Henriquez, (in whose eharaeter euriosity 
the most boundIess> though neyer obtru- 
siye or impertinent^ was one of the most 
striking traits,] was partieularly inquisitive 
on the subject, the manners^ and eustoms 
of the eountry they were about to enter ; 
and as the Marquis with simplieity and 
truth deseribed them^ his remarks were 
sueh as at onee to eharm and astonish that 
nobleman. 

Henrique^ aboye th^ meanness of na* 
tionallity^ aud with a mind fond of noyelty, 
quick inits deeisions^ and ardent in the 

B 3 
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pursuit of iDformation^ freely deelared his 
sentiments upon what he heard* Pride> 
jealousy^ and revenge were too mueh the 
eharaeteristies of his own eountrymen for 
them to excite mueh surprise on findingf 
them also prevalent amongst the Italians ; 
but to the aeeount of their superior aeti- 
vity in the pursuit of seienee and the arts, 
he lent a pleased attentiou^ at the same 
time feeling emt^lation rising in his bosom. 
One day that Henriquez and theMar-» 
quis were conversing on this sub^eet, the 
^ormer^ with the vehemence ineidental to 
youth of a lively eapaeity and quick per« 
eeptions, began to form an imaginary plan 
for tbe reform of the indolenee and haughty 
ignoranee of hrs eountrymen^ and in a, few 
moments trans^ormed the proud, the poor^ 
and lazy hidalgo into something strongly 
resembling an English yeoman. The Mar^- 
quis^ smiling^ interrupted him, saying, 

My dear Henriquez/ all this does 
very well in conversation ; it is the bold 
'^ and visionary seheme of a young man of 
•' strong intelleet^ but who has formed 
'^ erroneous eonelusions. Age and expe« 
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Tienee will shew you the fallacy of your 
present ideas^ and convince you how 
impossible it is for this ehange to bf 
'^eATeeted/' 

'^Whatshould prevent it, Sir?" re- 
tumed Henriquez. ^ Would some few 
men in our uniyersities but think right* 
]y, and eommumeate thetT ideas to the 
publie through the ehannel of literature^ 
'^ it is impossible but that the Spantards (by 
no means a dull or ineomprehensiTe elass 
of people ) would shake off their aneient 
^' habits and beeome at onee more rational^ 
'* more prosperous^ and more happy/* 

'' A\\ this is very plausible /^ said tlie 
Marquis^ " but you revert not to the dif- 
^' ficulties that must render it impraeti* 
eable. You forget> that io sueeeed^ you 
must teaeh your hidalgos to read the 
" works of your stud^nts : you must era- 
dieate- from stubborn and uncultivated 
minds every prcju.dice they have been 
'* aeeustomedto eherish : you raust endow 
" them with activity and diseernment : you 
'^ must give to some a taste for the arts : 
5f others- you must convince, that to toil . 
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under a burning sun is preferable \j^ re* 
elining under the shade of eork trees^ 
^' beeause more useful to others^ ( whom 
'^ the hidalgo has never been aeeustomed 
'^ to eonsider ) and beeause tending \o im- 
'^ prove the kingdom^ and enirieh the in-* 
'^ diyidual/' 

Henriquez was a little staggered by 
the review of difficulties thus held up Xo 
him ; but stiU willing to defend his own 
system} ehimerieal as it began to appear, 
he returned : 

^^ The difficulties that strike you^ my 
^' Lord, are sueh as I must admit the 
'^justice of ; l>ut they are, nevertheles8, 
^' not insurmountable. Let some few men 
^^ of distinguished abilities, with aeuteness, 
^ patienee^ and perseverance^ attempt the 

'^ work, '' 

And," interrupted the Marquis^ ^' I 
grant you they may eiTeet this worA of 
^' wonders. But you would find> that a 
'^ plan so almost hopeless of sUeeesS) and 
'^ so difficult in the execution^ will only be 
undertaken by young men of ardent ima- 
ginations^ and romantie singularity of 
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'^ opmions ; and that sueh will grow weary 

'^ of the enterprise long before any benefit 

^' ean arise from it." 

I see," said Henriquez9 with a good- 
humoured smile^ " that you mean a more 
direet allusion to mysel^ in your eensure 

*^ tban you ayow : but as the friendship 
you bave always inanifested for me does 
not permit me to suppose you mean to 
iasult my imderstanding^ or sneer at mt; 

*^ instability in partieular^ I must eonelude 

'' tbat you have a eontemptible opinion of 

*' youth in general." 

Yery far from it^ my dear Hen« 
rique2r. I tbink that age may often 
reeeiye improyement from attending to 
the fire and genius of youth ; but I 
think that its judgment is seldom eorreet 
and its eonelusions generally erroneous^ 
and that young people should tberefore 
neyer form deeisions, sinoe they eannot 

^^ do so with eaution/* 

^^ For onee, MarquiSj let me deviate 
from your rule^ and say, that I deeiswely 
think you wrong. In niatters of opi- 
nion^ you must permit me to support^ 
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^' that an iatelligent person of my a^e fi 
'^ as likely to be right as a person of long 
" experience : and I do not see whjr I 
'^ should be diseouraged from enquiring 
** into the eauses of what I observe ; and 
'^ when I haye diseoyered them judging 
^^ of their truth. Esperienee may teaeh 
'^ us^ that 9uch things are; but it is reason^ 
'^ and reason alone ean inform us^ whj/ 
^^ they are? and thenee instruet us how 
*' to remedy or ehange/' 

The Marquis shook his head in si^^ 
lenee : though stedfast in his own opinion^ 
be was pleased' with the aeuteness he dis« 
eoyered in his young friend; and was not* 
80 eager to make eonyerts as not- to per« . 
eeiye that to attempt further arguments 
might hurt the eause, and estrange Hen- 
riquez^s heart ; thus the eonyersation . t^- . 
miiiated here^ 

With a mind so aetiye, so«eiiergeti6 as 
was that of Henriquez, it is not astoni»h<- 
ing9 that finding the Marquis and Mar- 
ehioness (after spending two months at' 
tbeir yilla on the shore of the Adriatie ) ' 
about to remoye to Naples, he rftSQlyed4o . 
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teeompany them ; uawilliDg to for^o the 
pleasure of seeing so mueh mojre of Italyt 
though the time was nearly espired when 
his.absenee firom Salamanea would be per* 
mitted^ 

As the Marquis proposed staying se- 
Teral mont\is in Naples (whieh was the 
birth-plaee of his mother ) it was not long 
before he established himself in an eleg^nt 
palaee on the terraee whieh overhangs the 
Bay : and the Marehioness had soon an 
estensiye acquaintance amongst the nobi-* 
lity. Her beauty, her sweetness and TiTa- 
eity rendered her generally admired^ and 
the palazzo of the Marehesa di Gambusea 
beeame a fashionabIe resort of the politest 
and most distiuguished persons* 

But^ in the eeremonious eireles that 
almost every evening assembled in the 
apartments of his sister, Henriquez took 
no pleasure : and they beeame partieularly 
disagreable when the Gountess Miranda^ 
not long a widow^ plaeed her daughter in 
a convent to be edueated^ and eame to re- 
side in the house and^under the proteetion 
of the Marquis de Gambuseay her brother» 
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This lady^ proud^ unfeeling, and im-^ 
perious^ i^ain of her beauty now Tisibly in 
its wane, thinking her self a wit, beeause 
possessing a genius for the most illiberal 
and maleyolent satire^ and a talent for em^' 
bellishing the seandalous tales her prying 
disposition and persevering ill nature fed 
her to diseoYer ; fond of admiration (though 
extorted by the fear of falling under the 
lash of her tongue) attaehed herself to 
Henriquez ; imagining that his youth and 
inexperience would easily lead him to pui^ 
on her ehains^ at the same time^ that hi» 
sense of the honor she did him> by aeeept- 
ing his attentions^ would render him sub« 
missiye to her eapriees. In this^ howeyer^ 
she was mistaken^ and had. soon the morti- 
fication to find^ that Henriquez preferred 
a solitary ramble in the streets of Naples^ 
er its enyirons, to being her partner in the 
danee, or sitting nes:t to her at play^ listen- 
ing to her spiteful animadyersions on others^ 
or her disgusting Aattery of himself. 

One eyeniog as Henri^ez was saunter«> 
ing earelessly under the eolonnade that runs 
along the front of the ebureh of St» Tho-» 
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resa» the sweet aeeents of a feroale yoiee 
speaking to some person within the ehureh 
drew his attention, and the next instant^ a 
lady whose figure was graee and el^anee 
itseir issued from one of the side doors 
of the great entranee elose to him. At the 
moment that she stepped into the eolon- 
nade, a sudden breeze wafted her yei\, 
(whieh seemed to haye been hastily thrown 
on) to some distanee. Henriquez flew to 
eateh it ; and presenting it to her^ was 
surprised to see her yery beautiful fac6 
pale, and >bearing eyident traees of tears. 
She reaehed forth her hand for her yeil; 
hiit unable to throw it oyer her head^ or 
to thank him for restoring it^ she remained 
for some moments tbe mute image of ex- 
treme agitation and distress^ whieh almost 
amounted to desperation. Henriquez not 
eoneeiying that her emolion was oeeasioned 
by the untoward aeeident of her yeil, and 
obserTing tbat she trembled eseessiyely^ 
offered his arm to lead and support her 
baek to the St. Theresa. The sound of his 
yoiee roused her from her torpor ; she 
.elasped her hands together, .and raising 
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80 entirely take up his attention as to pre« 
vent his mind from dwelling on the fair 
stranger^ and forming a thousand wild con« 
jectures eoneerning her^ rendering him 
seareely sensible of the eessation of the 
vesper seryiee, and the approaeh of nightt 
till suddenly starting he obserTed that it 
was nearly dark. Ue was^ howeyery leay- 
ing the plaee, when the soand of ^ootsteps 
yery near him indueed hira to look around^ 
and the obseurity of the ehureh seareely 
permitted ^im to diseoyer two persons 
habited ia loog dark eloaks walking up 
and down one of the side aisles^ and from 
the earnestness of their yoiees» when he 
eould now and then eateh a word^ appear- 
ing deeply engaged in eonyersation. 

Henriquez paused to obserye them ; 
and, as they slowly passed him, he heard 
one of them say, '^ My blood runs eold at 
'^ the yery thought of that last eyentful 
'* interyiew ; I still feel the eold languor 
'' of death " 

The speaker quickened his/ paee (as 
one is apt to do when wishing to eseape 
from disagreeabk reeoUeetions^ and the 
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body partaking of the agitation of ibe 
mind^ we think that ehange of plaee wili 
lessen our feeUngs of pain^ though our lipt 
still dyrell on their eause) and was 80on 
out of hearing : as they both returned 
from the farther end of the ehureh^ they 
stopped elose to the pillar^ in the shade 
of whieb Henriquez was eoneealed from 
diseoyery^ and the same person who had 
before spoken^ said^ 

^' Think me not a eoward for allow- 
'' ing my mind to be affected by the gloom 
" of the hour, and the still solemnity of 
^' this plaee : I eannot talk more at pre- 
'^ sent; but an hour earlier in the eyenuig 
*' of to-morrow I will meet you here. Or,'* 
^ he addedj '^ ean you join me at that hour 
^' in some plaee less liable to ob;iervation ? " 
** You forgetj" returned hi& eompa- 
nion^ the deep and hoUow tones of whose 
voice startled YiUasanteUe^ ^'you forget 
that this is my sanetuary, and I must not 
leave it« Here then you will find me 
'^ to-morrow ; but bring a little more 
" eourage with you to the conference^ 

c g 
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" sinee desperate deeds eall for a spiril 
of desperation/' 

Tlien, yengeanee) pride, and loye 
'^ assist me!'' exclaimed the other with 
yehemenee. 

^' Hush !** said his eompaRion, '* and 
^' I will eross the ehureh with you.'* 

Henriquez, now pereeiTing that hc 
would be diseoyered) hastily left his station 
and walked down the great aisle. He was 
seen by the person who had deelared him-- 
8elf in sanetuary, and who now, saying to 
his eompanion that tbey were diseoyered^ 
ealled aloud^ '' Who goes there ?'* 

^' A friend V' replied Henriquez;, and 
passed on* But footsteps as quick as his 
own seemed to pursue him^ and turning 
his head^ he perceived the two strangers so 
elose bebind that their garments touehed 
his. Alarmed^ but not terriAed^ Henriquez 
stopped, and the same person who .had be- 
fore addressed him, said, " Good even !'* 
and turiTed another waj^ aeeorapsuiied by 
the other stranger. Heuriquez watehed 
their shadowy forms retreating till they 
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deseended into the north eloister^ and then 
quitted the church« 

He had passed the eolonnade, and was 
proeeeding homewards^ when, as he passed 
a small door of the south aisle o^ the St. 
Theresa^ a man ( who, the light of a lamp 
hanging in the poreh enabled him to see 
was one of the persons he had left in the 
ehureh ) eame out of it^ and on Henriquez' 
repeating ^' Oood eren !" enquired, " Who 
greets the passenger ?'' 

'^ Henriquez de Yillasantelle !" he 
replied : for an idea struek him that he 
bad lieard the yoiee before this eyening. 
The stranger^ howeyer said no more, and 
Henriquez returned home. 

When he. reaehed the palaee 6f the 
Marquis de Gambusea^ his mind was in a 
state of sueh disturbanee, from the tenor 
of his eontemplations from tbe time he left< 
the St. Theresa, that without eonsidering 
wbither he was going, he went into tlie 
saloon, where the Marehioness sat' sur- 
rounded by a number of persons of both 
seses, amongst whom he soon distinguished 

€ 3 
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ihe Gountess Miranda^ who beekoned to 
him to adyanee to a seat next her's. 

As he did so^ the Marehioness affec« 
tionately ehid him for abandoning the so- 
eiety of her friends;; and demanded where 
he had been ? 

^^ Attending yespers in the ehureh of 
St. Theresa/' replied Henriquez, unaeeus- 
tomed to preyarieate^ though almost eer- 
tain of meeting the ridieule it drew on 
him, from the Gountess Miranda^ who said 
in a sneering tone^ 

Father Henriquez has deriyed peeu* 
liar sanetity from the esereises of tbe 
eyening» and would doubtless be an eli« 
gible confessor/' 

*^ I fear," said he gaily, " that my ye- 
^^ neration for the fair sex would make me 
^' too lenient to their offences : but wiU 
'^ you try me, Madam^ and confess to me 
" this moment?** 

'^ But confessio~ns are not made in 
" publie, Signor,*' returned the Gountess. 

'' Your's may/' said Henriquez with 
an air of gallantryi whieh his inelinations 



€( 
€C 
€< 



YILLASANTELLl. 19 

M ill seeonded^ that he seareely attended 
to the Gountess^ who saying ^' I, howeyer^ 
** shall reserye my shriA till we meet in 
^^ priyate)'' rose from her seat and quitted 
the saloon. She had been sitting next to 
his sister^ and yillasantelle took possession 
of the plaee she had left. 

^^ Our sister Miranda is less gay than 
" usualy" remarked the Marehioness. 

*' She is rather less polite>" returned 
Henriquez pointedly, though eoldly. 

^' Did she not offer you the eharge of 
'' her eonseienee^ brother ?'' said the Mar» 
ehioness smiling ; yet surprised at the pe« 
tulanee of Henriquez : a sentiment that 
was not diminished by his replying, ^^ It is 
^' a eharge I desire not to undertake." 

'' My dear Henriquez are you not. 
well ? or has any thing disturbed you ?" 
enquired his sister in a yoiee of sympathiz« 
ing softness, and laying her hand on his. 

" No^ my Julia. But we spoke of the 
" Countess Miranda —— ." 

^^ I haye forgot what I would hayd 
^^ said/' said Julia, and the eonyersation 
was no more reyiY^d» 
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^< Signor de yillasantelle/' said a Nea« 
politan nobleman, advan€iog to Henriquez^ 
you haye no doubt heard that the old 
Baron de Gri^alya^ being taken ill, wil 
^' prerent his son aeeompanying you on 
^ your journey to-morrow/' 

Henriquez now^ for the iirst time for 
many hours, reeoUeeted that the folIowing 
day had been appointed fbr his eommene- 
ing his journey to Salamanea with Don 
Lopez de GrijalTa, who was also to beeome 
a student of that uniyersity ; and felt by no 
means afflicted to find, that their departure 
from Naples was thus nnayoidably delayed» 
He^ howeyer, in due politeness^ r^lied, 

** I am extremely eoneerned to hear 
<* of the indisposition of the Baron, Pray 
^ how long has he been ill ?'' 

To this enquiry a satisfactory an^wer 
was returned, and aSter some con?ersation 
of this subject with the noble Neapolitani 
Henriquez internally resoWed to repair on 
the following eyening to the ehureh of St. 
Theresa, in the hope of gaining some in« 
formation of the designs bf the mysterious 
strangers. That they were desperate^ one 
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of the persons had deelared ; and his curi« 
osity to know more was so strong, as to 
make him ardently wish for the time to 
arriye when he might hope to reeeiTe seme 
8atisfaction on this point. 

Had Henriquez known more of Italj 
and the manners of its inhabitants^ it is 
more than probable that a eonsideration 
of his own saiety would haye prevented 
him from forming sueh a project as tbat 
of watebing these unknown personsy whOj 
should they diseoyer his design^ or even 
suspeet it^ were but too likely to punish it« 
But the inquisitive disposition of de Yilla» 
santeiie had never been aeeustomed to re« 
ceive the slightest eheek from any eonsi* 
deration of a prudential nature, and more 
partieularly where eaution might seem like 
a deficiency of eourage, and would not 
now permit him to attend to those whis)* 
pers of the imagination^ that at some mo- 
mentsi represented to him that the grati* 
fication of his euriosity in the St. Theresa 
was pregnant with danger. 

During the eourse of the night^ whieh 
Henriquez spent without sleep^ the beau- 



1S3 TILLASAMTBLte; 

tttiil siranger whom he had seen^ but i^ 
§uddenlj lost in the eolonnade of the St. 
Theresa^ was frequently present to his ima- 
gination. Her youth, her extreipe Iove- 
liness^ her agitation^ the touehing aeeents 
of her melodious vmce^ and above all a 
veil of mjstery that seemed to hang over 
her^ interested not t>n1y his euriosity but a 
thousand nobler passions and sentiments» 
The words whieh she had^pronouneed had 
made an indelible impression on his me« 
mory^ and he now a hundred times repeated 
them^ not more with a view of di8«ovcring 
their meaning, than^ if possible^ to eateh 
the tone in whieh they were uttered ; a 
tone of sueh exquisite sensibility and so{t« 
ness as had penetrated his heart. His 
waking dreams eontinually presented her 
to his enraptured imagination^ and ere the 
night had passed, Henriquez had formed 
for the fair unknown a history the most 
romantie^ and plans for again seeing her^ 
the wildest and most impraetieable. 

The morning eame^ but Henrique2 
repaired not^ as was his eustom^ to the 
library of the MarquiS| on the eontrary 
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&e left not his ehamber till a mueh later 
hour thao ordioar j^ and whea he did 80j 
immediately weat out of the house. 

After a short walk^ howe?er» the heat 
obl^ed him to return to the house^ and 
haying enquired for his. sister^ and heard 
ehe wa& in her dressing room^ he repaired 
thkber. 

To reaeh this ^artoient» it was neees- 

sary that he should pass through a long 

gallery or eorridor^ where^ during the hot» 

test days in summer^ the Marehioness fre« 

quent\y ehose to sit^ on aeeount of its 

eoolness. Henriquez had ju8t reaehed thii 

eorridor^ when he pereeiyed the Countes8 

Miranda walking up and down in it, and 

though nothing eould be more repngnant 

to him than to meet her^ but partieularly 

alone^ he proeeeded rather hastily till she 

spoke to him^ and after the galutations of 

the morning had been interehanged^ she 

said^ ^' You seem to have forgotten my 

'^ promised confession^ Signor/' 

'^ I haye rather reeoileeted that I am 
*^ unwortby to hear it," returned Hen- 
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riquez bowing and going to proeeed on his 
way to the Marehioness's apartment. 

As you do not pretend to high dig- 
nities in the ehureh, Signor/* resumed 
the Gountess^ ^' these disqua!ifjing speeehes 
'* are superAuous." 

As &he said this, she earelessly put her 
arm within his^ and as they had at that 
moment reaehed the end of the eorridor^ 
Henriquez found himself eompelled to take 
a turn with her. 

^' You appear graye and look ill at 
*^ ease/' ^' Again," resumed the Gountess 
with an air of the tenderest anxiety, ** dear 
'^ Henriquez^ tell me what it is that afflicts 
you ?" 

'^ It is too great a eondeseension in the 
Gountess Miranda^ to eoneern herself on the 
8ubject^" replied Y illasantelle in a manner he 
designed should appear grateful^ but whieh 
was in reality of the most frigid reserye. 

The Gountess had^ howeyer^ not 6uffi- 
eient delieaey^ or was too mueh determined 
to earry her point^ to obserye the repellin^ 
eoldness of his manner, and said^ 
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*^Where an object wc Iovc is eon- 
eerned^ no eonsideration appears trivial/' 

Henriquez knew not what to reply to 
this ; to take it as pointed to himseir^ must 
bave looked like the most arrogant vapity; 
yet to affeet to misunderstand her^ was, he 
■ilw plamly^ to provoke her to render her« 
selfmore intelligible^ than> (fee1ingfor her 
only eoiitempt and detestation ) he would 
find ag^reeable : he therefore^ to elude both^ 
assumed a gay air^ saying^ " Your confes- 
^^ aion, Madam^ is still unmade." 

*' I will reserve it till we meet in the 
*^ ehureh of St. Theresa/Signor, It is your 
'' iavourite haunt ; is it not ?'* 

Henriquez^ wlio conceived sbe meant 
nothing more than a malieious reference to 
the dedaration he had made of attending 
vesper8 in that ehureh the evening before^ 
readily replied^ 

" Only onee have I been within its 
'^ walls." 

'^ And ihat onee, Signor " 

'' I heard vespers there." 

" It is a seene for mysteries," resumed 
the Couutess, without heeding his reply. 
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'^ Do you know it to be sueh,*^* cx* 
elaimed Henriquez^ eagerly. 

'^ You, at least^ do/* returned the 
Countess^ adding 

'^ Do y ou forget the stranger, Signor ?" 

'^ Santa M aria ! Kno w jrou aught of 
'^ thera, or their designs ?*' eried the young 
Spaniard with emotion. 

^^ I am well aware of them,'' answered 
the Gountess^ goingtowards thedoorof the 
Marehioness's apArtment* 

'^ I conjure jou/'said Henriquez9seiz- 
ing her hand^ " to tell me what they are." 

'^ Why do you desire to know ?*' de- 
manded she. 

Henriquez blushed deeply as he said 

^' If they militate against my peaee^ I 
must be on my guard.*' 

Be on your guard/* returned the 
Gountess^ with solemnity, as she disengaged 
her hand. 

" For heayen's sake, tell me> why am 
^' I to be wary, when I know not that I 
'^ have an enemy ?" 

^^ You have many enemies !" returned 
the lady, with yet inereasing energy. 
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*' But this one, Madam ! This rojs« 
terious stranger^-— What is the design oo 
foot against me?"* 

'' To penetrate your heart !*' she re- 
ph'ed^ in an aeeent that so mueh dismayed 
her hearer, that he eould not make any 
effort to detain her» and she passed him to 
enter the dressing room of the Marehioness. 

Yillasantelle^ perfectly aware that it 
would be to no purpose to question the 
Co«mtes8 iarther, in the presenee of his 
sister^ now^ instead of folIowing her^ re« 
tutiiedto his own ehamber, where he gave 
him8elf up entirely to the eonsideration of 
the little intelligenee he had gained eon- 
eerning the mysterious strangers of the 
St. Theresa, 

At onee he determined to take the fir8t 
opportunity of seeking, from the Gountess, 
to obtain some more satisfactory informa- 
tion; but reeoUeetiog that that opportu- 
nity might probably not oSer till the time 
of the appointment was passed^ and thathe 
might learn more from their eonyersation 
than the Gountess would ebuse to tell him» 
he abandoned that design entirely ; resolv- 
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ing, howeyer^ not to attend the di$cIosare 
of their 8cheme8^ without a reiolute eom* 
panioD. 

For this office of friendship, he knew 
none so proper as Don Lopez de Gr]jalva9 
his eountryman, who was now with the 
Baron^ his father^ at Naples. 

Don Lopez, equa11y ardent ud impei* 
uous, but less in^uisitiye/ and not BO easily 
ired by every new oeeurreneeas HenriqueXj 
eemed a person well fitted to join him in 
ueh an enterprise^ and yiHasantelle^ ezpe- 
ieneed a sensation of surprise^ when^ hav- 
ng related to his friend the whole of his 
obseryatioDS and suspieions^ he mani^estly 
deelined taking any part in it, sayiog 

" I pereeiye, my dear Henriquez, that 
nothing will ever eure you of giving way 
to your euriosity, till it has drawa you 
into some difficult3'9 from whiehyou will 
'' find it impossible to extricate yourself. 
'' T<r what purpose is it that you desire to 
'^ know what is said in a private confer- 
** enee between two total strang^s to you ? 
Besides, are you aware of the danger into 
wbieh you are going to preeipitate your* 
'' self ?'' 
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'^ If the eoDsultation of those stran- 
'^ gers relates to myself>'' said Henriquezj 
'^ it eertainly eoneerns me to hear it ; and 
'^ if it does not, there ean be no danger in 
'^ my gratifyingniy desire of knowledge." 

'' Your desire of knowledge," replied 
Don Lopez, sareastieally^ '* niay, perhaps, 
" be safe to indulge ; but you seem deter- 
'^ mined to justify, though you eannot ren- 
'' der itju8tifiabler 

'' How eomes it, Don Lopez de Gri- 
'^ jaWa/' resumed Henriquez, a little resent- 
fully, ^' that I find you disposed totake upon 
'^ you the office of eensor of my aetions?" 

^' I have taken upon me tbe office of 
*' your /riendt niany years sinee, but I 
'^ pereeiye that you have too little relish for 
" the virtue of sineerity, to return my esteem 
'^ as I feel it, and upon any other terms^ I 
'' seorn it," replied Grijalva warmly. 

'' Excusc me, my dear Lopez," said 
Henriquez, instantly sensible ofhis error^ 
you did not, I am eertain, mean to wound 
^^9 by your strieture ; but perhaps my 
proposal appearstoyou in a preposterous 
'' light." 
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\ ^' I confegs it does,'* said his friend, 

^' Wethen differ ilaopinion/' returned 
Yillasantelle ; ^' hut I had hoped that, 
'* knowing me to be 'determined to brave the 

eyent, and thinking tbere was danger, 

you would have afforded me the support 
'^ of your admirable eourage and self-com- 
'' mand/' 

'^ And I do assure you^ my dear Hen- 
^' riquez9" eried Grijalya, elasping hishand 
^' as he spoke, " that I require all my self- 
^' eommand to resist your wishes ; but,— " 

'^ Oh! pardon me," interrupted his 
;enerous friend, '^ for being a moment un- 

mindful of tbe pious duty you haye to per- 
'' forra ! No, my Lopez, you must not en* 
*^ danger a safety so preeious to a tender^ 
'' and now enfeebled parent, I will go 
'' alone." 

^^ Rather,*' eagerly exclaimed Gri- 
jalva, *' rather let rae preyail on you not 
^' to go at all ! You throw yourself into 
'^ the way of peril ; you eourt your own 
'' destruetion, and seek to make rae mise- 
'* rable/' 

. Henriquez pitied the emotion and. yisi- 
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ble distress ef his /riendt whieli^ lu>wever, 
he Aought 4ess manly thaii might be ex- 
peeted from ene ef the true old ChriMan8f 
and «s^uriog him he would be carefiil of 
himsel^^ departed, more firffiljr resolyed 
than ever^ to penetrate the myrtery of the 
St. Theresa. 

, At thebour he had heard appoioted 
for tbe eon^erenee^ the young yillasaiyleile 
repaired to the ehureh^ aiid in the dim 
twilight of eyeiiiBgy^and the distanee» easily 
diseoTered the two figures already pneiog 
up and down the aisle ; he was adyaneiDg si- 
lenlly but hastily to them^ when an iBdistinet 
noise that struek his ear^ made him stop, 

Whateyer eaused the noise seemed io 
to be nearer to him than the strang^rs^ for 
the sound of their footsteps was not dis- 
tinguishable^ and tbis was plainly so.' Hon-' 
riquez looked round him> but saw no per* 
son near him ; no shadowy form broke in 
upoo the uniformity of the long aisle, ex* 
eept a confessional of an uneouth shape^ 
that was plaeed against the wall, but few 
yards from where Henriquez stood. 

On this he fixed his eyes^ to see if any 
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thing moved within it, and in a few momenti 
beheld the tall slender form of & female 
issue from it^ repeating in a low harmonious 
tone, ^' Alphonso ! Beloved Alphonso !" 

Henriquez started ; he heard the toueh- 
ing Yoiee ; he beheld the fascinating form 
of the young unknown, who had^ during 
the last twentj-four hours^ taken up so 
mueh of his thoughts* 

At the same instant she diseoyered 
him^and^ springing baek^ tookrefuge in the 
confessional. 

HenriqMe^ hesitated a moment; the 
Aight of the stranger was an unequiyocal 
proof that she wished to avoid him ; and 
the pathetie repetition of the name of Al- 
phonso, equallj proved that she expected 
8ome one else^ whom his presenee might 
preyent approaehing her ; but his euriosity^ 
wiiieh in this instanee he fancied was only 
his pitying desire to be of service t o the 
fair and unhappy unknown^ prevailed, and 
he^ hastily advancing, aseended the two 
steep steps into the confessional ; ' but the 
confessional was empty* and he eneountered 
onlyadamp^ ehill^ eurrent of air^ for whieh 



lie eould no moee aeeouat Ihiui for ilie 4n« 
«ppearaaee of tbe ladjr» 

yi&MMtelle, wlioae mind easiljr es^ 
paaded to reoeiTe every new impreswiai 
wbieb cofistaitlj9 £br a tiine st leaet» rf« 
faGed tiie lastt now &r|^ot tbe two mea im 
tbe fsvciliieT ead of the ehureh» to pur«ue the 
eoqukf that thus preseBted ttaelfi aad im 
despite of the ^omy obseurity that •ur* 
rounded him^ his quick aod peoetratiog 
eye 0000 di$covered a narrow door in the 
baek of tha eoniasBional* Burning with aa 
ardent euriosityt he tbrew himself againat 
it with «i£ch violea<?e9 that the door^ whieh 
req^ired hnt little for€e to unloose it» burst 
opeaj and it was not without an effort, that 
Henriquez 8aved him<elffrom falluighead- 
long down a Aight of windiag steps tbat 
deseended^ without any landiag-plaee^ from 
the con(Ee08ional into what appeared to be 
a 8ubterraneouB passage ; but when he 
r^hed the bottoai of the stairi» aad pro- 
eeedf d a few paees, he wai eonyiaeed that 
be wa8 witbin the dreary eonSnea of a 
•epulehral vault. The floor was simply of 
eartb» ao humid as to receive the impression 
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of every foot that passed over it, and from 
the roof unwholesome dews dropped slow 
but ineessantly^ while 8even or eight feeble 
lamps^ plaeed in niehes of the raised tombs 
that seemed to diartinguish the most illu&h 
trious of the buried dead^ east a faint and 
misty ray over the extent of this sad reeep- 
taele of mortality^ and seareely diselosed 
another of its outlets on the side opposite 
that where Henriquez had entered» 

yillasantelle^ nnappalled by those 
gloomy appearanees^ still advanced till 
he trod on something, whieh^ as it erashed 
beneath his foot^ returned a hollow sound ! 
He paused^ stooped down to distinguish it 
more elearly, and beholding the fragments 
of a human skull^ shuddered with a sort 
of instinctive horror. 

It was. not that Henriquez felt that 
impressive awe- whieh reAeetion would 
stamp en most minds in discovering sueh 
a speetaele; for^ like many other young 
men^ had he met with it in any other plaee^ 
he would seareely have regarded it more 
than.if it had belonged to an animal of 
the brute ereation^ but there was a solema 
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tnd almost terriiie eharaeter in thts man« 
sion of death that forced itself on the most 
careles9 nature. 

Unknown^ eyen to himseK^ the young 
adyenturer felt a reluetanee to proeeed^ in 
the dread of meeting some similar memento 
of deaih; and easting his eyes an^iously 
around^ he pereeiyed an open grave witbin 
a few feet of wbere he stood, and almost 
at the same moment diseoyered that it eon» 
tained a eonsiderable quantity of white 
drapery^ Henriquez again paused, again 
moyed onwards^ and after anotber pause of 
deliberation^ approaehed the graye^ and 
looking into it^ perceived that a burial 
dress only remained in it, the body that it 
had evidently enwrapped being gone. 

The moment in whieh Henriquez made 
this obseryation^ was one of the most, im- 
patient anxiety ; and determined to be eon- 
yineed that his e^es did not deceive him^ 
he took up a part of the dress^ when sorae- 
thiog rustled within it^ and he drew a crum« 
pled paper from its fold8. 

Anxiety for his own safety, horror at 
what he beheld^ and a superstitious terror 
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tiia4; lie had before ftlt stealing oyer hb 
Miues^ now gate piaoe to his esoesBiTe 
euriosity^ and being in the fall gleaiii of 
one of the sepulehral lamps^ he began to 
peruse the paper ; his hands trembled with 
eagerness as he endeayoured to smooth the 
ereases^ and his agitation was so great, that 
he eould scarcelj deeypber the following 
lines : 

^' Yietoria l^^^eold, sensdess> and pal^ 
^' giiren to the grave !— --Impogsible !-^Nay, 
^ by heaten it shall not be !-^Say no more 
^' that her disastrous &te renders tkat the 
^* only possible terminatiou of her sonrowB ! 
'^ -^That by eonsigning Victoria to the 
*' tomb) her peaee ean alone be eiisured! 
^^ My soul shudders at the yery ideaof sueh 
'^ an eseape irom the misfbrtunes that alike 
'^ pursue Victoria and Alphonso.-~Is there 
" no alternatiTe ? — Alas, none I— And Vic- 
*' toria must be enfolded in a shroud» or iu 
'* that fatal Teil whieh eondemn its wearer 
to a liying death ! Whieh puts fetters on 
the person and the manners^ whilst the 
^' soul is left to range in a wide expanse of 
'' misery*— 
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^' Yietoria ! — My lovc ! — ^You must be 
^* freej and the northem confe88ional ** 

Henriquez had only read thus far, when 
the hea^y aound of 8low footsteps deseending 
stairs^ roused his attention to tbe eonsidera- 
tion of his own danger ; his right hand Ainily 
grasped his sword, wbieb he now drew froni 
its £rcabbard ; and dropping the paper from 
his io&y be seized the lamp that had assisted 
hml to read a part of it, waiting with a beat- 
ing-hMrt fbr the approaeh of the intruder. 

He eame^ and Henriquez perceived 
disthewas a monk^ «'shrouded in his eowl^ 
who^ adyaneing a few paees from the outlet 
opposite^^ turned into one whieh yillasan» 
telle bad not before obseryed^ and he heard 
him aseending steps. 

Henriquez ndw folIowed^ and being 
arriTed at the low areh through whieh the 
monk had passed^ beheld, by the light of 
the lamp he still held, two Aigbts of stairs 
leading different ways : without a moment's 
eonsideration he sprang up the one whieh 
led to the right, and just as be reaehed the 
summit he saw a forni gliding away to the 
further end o^^ the long passage tbat now 
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opened on his view ; but instead of the 
dark garments of a monk, it was robed in 
^hite ; and where Henriquez expected to 
see the elumsy iigure of the reeluse, he 
beheld the graceful proportions of the fair 
unknown. 

Animated by the sight» Henrtquez 
wanted no other incentive to pursuit^ and 
he darted ^orwards ju8t as the unknown 
disappeared ; and when he arrived at the 
spot where he had lost her^ he was again 
perplexed by tw4i passages : he again 
turned 4:o«the right, And haviDg tra^ersed 
a oonsiderable extent of the passage^ h6 
suddenly pereetK^ed a faint light fiash from 
a sma^ll ^gratin^ elose io where he «toodj 
and the next moment a face^ £rom whieh 
the unbeeoming dress of a oun eould not 
tahe its digniiied sweetness, and, though 
pale, its beauty was presented to his view, 
As the nun looked through the grating^ 
she perceived Henriquez5 and in a tone of 
earnestness and agitation, ^xclain^ed, 

'^ In the name of the holy Virgin, 
'^ who areyou ?'^ 

'' A guiltless stranger!" the youth 



TILLASAKT£LLE. 39 

replied» ^^ And* my name is Henttiquez de 
^' Yillasantelle r* 

'^ That title bespeaks you a eastilian^ 
'' Signor^" said the nun with ^uiekness, 

'^ It does» Spain eoniains m j birth* 
'' plaee." 

** Thett Signori" returned the reeluse^ 
witii a* Yoiee aod manner of peeuliar and 
enereasing agitation, ^^ you are not un- 
^' known torme. Biit it is past^'' she add« 
ed^/' and; wtthout a. miraeles your friend 
^' is loat beyond your power to save him." 

'< Merciful GodV* eselaimed Hen« 
riquez^ stung with the idea that through 
his nieans any person should be undone, 
though he knew them not^ ^' perhaps I 
*' may yet be of service.'' 

** Only by absenting yourseli frora 
" henee," said the nun mournfully. '* Vic- 
'^ toria is destroyed ! Alphonso taken ! and 
'' should you be found here> the bitterest 
^ vengeance of earth and Heaven will fall 
'" on me r 

'' Oh !'* eried the half distraeted 
youth, " shew me the means. by whieh I 
'^ ean eseape so dreadful a eatastropby/' 

£ 2 
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" Go then ;'' the nun answered : ^' Fly 
'' from this passage, and when you eeaeh 
*' the termination^ lum to the right, and 
'^ aseending some steps i 

At this moment the inereasing light 
within the grating rendered it seareely 
neeessary for Henriquez to hear the name 
of Agnes repeated» to c<KiTince ' him thejr 
were interrupted ; 

The nun wayed her hand^ and Hen^» 
riquez retreated a little^ but not too lar to 
hear the intrader say, 

Wait you at the grate for father 
Philippo, daughter ?" By whieh heiWa« 
assured the speaker must be the abbess 
of the eonyent to whieh the nun probably 
belonged. 

A trembling affirmative had been 
seareely given, when the abbess exclaimed 
<« Ha! Is not that the gleam of steel?"^ 
and immediately her hideous and forbid- 
ding eountenanee was plaeed elose to the 
bars. 

But the obseurity baffling her endea- 
vours to discover' who was there^ Hen» 
riqueZj by the gingling sound he heard^ 
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was convinced that she \^as unloeking a 
door^ and dreading what might be the 
consequences to the gentle Agnes^ fled 
with sueh haste that he entirely forgot her 
unfinished direetions for his eseape^ and 
hastily passing through the sepulehral 
vauU and tbe confessiona1^ found himself 
in tbe nortbern aisle of the ehureh. 

Here he stopped to reeoyer his breath 
and reeolleetion, of whieh the preeipitaney 
of his Aight had almost bereft him : and 
here he soon began to repent haying made 
so hasty a retreat^ partieularly when he 
reeolleeted that he had left behind him 
unread the momentous papier^ whieh^ (as 
it was now beyond his reaeh ) he fancied 
would haye elueidated the whole of the 
mysterious eireunistanees whieh now per- 
plexed his mind. In this persuasion he 
was just going to return to the yault, the 
deseent into whieh was divested of its 
danger by the lamp that he had taken 
from the tonib, whieh he was now first 
aware that he still held in his left hand : 
but a sentiment of his natiye generosiiy 
impelled him to forbear what might injure 
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anoiher ; and with the rapidity natural to 
him he resoWed instantly to estinguish the 
iamp, that he eoneealed amongst the pro* 
jectiog ornaments of the confes8ional^ and 
passed aeross the ehureh io the narrow 
aisle where the two strangers had been 
eonyeTsing. 

Only one, howeVer, whom by his air 
Henriquez knew to be him who was in the 
sanetuary^ remained in the churchf and 
he was now with a tardy step paeing its 
length — now resting against one of the 
pillars that supported the roof. HeBriquez 
eontinued to observe him for some time, 
and eould not help noting the air of dig- 
nity that aeeompanied his motions, and 
even shewed itself when his person was ia 
temporary repose. 

He was tall) above the eommon si^e^ 
and the eloak whieh was wrapped round 
him eould not eoneeal that his iigure tho* 
athletie, was not large above proportion^ 
and. his hat, entirely eoneealing his face> 
was of that forni usually worn by persohs 
in a military eapaeity. 

Yillasantelle now no longer doubted 
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iksLi • the steang^r was a person of some 
consequence^ and beeame instantly sensible 
of the impropriety of watehing him as he 
had hitherto done> to leam what it was 
eyidently his desire^ and it was probable 
was iipakportant to him, to keep eoaeealed. 

. Xt U thi|s;that almost uneonseiously 
we are inAue^eed by rankand fortune| eyen 
to forego that whieh we most airdently de» 
sire : not^ perhaps^ that we imagine the 
affairs Qf those of a meaner order of less 
eonse^uenee^ but that we are aeouatomed 
to respeet tbe fetling8 of those of an equal 
mak w«th burselyes. 

In pursuanee of Ais impuke; Hen« 
riquez was qttitting the ehureh^ when jiist 
in the entranee he eneountered his firiend 
Don Lopez do Orijalva : he was wrapped 
in one of the eapolas of his own eountry; 
and his mien waa disordered as he was 
hastily brushing past Henriquez9 but the 
latter stopped him. 

Don Lopez^ now seeming to lose all 
guard oyer himself, exclaimed^ 

^^ Then all is discovered !" 

'* What mean you> Lopez ?'* 
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" Have you not seen Miranda ?*' re- 
turned Grijalya. 

'^ Whieh way ?" enquired Henriqiie2r 
impatiently. 

" Paeing the eloister/* 

^^ No human being is there but the 
mysterious stranger ! But^ wberefore 
eame you hither ? I thought yoU occu« 
pied by your attendanee on the Baron ?'' 

^' I eame^^^ replied Don Lopea with 
hesitation, ^^ to aequit myself of a saered 
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^* I understand you :" interrupted the 
noble Henriquez : ^* Go^ my friend> per-^ 
form your pious duty, and HeaTen restore 
an honoured parent to your prayers.'^ 

Saying this with an affectionate pres* 
sure oC the hand of Don Lopes^ he quitted 
the ehureh^ though in doing so he felt a 
strong reluetanee to abandoning all hope 
of elueidating the mystery of the fair Vic- 
toria and the unfortunate Alphonso. 

As he slowly proeeeded homewards^ 
he perplesed himself with a thousand yagile 
coDJectures respeeting those unknown per- 
sonages^ and was more than onee on the 
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poiat of returning to the St. Theresat in 
the determinatioa of seddng Agnes^ in or* 
der to question her about them» 

Whilst Henriquez was yet at some 
distanee firom his bome» tbe last faint rays 
of eyening light had entirely faded from 
the sky, and the streets were inYoWed in 
totai darkness eji€ept where they inter- 
seeted eaeh other^ in whieh plaees the yet 
feeble ray of the rising moon gleamed 
obliquely on the payement. 

It was At the turning of the Strada del 
' where the pillars of a magnificent 

eolonnade east lengthened shadows aeross 
the street that Henriquez observedafe* 
male form glide swiftly along, till^ eoming 
quite elose to him^ it turned abruptly^ and 
tbe next moment disappeared ii^ the ob- 
seurity of a shadowy lane ; but its white 
garmenty as it waved> eaught the ray of 
the moon^ and enabled Henriquez to follow 
whither it went* 

The darkness in whieh both were now 
inYoWed seemed unfaYOurable to the Aight 
of the pursued person^ for after following 
the sound of steps about ten paees^ Hen- 
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riquez eaught hotd of her robe^ whieh she 
in yain endeayoured to dtsengage from his 
grasp. 

Yillasantene^ ailer haying seyeral times 
conjured the stranger to speak^ now madb 
a sudden spring^ and, quitting the robe> 
thought fo eneirde the lady in his arms', 
but she had unaeeountably eseaped^ and 
he eould not eyen hear her departing foot« 
steps» 

Astonishment held him rooted to the 
spot fbr some moments ; he then prepared 
to reeommenee the pursuit^ but at the firett 
step he stumbled, and reeeiying^ a ytolent 
l)low on the head^ he sunk motib n^ess on 
the payement. 

The street fn whieh this aeeident hap-- 
pened was a retired one» and no passengers 
eoming that way^ it was so long befbre 
Henriquez reeoyered the use of his facul- 
ties^ that the moon had risen to sueha 
height as to direet her beams full on the 
spot where he lay. 

He raised himself a littre^ and though 
his head throbbed with intense pain^ imme- 
diately obseryed the eause of his misfortune. 



dThe eseape of the stranger had beea 
twing to her leaving ber garment in his^ 
handg^ at the ¥ery momeBt whea h^ at- 
tempted to eateh her in his arms^ and it 
then falliugj his feetj on his moying^ were 
entangled in it^ and he fell against a pillar 
o£ a portieo that jutted out just before him. 

Henriquez, now pereeiTing the gar- 
ment of the stranger on the ground, took 
it up to examine it : it \^ of a thin white 
persian silk, in make very mueh resembling 
the eloaks with loose sleeyes worn by the 
Turkish ladies : hut this had a large hood^ 
whieh being drawa oTer the head^ was of 
a leng^h to reaeh to the knees^ in the 
' ^ashion of a yeiL A slight pattern^ with 
some Turkish eharaeters embroidered in 
gold^ went entirely round it^s edges^ and 
an embroidered belti^ wlth a ]gold ela'sp^ 
confined it at the baek^ but left the front 
entirely Ioose« 

Henriquez now debated whether or 
not he should earry it home with him : 
nothing deterred him from doing so but 
the idea that the Ibss of it would distress 
4he owner: howeyer, as she had suATered 
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80 long a time to elapse without returning . 
to seek it^ he thought it highly improhahle 
that she would now do so^ and eoneealing 
it as well as he eould with his eloak^ he 
proeeeded to the paIazzo di Cambusca« 

When Yillasantelle reaehed his eham- 
her, his first eare was to deposit his prize 
in a plaee of «afet^> and then feeling the 
eontusion pn his forehead extremelj pain- 
fuL summoned his seryant to apply sueh 
remedies m eould be had without the ob- 
seryation of the family. 

To his own attendant^ PhilippO) Hen- 
riquez gave a striet eharge not to mention 
his aeeident^ whieh hesaid had been owing% 
to a porter rilnning against him^ and dis- 
missed him for the night^ with direetions 
to inform the Marehioness that be intend^ 
ed to set out at break of day on a short 
eseursion-. 

This was really his serious design^ and 
the meaning bf his adopting a resolution ap- 
parently so extraordinary was simply this : 

He knew the penetration of tbe Mar- 
^uis was not to be imposed on by sueh a 
«tory to aeeount for his swelled forebead 
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3S he had ju8t told to Philippo^ and he was 
well aware that that nobleman^ guessing 
that he had met with the aeeident in the 
puTsuit of 8ome plan prompted by what he 
ealled a ehildish euriosity^ would take oc- 
easion to point the seyerest ridieule against 
its indulgenee. 

TiUj in the prese^^t instanee^ eonseiouB 
that his thirst for developing eyerjr thing 
that looked like mystery ( whieh had often 
no existence but in his own imagination ) 
had earried him mueh beyond all bounds 
of propriety, Henriquez had never been 
ashamed of his inquisitive disposition, nor 
had the Marquis de Gambusea though he 
endeavoured to eheek, ever eondemned it. 

But his judgment was so elear^ and his 
sense of honor almost so romantie, . that 
y illasantelle weli knew that he would make 
no allowanee for the impetuosity of youth 
in pursuing a favorite plan, and tbat repre- 
hension would probably be added to ridi^ 
eule when he should know tbe whole. 

It was true^ that eould Henriquez 
stoop to def;eption he might eseape the 
eensures of the Marquis; but he preferred 
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making a sbort eseyrsion till the miarks of 
his adyenture should be worn off. to de^ 
seending to a meanness equally repugnant 
to his prineiples and his melination ; and^ 
aCcordingly9 at the dawn of iday^ he «m« 
barked in a smail yessel bound for the 
eoast of Galabria ; the master of whieh 
offered to land him on the nearest part of 
the island of Gaprea^ designing to earry 
the ship to the town or rather yillage of 

rln adoptlng tbis measure^ Hen«iquez 
Irall «only eonsulted his desire of being 
absedt'from Naples; but hisToyage was 
seareely begun, ^hen the beauty of the 
seenes that unTolded themseWes to his Tiew 
gai^e -him reason to rejoice in ihe ehanee 
that had led him to embark eyen in a dirty 
and ineonyenient yessel. 

To Heoriquez, the Bay of Naples^ 
with the rising sun diffusing its radianee 
byer it^ and the Tolumes of blaek smoke 
rising from Yesuyius far aboye the light 
mist whieh the morning ray had not suAGi- 
eient power to disperse^ presented the most 
interesting pieture he had eyer seen: he 
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was a passionate admirer of the beautieg 
of nature^ at the same time that the works 
of art afforded him the most delightful 
eontemplations ! He bad aseended tbe 
Mountserrat; tbe Albambra» of G^enada 
bad^ as- well aa the Eseurial^ eome under 
hh obseTyation^.yet tbe Bay of Naples and 
the superb palaees of tbe citj appeared to 
hkn to surpass^ them alL; and- wbeo tbe 
Yessel) stretehing out to sea^.displayed tbe 
^arious and e^er obanging forms of tbe 
roeks and promontories of Gaprea^ he al- 
lowed» the soenery to be. most- gerieetLy 
somantie and picturesquai;. 

But no objeet eould for an iostant 
engage tbe. attention of Henriquez, from 
the moment tbat be beard the low soft 
ii^iee of tbe iiBur stranger of tbo Si. The- 
resa pronounee '^ Ah| Alphonso ! my heat t 
sinks within.me^ and I feelall^tbe weak 
terrora o£ my seiy/wben I reileet on the 
dangers I baye to eneounter. £ven when 
'^ I look baek upon those that are past, I 
'' shudder uneonseiously at the retrospeet^ 
" and look forward witb yet keener forc- 
•* bading. to ihe dark seene of my futuc^ 
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'' destiny ! Alas ! happy had it boen fiir 
^' the -wretehed Yietoria, had she died . m 
'^ her inianey, and not Iived to iaTdlve her 
" beloved Alphonso in her misery !'* 

The sound of this melodious roiee^ 
'wliieh aseended from the little eabib of tlie 
ship, threw Henriquez into sueh confusiob 
as entirely to prevent him from attending 
to the answer of Alphdnso> and brought 
on a train of reAeettons wHieh absorbed 
every idea^ till he was ealled up0n to enter 
the fishing bark that was to convey hini 
on shorfe : he then perceived that another 
boat similar to that in whieh he was to go 
had already put off from the ship wiih two 
passengers, one of whom^ was evidently a 
female. 

Henrique2 delighted io observ6 this 
eireumstanee, kept his eye steadily Aseed on 
the litile bark tilf the cavalier and his 
eompanion landed^ whieh was almost at 
the same moment that he was himself put 
on shore^ and he was immediately convinced 
that he had been mistaken, 

The female to whom his regards were 
first direeted was of a size and form ex* 
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tremely unlike the slender and elegant Yie* 
toria. Her tigure^ aukward^ maseulinet 
and elumsy^ of a height far aboye the 
eommon standard of women^ was rendered 
still more striking bj a gait between strid- 
Ing and Bhuffling^ as she marehed along 
flie beaeh attended bj the eairalier. 

Tbis personage was admirablj adapted 
to eontrast the athletie gracesof tbe lady 
he aeeompanied. His diminutiye figure 
ytras rendered eompletely - dispri^ortionate 
by an enormous paunoh, aod his^shoulders 
bore abump of sueh dimensionas tonearly 
oyershadow his head : : his legs appeared 
not onlythiek^ but bandy^ and seemed with 
diffi€ulty to support the mass of ' deformity 
with whieh they were loaded. He wore a 
hat ornamented with' a pTofusion of party- 
eoloured pkimage^ and along sword whieh 
eontinually struek on the ground as he 
waddled along, and was of a make nearly 
as original as its owner. 

Henriquez^ for seyeral minutes eonti-- 
nued his obseryations on tbese strange 
forms^ and ( sueh was tlie instability of his 
bumours) wak on the point of ToUowing 
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ihem to try by eohyersation to diseoyer if 
theiiy interior agreed with the uneouthhess 
of the eieterior^ \vhen a Asherman beldng- 
ing to Naples stepped up to him and asked 
him if he Wished to return to that oity» 

Henriquez suddenly turned and per- 
ceiving the yessel in whieh he had arriyed^ 
with swelling sails» bearing towards the 
eoast of Calabria, beeame sensible ot ike 
extremest vexai;ion ahd disappointment^ io 
think^ that^ by pursuing tbe strangers» 
he had probably lost Yieioria^ who> he 
doubted not remained on board the yeB^ 
sel to whieh he now direeted the atten* 
tion of the iishern^an, and hastily demand* 
ed how long he would be oyertaking her ia 
his boat» 

^' Not an hour, Signor," replied th6 
man ; ^' grant that she makes the same 
'^ sail she does at present ; but Pietro» her 
'^ eaptain^ knows me well^ and when he 
'' sees me in ehase^ will lie by for me.** 

Without farther eonsideration^ Hen- 
riquez leaped into the boat^ whieby with 
four stout hands in her^ lay elose to the 
shore^ and desiring the boatmen to make 
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what ^peed they i^ould^ was sooa at a eon* 
8ider9.biq distanee firotai the i&land. 

At fir8tj i«hil8t the . rowers exerted 
their utmost powers^ the eagerness. of M^ 
poetation l^reiEeiited our jeiung Spaniard 
£r^ . j[ieAectingp eh.whalt he was doing; 
but when the ship Oas: ihe boatman had 
predieted^^ alaekened sail.for him to eome 
up^ and his bark, gUded withless rapidity 
than befi>rei H^nriquez began to eonsider 
fbr whai ^pikrpose he was tbus pursuing 
Yietoria^ whdse desire it •eTidently was tb 
be unndtieed. But YiUasanteUe was so 
little aeeustMied to refteetions of this na* 
ture, that they Tanished llie moment his 
bark touehed the ship's side^ and witbont 
saying a word to any person^ he darted 
down into the eabin» But neither Al« 
phonso or Yietoria were there ; and thea 
as eagerly returning to the deek^ he asked 
Pietro what passengers he had brought 
with him from Naples ? 

^' Only three, Signor :" said Pietro. 
^' Your es:cellency, Ihe beautiful Signora^ 
[' and her gallant, that I left at Caprea." 
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'^ Bttt, are you gure there was no otBer 
person ?'' eried Yillasantelle, half angry 
at what he thought^ an attempt to impose 
on him. 

^' I ean haye no interest in deeeiyiDg 
yoU| Signor," replied the man rather in a 
Burly tone : '^ and if the truth were known> 
perhaps you haye as little interest in the 
persons you enquire for.'' 

Instantly conceiving that Yietoria and 
her friend were really. on board, Henriquez 
beeame more urgent with Pietro to tell 
him the trutb> with a^ promise of reward 
if he would > do so. But ho wever honest 
Pietro might find himsel^ disposed to ac« 
eept the latter, he still repeated his asserr 
tions^ and .even desired Yillasantelle ta 
seareh the ship* 

The Spaniard instantly deseended onee* 
more to the eabin^ and whilst he was 
searehing every. nook^ Pietro took a paper 
from the floor and presented it to bim.< 

The monient he east his eyes on it^ he 
perceived that it was written in the same 
hand writing of tke one he had ^oundia' 
the grave» at ihe St. Theresa« 






The words were these : 
^' Eyery thing is eompleted^ abd a few 
" hours will give you liberty t — ■ Agnes^ 
'^ whom I haye spoken to at the grate told 
nie how narrowly yoii eseaped deteeiioa 
in both plaees^ together with the loss of 
^^ your eloak. The weet sister had nearly 
'* undone us by Ker mistake f— My Cas- 
^^tilian friend eame hot iilllong after« 
*' wards ; but the youth io whom she 
** spoke will not betray us ! — He has euri- 
'^ osity^ it is true^ to seek into the affairs 
^* 6f others, bui hc is a lover of niystery, 
'^ and his sense of honor is worthy of - his 
^' descent> ■ Pear nothing^ theretore^ my 
beloyed Yietoria ! liopei iot sUeeess, bold- 
ly step forward} and we are safe« 

< 

^* Adieu^ 

Alphonso.*/ 

This billet presenied ptoof uaddiiable 
that Yietoria had been ili the shlp^ Jbvt for 
her disappearanise^ ( w%en> af(er searehing 
it all oyer, Henriquez was eonyineed that 
she was not on board^ ) it was impossible 
to aeeount. . 
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i^^ered that it was b J'!k'- *"'' ^' *«» 
«»>ing that H^. *" *^" «'«»««. »ot eoo. 

nV design in doinir «r. » ^hat m 



The «ophiatry at iJl *; 
^»» to offer them ^r ^"^**** that it 

whi,pered, '^ Ah, Henrioul ' TT'""^ 
"jour«elf| fe ^_ *'"**' J^ou deceive 

"»ore.elfi,hn.otir,"'^*^^*^-'«»*a 






Te<iesses> he had soon made the inyestiga* 
tion* He was sensible that the beauty and 
the interesting appearanee of Yietoria had 
inspired the tenderest feelings for her ; and 
he then, with a deep and heayy sigh, re- 
membered that Yietoria was aeeompanied 
by that Alphonso Vhose name she had pro- 
nouneed with sueh touehing fondnes8^ and 
he detested himself for the sentiments and 
Mrishes he found rising in his ho8om« 

In reyeries of this nature^ to whieh, 
mrtwithstanding the impetuous aetiyity of 
his disposition^ no man eould he more sub- 
ject^ Henriquez spent his time till the ship 
in whieh he was^ reaehed its destined port^ 
and he was put on shorO) to seek^ in a wild 
and seareely inhahited eountry^ the meiMis 
of returning to Naples. ^ 

The plaee where he landed bore eyi« 
dent traees of haying onee been of some 
«onsequence^ though the flat near the shore 
exhibited nothing but a few huts of fish. 
ermen. At the distanee of about a quarter 
of a mile, howeyer, were the remains of a 
fortress, whieh had onee been a plaee of 
great strength, though now whoUy dis- 
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mantled ; but that some part of it was yet 
inhabited^ Henriquez was eonyineed, by 
obserying a small columnof smoke aseepd-' 
ing from one of the ehimnies. 

It was alread j evening^ and the setting 
sun whieh, from wbateyer reason^ lends a 
eharm to eyery object, beamed brightly on 
the shore^ and the huts, and shone with 
yet fuller radianee on the aneient eastle 
whieh Henriquez epntemplated^ gilding its 
heayy towers and blazing on the glass 
that yet remained in the western windows, 
whieh appeared to be the inhabited part 
of the building : but the tall eypresses 
whieh grew in the negleeted garden were 
yiolently agitated at interyals by the blast^ 
that now rose every moment^ threatening 
a jriolent storm at night. - 

Obserying this, and pereeiying that 
as the sun sunk beneath the horizon a 
blaek mist gathered oyer both the sea and 
land, Henriquez walked round the fortre8S 
in seareh of an entranee, from whenee he 
might find his way to whoever inhabited 
thfs solitary spot^ to demand a shelter from 
the night. 
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With some difficulty^ and seambling 
through the brambles and brushwood that 
grew in.the moat, into whieh Henriquez 
had by ehanee deseended^ he found a path 
whieh led him to a small door in what 
had onee been the portal-tower, 

Here, though the door was ajar^ he 
knoeked for some time without effect^ as 
the Yiolenee o/ the wind ereated a noise 
so toud as nearly to drown that made bjr 
the young Spaniard. At length he gathered 
eourage to push the wieket entirely open, 
and to eross the great eourt into whieh it 
admitted.him^ to the grand entranee. This 
was a heayy areh of rough marble, but 
whieh^ from its great size and the eorreet- 
ness of the design and workmanship, had 
an air of majestic beauty. 

Within this areh, whieh gare admit- 
tanee to the inside^ or lesser eourt^ were 
two staireases lit from the top^ whieh tho* 
now in deep shadow from the approaeh 
of night, Henriquez perceived must lead 
to the ehambers of the north and south 
4iide of the eastle. 

After some hesitation he aseended on 
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the northern side^ and fouDd himself in a 
small but gloomy ehamber) with Hrgt 
folding doors at eaoh end : tbose at th^ 
head of the stairs were wide open^ but the 
others were so nearly elosed^ that it was 
not without difficulty that Yillasantelle 
forced a passage iato an antique and ap- 
parently endless gallery. 

Along one side of it was a range oP 
high and narrow windows^ in* the tops df 
whieh were depietured on the glass sundry 
eoats of arms^ apparently those of tbe 
* knights wbose armour supported by the^r 
lanees stood opposite to eaeh : ranged 
aboYe the armour were an infinite nilmber 
of banners and other trophies^ now all alike 
blaek and undistinguishable from ages*of 
negleet. 

Whilst with a eautious step and niany 
an anxious glanee to eaeh side of him 
Henriquez adyaneed^ he was struek by the 
report of a pistol. He listened in trem- 
bling agitation^ as the pealing eehoes again 
and again returned the sound^ and felt an 
indeseribable emotion wholly new to him : 
it was not fear^ for Henriqiiez had a soul 



looapaMe of oae eowatdly thought : but 
there wa» ienietbiog ia the deep gloom of 
eyery thing arouoi» wbieb bt4 itto striktng 
eirtttmstaiiee to en^ge Im ardent euri- 
^ty im pnrMiit, that impregsed ht0 mind 
tiith awe almott ayerpoweriag his bteuU 
iieft. Wbikt he yet heiitated whether to 
]f9oceed, ht east his eye on an opposite 
wittdow in tbe southem bnildings, from 
wbeaee fae dbtinguisbed tbe brigbt bbize 
e( a fire in one of the apartments* Hen» 
liqiiez no looger deliberated^ bnt hastily 
^nitting ihe gaUery fae deseended tbe stair* 
eaiO) and^ monntiDg the otber> was in a 
moment at the Iblding doors whieb barred 
tbe enteanee to the ebambert. 

Here be again knoeked for some time 
with Tiolenee^ and at length bad tbe good 
ibrtnne to make himself heard. A man^ 
wbose features he eould not distinguish^ 
opened tbe door jii8t &r enongb io put his 
head out^ and carefnUy holdii^ it so^ de* 
manded wbat be wanted ? 

Henriquea replied^ that ha^ing tbat 
eremiig landed in Galabria^ aod the storm 
being too Yiolest to permit bim to return 
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> to 'lhe ship he eame in, (whiehwas the 
truth ) he desired to obtain a night's lodg* 
ing, for whieh he would pay. 

In order to give the greater weight to 
this proposal^ yillasantelie drew out his 
purse : but what was his confttsion to fihd 
y that it eontained only two se^uins^ he 
having given all the rest to the boatraea 
who rowed him from Gaprea. The impru<* 
denee of stripping himself of his money 
appeared trivial at that time^ as be meant 
to return to the island^ where resrded a 
^elation^ who he knew would supply his 
peeuniary wants. But it now appear^d a 
' matter of serious moment^ and after a short 
pause he began to relate to tbis Gerberus 
of tbe Gastle how he was situated. 

The man ( as an English boor would 
have done) said it was an unlueky thing^ 
but the Signor surely eould not expect him 
to grant him a lodging without some seeu- 
rity of being paid for it. 

'' I'II take you myself, Signor/' hc 
cohtinuedj *' in my boat to Gaprea in the 
morning, if you will pay me when we 
gei there : but how ean I be eertaia 



€f 



TrLLASANTBLLB. 66 

^ that y(m will not make off in tbe night 
" without aeknowledging my kindness ?'' 

Henriqaez by no means understood 
the hints meant to he gi^n him by the 
stranger, and at last he boldly asked for 
BOine depostt of yalue 8ufficient to reim- 
barse him for his civility if Yillasantelle 
eseaped in tbe night : and pointing to his 
wwari at the same time that he glaneed his 
eje OTcr the rest of his dress, said that 
was the onTy one worth taking. 

With mueh reluetanee^ HeDriquez 
drew it from his belt, but refused to sur- 
neirder it till he saw what sort of reeeption 
was prepared for him« . The man then un« 
eloied the door^ and leading him to the 
room where was the iire^ he gave Hen- 
riquez a mbment^s time to look around 
hira. eiose to the hearth sat a woman 
of about forty, with a face very mueh 
8un-burnt> and whieh seemed never to 
have boasted either beauty or sweetness of 
expre8sion : her large and bohy arms sup- 
ported a sleeping infant^ and a young girl 
knelt beside her eontemplating the face 
of the baby, 

G 3 



V 



66 YILLASANTELLE. 

Oa the entranee of the stranger, the 
young person sprung from her knees^ and 
throwing baek her head, shook from about 
her face the fair and eurling loeks that 
had shaded it as she stooped. 

Strongly suseeptible of female eharms^ 
the attention of Henriquez was now rivet- 
ed on this lovely girl. She appeared about 
sixteen^ and her figure was so delieately 
proportioned^ as to have ^he airy lightness 
of a sylph : her complexion was beauti-^ 
fully fair^ and the blood seemed evcrj mo- 
ment tp rush into her eheeks and reeede 
as her thoughts yaried in their tenor : her 
eyes were of the^ darkest shade of blue^ 
and shot eontinually from beneath her 
long dark eyelashes beams of inconceiv*- 
able sweetness and gaiety : all the laugh^ 
ing graees played about her lips, on whieh 
she now plaeed her white and taper fingeo 
as if to enjoin silenee for fear of disturb- 
in^ the sleep of the infant. 

Henriquez bowed in silenee^ and gave 
his sword to the man, whose face he now 
for the first time saw. His features were 
harsh ; but they bore the stamp of honesty^ 
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and ltenriquez suATered him to earry away 
his eloak^ whieh^ as it rained verj heayily 
during the last half hour, he huug on a 
peg near the fire to dry. * 

The young adyenturer now sat down^ 
and began a whispering eonYersation with 
the o\d woman ; but his eye soon wandered 
in seareh of tbe beautiful girl. It soon 
diseoyered her at a little distanee talking 
to the man ; her delieate little hand rested 
on his shoulder as she seemed to Usten 
anxiousIy to what he was saying : by de- 
grees tbe smiles faded from her eounteu'- 
anee ; the tide of youthful spirits that had 
Aowed to ber eheek eeased to mantle tbere^ 
and in a moment or two she burst into 
tears. Henriquez saw this^ aud he saw 
also that the man kissed the hand she put 
into his as she left the apartment. He 
then adyaneed to the fire. 

'' Whither is Isabel gone ?" enquired 
the woman. 

" To her ehamber^'' said the man.~ 
'^ I have brought her news she likes not." 

The woman, without speaking, now 
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rose^ and earr jing tlie ittfaiit in her arms, 
faHowed Isabel. 

'^ Is that beautiful girl your daugh- 
ter?*' said llenriquez to the man who 
alone remained. 

No Signor ; mj nieee." 
And has she always lired ^ith ycfn 
*^ in this solitude ?'* 

" •' No, Signor ; No : lf she had^ how 
'^ do jou think she eould eome bj so pretty 
'^anair!" 

'^ Sho seems," eried Henriquez with 
warmth, '^ as if every thing elegant and 
gTaceful were natural to her.** 

" Yet, if she had had no better tutor 
^^ than Paulo, whieh is mjself, she would 
^' have been but a countrj weneh/' 

Signor Paulo seemed verj well in- 
elined to be more communicative, but he 
eould no longer draw the attention of his 
guest, for the lovelj Isabel, onee more, 
with her all dimpling smiles, returned to 
the room, aeeompanied bj the old woman. 

She immediatelj seated herself bj the 
iire^ and taking up a eushion for making 
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laee, quietly b^n to work. She sighed 
onee or twiee as she went on^ &nd then 
suddenly began to sing« 

His natiye language now struek the 
ears of HenriqueZy for Isabel began the 
ballad so well known in Spain^ ^ 

" Madre, la mi madrei" &c. 
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As she sung, her eyes were intently 
fixed on her work, and Henriquez, without 
fear of confu8ing her^ gazed ardently upon 
her» As the words of a language so dear 
to him met his ear, eonyeyed on the sweet 
tones of the yoiee of Isabel^ he internally 
exclaimed^ 

'^ Yietoria ! thou art no longer un- 
''equalled!" 

And, unable to resist the fa8cination 
tbat impelled him/be erept round to the 
baek of Isabel's ehair^ saying in a low 
yoiee as she eoneluded her song, 

How sweetly^does Spanish proeeed 
from your lips ! What spirit does that 
sonnet derive from your expression/' 
Isabel smiled. 
'^ Yet I sing it as a parrot, Signor." 
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^' Wbat meatt yolit Isobiel ?" 

lmhe\ did Mt again t imle : ihe Imkei 
rather displeased as «be repiied^ 

^' I do mot imderttaiid the words^ 
^ 8igAor/' 

'^ Ah ! no Inbel t yom looks ttettayed 
^^ that you feU all their meaning.^ 

Henriquez then with a smile repeated> 
in 8pani#h, 

** Thti nrptured heart wKieh onee hath felt 
^ A ustao of Lo^e's delig)it| 
*^<Fliea, Hke the niDlh's impetiioas wing^ 
^* To fixul tbe taper*» ligbt.^ 

It was not foi: the sprightly Isabe}^ 
who perfectlj understood Spanish^ to hear 
with the uneonseious Taeaney of ignoranee 
this quotation : and &he anawered him in 
the words of another SpaniAb poet^ with a 
purity and elegaRoe in her pronuneiatiota 
that seemed to proelaim her haying reeeir- 
ed an eseellent edueation. 

^ Dear Isabet^** eried Henrtqu6z^ *' tell 
'^ me what eountry you aie of ? Oh ! If 
'' you are a Spaniard, I shall )ove you a 
^^ thousand times more than I do/^ 

Isabel burst into a laugh. 



^' Aad pray, eourteow stranger," she 
returiied^ ^' is U, niaterial to yoU to know 
^^ whef e Arst I drew breath ? '' 

^< It 109 loTely raaid)'' ansirared the en* 
mpiured youtii. 

She now east her eyes dowawardt aud 
in a low v<^ioa proiMiuneodj 

''Seyiller' 

HenriqneK m>w begaa to ask her se« 
veral other ^uegtions^ whieh she answered 
in the most laeonie manner, in Italian : nor 
eouM he prevail on her to utter aaother 
83rlla\)le of Spanish, 

Impatimit of this eautioua reserre, 
yillasantelle attemptedtoespostulate; but 
with an areh smile^ she shook her head^ 
and glaneed her eye to Paulo^ who was 
reelining baek in his ehair^ 

He skeps," said Henrtque%. 
Like a fox !'' whispered Isabel : and 
direetly began to sing a Sieilian ditty. 

• ProYoked by the eareless arehne^ Of 
her eountenanee, as she thus erushed his 
hopes^ Henriquee retires to some distanee^ 
and endeayouring to overcome, or rather 
eoneeal^ his ehagrin^ began to ehat to Ma- 
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delina, the old woman^ who was now em* 
ployed in dressing some fish for suppeir. 
She answered him yery la^onieally^ and 
seemed almost angry with him for address- 
ing her : he had therefore nothing for it 
but total silenee^ dr another attempt to 
engage the impraetieable I^abel in con« 
Tersation. 

Preferring the latter> he resumed his 
post at the baek of her ohair^ and^ as at 
the moment he did so^ she diseontinuing 
her song> he said 

Is it long^ Isabel/sinee you haye 
inhabited this solitary plaee ?*' 

Not very long, Signor: but I be- 
'* lieve for a spaee that you would think 
'' tedious." 

'* And why is it," resumed Henrii|uez, 
'^ that you^ who seem to have been aeeus^ 
'^ tomed to far diiferent seenes, think that 
'* time shorty whieh you belieye would by 
'' me be esteemed long.'* 

Oh, Signor !" she answered smiling^ 
we are very different people^ and our 
opinions vary extremely. You, for in- 
stanee» thiok tbis plaee a solitude : io 
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me it appears far otherwise! Here I 
en^oy healtb^ peaee, and liberty : aod 
if I bappen to entertain any wisb for 
** tbe forHial eireles, tbat the world pleases 
'^ to misname $ociettf, I ean enjoy them 
^' in perfection» by paying a visit to tbe 
'' kQigbi'& gallery» 

^^ Butt ray lovely Isabel^'' eried Hen- 
riquez^ who by the knight's gallery^ under« 
stood she meant the plaee where he had 
been before he found out the residenee of 
Paulo^ ^' where haTe you learned to look 
'^ tbus philosophieally oa what the gene. 
*' rality of your sex, at your age, would 
esteem pkasure?'' 

Nature^ Signor, has been my in- 

" ^ruetress : she never refuses lo bestow 

'' her ligbts on those wbo worship ber in 

ber unsopbistieated garb. But most of 

my opinions bappen to differ from the 

generality of young women's of my age 

'' and eountry, and therefore I abandoiied 

'^ it, for I found I was eontinually eon»- 

*' mitting some/nwr 'pas. 

" Heaven has been pleased to endow 
'' me with reason and vivacity, and I was 

H 
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^^ perpetually outraging eustom and pro- 
priety, by thinking for myself : I eould 
easily eoneeal with rouge the complexion 
nature has given me« beeause onee laid 
on, it required no further eare or reeol- 
^' leetion, but I eould not with equa1 faci- 
" lity eoneeal a smile when the forms of 
^* polite eompanies appeared ridieulous to 
'^ me!'' 

HenriqueZj who^ in this obseryation, 
discovered the truth, of v^hich he had be- 
fore been nearly convinced, namely^ that 
Isabel had moved in superior eireles^ now 
exclaimed, 

" Isabel, you astonish me ! " 
'^ That is what I have done many 
'^ people," she returned gaily. '^ Donna 
^' Agnes, Donna Maria, and a thousand 
*^ other Donnas have pronouneed me mad : 
'' but if I am, 'tis a reasonable madness 
" whieh has led me to prefer freedom and 
'' eontent in an old fortress here, to a 
'^ stat^ imprisonment in the superb man- 
'' sion of the Gountess de Villasantelle ; 
'^ doubtful how soon I might be transfer- 
^* red to another plaee of severer bondage." 
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At the mention of his aunt^ who be 
knew to be meant^ Henriquez felt thunder- 
struek : he knew that she had had a young 
gid under her proteetion for sorae years^ 
and his astonishment in meeting her for 
the first time on the shore of Galabria, 
was boundless : and ( eonsidering the ro* 
mauiiie turn of mind of the young Span- 
iard,) might also ba said to be highly 
pleasureable. 

With a yehemenee tbat attraeted the 
attention of Madelina and Paulo^ and seem- 
ed to embarrass Isabel exceedingly, he en- 
treated to be told, what had indueed her 
to quit the proteetion of his aunt ? How 
long it was sinee she had left Scville ? and 
asked a thousand ^uestions, with a rapidity 
that admitted not of reply. He had (akeii 
both her hands whilst he spoke, and Isabel 
now drawing thera away with an air of 
displeasure, said at the same time, with 
tbe utmost eoldness, 

^' I ara well pleased, Signor, that you 
^' would not before suffer me to speak« 
" sinee I have now an opportunity to 
'* answer all your questions at onee. It 

h3 
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** eannot by any means import you to know 
'^ the truth of anj one of those points on 
^* whieh yoiLhaye been so inquisitive ; and 
^ I fairly tell you that I will nat inform 
*'you!'' 

" Cruel gi/l !" eried Henriquez, — 
^^ How have I deserved that you should 
" treat me with sueh reserve ?*' 

^^ You should rather enquire> Sigaor^ 
'' how you were entitled to the confidence 
'^ with whieh I spoke to you, before the 
" freedom of your treatment of me warn* 
'' ed me that I ought to keep you at a 
*' distanee.** 

Isabel, as she spoke^ rose from her 
seat and retired; leaving Henriquez not 
ouly surprised and perp]exed^ but inj5ome 
measure ashamed also. 

Paulo, for some moments, seemed to 
regard him with euriosity and distrust^ and^ 
but ill suppressed a smile of mueh mean^ 
ing^ as he invited him to partake of the 
meal whieh Madelina had now plaeed on 
the board. 

Henriquez^ though all inelination to 
eat was fled with the severe and ineom- 



YILLASANTELLE. 77 

prehensible Isabel, slowly approaehed the 
table^ and took a seat opposite the one 
that remained vacant for his beautiful 
eountrywoman. Madelina helped him to 
sonie £sh whieh he merely tasted, his de- 
sire of again beholding^ Isabel indueing 
hioi to keep his eyes eonstantly fixed on 
the door^ but she appeared there no more ; 
and not eyen the excellent wine with whieh 
Paulo regaled his guest eould raise the 
spirits of the young Spaniard sufficiently 
fbr him to afford a single smile to the 
facetious tales of his host, who relatedy 
with a eonsiderable portion of rough hu- 
mour^ an infinite number of stories of rob-. 
beries and murders^ with a eireumstantial. 
preeision that half prompted Henriquez to 
belieye he had been a party in them. The 
moment this idea entered his brain^ Yilla- 
sai^elle beeame obseryant^ and perceived 
that Madelina^ when she iraagined herse>f 
unseen^ mademany signals to bim to dis- 
eontinue his harangues*. But Henriquez^ 
who was now as eurious to hear his eom- 
munieations as he had before been eareless 
even about bis presenee, eneouraged him, 
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bj question8, f o go od^ and the uneasiness 
of M adelina yisibly encfeased. At length^ 
lioweyer^ she said with an air of gaiety io 
Paulo^ 

Why Paulo ! Husband ! what are 
you about ? You will persuade the good 
Signor that you are little better than 
*' the eut-throat dogs you are talking of/' 

^' Neyer raind, weneh!" replied the 
husband^ '^ If the signor takes every man 
'* for a thief who ean tell a merry tale of 
'^ our Calabrian heroes, he would haye no 
*^^ business to eome amongst us. 

^' We are honest, Signor^" he added^ 
turning with an uneouth bow to Hen- 
riquez^ '* though we niay know those who 
" are otherwise*'* 

There was something so frank in this 
speeeh^ that Henriquez instantly gaye up • 
liis suspieions ; and shaking Paulo by the 
Iiand^ desired to be shewn to a plaee where 
he might take some repose. 

His host arose^ and taking a lamp^ with 
a tardy step, preeeded him down the stairs 
and up those of the opposite building into 
tlie gallery he had before been in. If it 
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bad then appemred so awful and gloomy a 
plaee, how mueh more so must it do now^ 
when^ as Paulo passed along it^ his lamp 
east a transtent ray on every suit of armour 
by turns : and^ by its light^ rendered the 
obseurity without the windows more par* 
tieularly striking. As the wind was nor- 
tberlyy the storm wfts heard here more vio- 
lently thui in the apartment of Paulo, and 
the rain beat with eonsiderable foree upon 
'ttie easements^ foreing the wires^ that were 
without, to preserYe the painted glass^ a« 
gainst tbem, with .a erashing noise that 
augmmted the terrifie eharaeter of the 
plaee. 

'^ It is Tery eold,'* said Paulo shiver- 
ing^ and quickening his paee, whieh obliged 
Henriquez to do the same, tili they arriyed 
at the farther end of the gallery. Here> 
wbile his eonduetor stopped to unfasten 
the door^ as he set down the lamp, Hen-* 
riquez was raabled to distinguish through 
a window^ elose to whieh he stood, a light 
in.one of the opposite windows, and he 
was pretty eertain that he beheld the sha- 
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dows of a number of persons, vrho were 
sitting round the fire that eaused the light. 

Again a sentiment of suspieion darted 
aeross his mind^ and he was about to de- 
elare his resolution to go no farther^ when 
Paulo himself, obserying the light^ said, 

^' Come^ Signor^ hasten. Madelina^ 
" you pereeiYe» is making up the fire for 
'' the night, and will expect me baek/' 

Henriquez then suATered himself to be. 
eondueted along a short eorridor^ whieh 
now presented itself, into a large ehamber 
totally unfurnished« He smiled^ as he 
looked round it, saying, ^^ Do you suppose 
my friend, that I haye taken an oath to 
lie upon the boards^ for I see no other 
eoueh prepared for me ?" 

Paulo) without replying, opened ano- 
ther door, whieh admitted them into an 
inner apartment^ where Henriquez was 
agreeably surprised to find a good fire^ 
near whieh was an old eane sopha, on whieh 
was a mattress. 

*^ Madelina> Signor/' then said Paulo, 
'^ thought you would like this eoueh better 
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^'tban yonder «talely bed, wiiieh is pro^ 
^^ baMy daoip^ and OMifortle». Good 
^ night, Signor/' 

HenrH|iieK iras going to entreat to 
hare hts sword restored to him^ bnt reeol* 
l^eted tbat sueh a request eould inspire 
only tbe same distrust it wonld maniAsst» 
reluetantly pronouneed Good nigbt ! and 
was then left to the eompany of his own 
thoughts. That, on this oeeasion, th^ 
were not the most agreeable soeiety imagi- 
nable, seareely admits a questiott : and yet 
his situation was so little positiTe» tbat be 
seTeral times enquired of bimself, wbat 
eause there was of iineasiness ? He had, 
when Paulo left bim, seated himself by 
the fire, on whieh he now intently fixed 
his eyes, unwiiling to withdraw them, for 
fear of beholding some confirmation of his 
danger. Determined, however, io conquer 
what he esteemed a weakness^ be arose 
and walked about the room. The stately 
old bed^ whieh stood in a part of the room 
to wbieb the light of the ^re^ or of the 
lamp whieh Paulo bad left on tbe bigh 
projecting ehimney pieee^ did not reaehs 
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drew his attention, and he adyaneed ta it. 
It was in the forni of a tent; and tbe 
eords that had onee supported the drapery 
were now of no further use, and it hung 
down to the Aoor^ entirely eoneealing what 
was within them. Almost at the risk of 
suffocation^ from the eloud of dust that^ 
flew from the eurtains on being touehed^ 
Henriquez drew them aside, and perceived 
what appeared to be a comfortabIe dowii 
bed, with a coverIet^ whieh, on ^eeling, l\e 
di8covered to be velvet spread over it* — 
Haviiig satisAed his euriosity^ or rather 
terminated his suspieioni that some person 
might . be eoneealed there^ he again drew 
near the fire, and prepared to streteh hinu 
self upon his mattress : but the fire^ whieh 
he had no fuel to renew, was now burned 
so low as to afford very little warmth ; and 
the wind rushed with sueh force through 
the shattered easements, and through tbe 
ctevices of botb the door of that room and 
the next^ that he found his situation very 
uncoinfortable. The idea then presented 
itself of retreating to the bed> whieh he 
immediatelj did ; and^ dreading its damp* 
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ness, earried thither his mattressi whieh he 
plaeed oyer the eoyerlet. His next eare 
i^as to remoye the lamp ; to set it on a 
high stool that was by the bed side, that 
he might trim it without leaying his eoueh^ 
should it "want it in the eourse of the 
night : a nevr distress now presented itself : 
Paulo had not replenished the lamp \?hen 
he had brought it from his own apart- 
ment, and the oil was now so nearly spent 
that the light eould not last aboye a quar- 
ter of an hour longer. HenriqueZ| there- 
fore was obliged to be eontent, even when 
(moying the lamp with unguarded haste) 
it was extinguished, and he was Iefl in 
total darkness : he then threw himself on 
his bed^ and in despite of the noyelty of 
his situation, whieh threatened to depriye 
him of rest) soon fell asleep. 

Yillasantelle was uneonseious how long 
he had enjoyed his repose, when the open- 
ing of a door near where he lay awoke 
him, and prepared him for ( what he had 
all along expected ) a yisit from his treaeh- 
erous host, or some of his eolleagues. He 
now heard heavy ^ootsteps, and presently 
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aiterwards the sound of ihd ^oiees of men : 
he started up and felt for his sword, but 
reeolleeting how imprudently he had dis- 
posed of it) be retreated behiiid the eur- 
tains of the bed^ and watehed through an 
opemng the approaeh of the intruders. 

In a moment the door of the room 
opened and two men entered : one of them 
bore a small aod feebie lan^^ whieh gaye 
not light sufficient for Henriquez to dis- 
eoyer what it was his eompanimi earried^ 
whieh eaused an odd sort of rattling 8ound« 

As tbey adyaoeed Ihrough the room», 
ooe of 'them> obserying the eoueh that was 
near the bearth, enquired what it did 

there ? 

'^ You must know/' repdied his eonip 
panion^ stopping, ^^ that when bonest Sig«- 
'' nor P^ulo has a guest " 

^^ He does not pretend to entertain 
'^ strangersj does he ?*' interrupted the 
^' othkr man, in a tone of surprise and 
displeasure. 

Why you know that if a gay Signor 
desires a lodgiag^ and many there be 
*' that eome after bis little girl, I warrant 
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^' Gome^ eome/* again interrupied tbe 
Srst who hsd spoken, ** let us not stand 
^' prating hei^e: we have other work to do/' 
They then again moTed onwards, hut 
as ihey had passed the bed^ Henrigues 
eould no longer see them» without ineur- 
ing the danger of being him«elf discovered 
by leayiDg his plaee. Suddenly^ however^ 
the light Tanished^ and the sound of their 
footsteps eoased at onee^ leaving Yilia- 
sanielle no means of eerti^^ring whether 
th6j remained in his ehamber, or had left 
it by 8ome passage he had not in his exa« 
mtnation of the room discovered. 

In this state of perplexity the young 
Spaniard eontinued for about ten minutes, 
not daring to moTO» lest he should rush 
on the point of the sword of one of those 
ambushed ruffians^ who^ he was conviacedj 
had eome with no good design. 

At length» however, they returned; 
eaeh assisting in supporting the weight of 
some load that ealled for their utmost ex- 
ertions, though Henriquez eould not (from 
the obseurity) discover what it was, When 
they reaehed the door, whieh they had left 
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opeo> it was- shuU ^u^' ^^ ^^ a{ijpeared 
the most eautious^ or tiq(iid, of the t wo) 
exclaimed: *^ How. eomes: this ?'* 

^' ^Tis the wind/' «dd hia eompanion ; 
^' Do jou uot miudihow ifc rushet through- 
'' the rooms ?"* 

The load they bore WH^en laid on 
the Aoor^ aud oae of the meu haviiig open- 
ed the ddor^ theyagain resumed itj and 
marehed away^ 

Henriqu^ now, suddettly took the 
solution of followii]^ them, to «see 
they went> andj if pos8ible> to dkeoTer 
what they carried« He tberefore left* hh 
plaee of concealment> and; guided by the 
light> overtook them just as they reaebed' 
the gallery: he tben . slaekened hts pace> 
not to eome too near- them> though he wa«« 
not too distant to oyerbear their eonTer-» 
sation« 

^^ How I hate. to pass^ this loBg gal« 
leryT^ said hewbohad before manilest^ 
his eowardly disposition> ^' whea I think 
'^ that the owaers of all this armour ha¥e 
^' been murdered .; I wonder that their 
*' ghosts dot«not walk out with it on«" 
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W» "«mnipniiDii BHiWGired btai bjr a 
ioud Ibd^Ii^ 3itfd i& l^ inidbt af it^ -es* 
•ihiiined wittr ill eoimterfei(ed alairm^ 

«« Hat Bei«ratid, «vrhtft is Ibat P' 

** Wbat r* eried *he«errified Bertrand, 
Biopping. 

'•' &fc y©» M^ yrader Irehnet l How 
'^ k mameB i-^TbePe !**-See^ Bertrand^ hotf 
^Hh9^l '' 

'^'Satita Mariar MareoT How yoii 
iiik ! Do hold ihy tmgue : thou kno west 
Mt \ii4iat may happen/^ 

Marei» tiow^ sMining delighted at the 

dnteesB of hm ootnpanimi^ pertistea in tor- 

menting hiniy and pointingtea partieular 

tmt 0f arnour^ soon eottYineed the eredu-* 

loBS rdlaw ttiat every part of it was tn 

oiotio^^ and then with peals ef laughter 

ridieuled liis iears, And yet^ was not thf& 

brayo more oourageous than the simple 

Bertrand) for when they eame near the 

Maour^ whieh had a^orded him so mueh 

mirth at the expense 6f his eomrade^ he 

hmg baekj and betrayed sueh ayerseness 

to passing it^ that Bertrand in his turn 

hegnR to ridieule him, exelailning^ 

I 2 
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^^ Why> Yaliant Mareo ! Art afraid of 
a ghost» man !«— Why 'twill not htirt thee/' 

Aiidj ^ith a laugh^ whieh to Hea* 
riquez betrayed his superstitious terrors^ 
he defied his eompanion to toueh the mys* 
terious helmet. 

Mareo enrageda instantly reeolleeted 
himseir^ and summoning all his eourage^ 
adtaneed to the armour^ and gaye it so 
Yiolent a blow that the lanee whieh sup- 
ported it snapped in two, and it all: falling 
together ereated a noise whieh eompletety 
terrified both the men^ and they retreated 
with the utmost espedition^ not forgettingj 
howeyer» their burthen. 

IIenriqueZj onee more in darkness^ 
and in greater perplexity than ever, uoable 
to follow his yisitors ^urther^ from the sud- 
denness and haste of their departure^ whilst 
he was himself obliged to advance with 
eautious steps^ now thought it best to 
grope his way baek to his ehamber ; and^ 
haYiDg at last found his bed^ he onee more 
lay down^ but eould not again resign him- 
self to sleep. All the remainder of the 
oight he spent in listening to the bowling 
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of tlie vrindj and, towards morniogt as it 
subsided into a ealni^ the stillness of eyery 
thing around, the darkoess^ and his weari« 
ness of mind dnd body, linited to thro\f 
bim into an unr€!freshing slumben 

When next yillasantelle liwoke^ it wal 
day, and he instantly spf ung from his eoueh 
with an iotention of immediately seeking 
Pkulo : but laiddenly reeolleeting the Sig- 
nors^ Beitrand and Mareo^ he first began a 
seanreh for the outlet bj whieh it was pretty 
eyident they had Ieft the rooin^ when thej 
first tisited it. 

The apartment ^as hung round with 
tatteted arras^ whieh ]flenriquez9 eertain 
Aat something strange and mjsterious 
wourd'present itsetf, began to raise in every 
part^ seeking a private door. But instead 
of diseoyering, as he eKpeeted, a narrow 
dbor plated with iron and strongly barred, 
the arras (two eompartments of whieh 
joined immediately over the plaee) alone 
eoneealed an arehed door ease^ from whieh 
if there ever was a dbor^ / it had been 
remoyedj and he entered a eireular elo- 
»et, eyidently formed' by one of the round 

i3 
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towers of tbe fortress : but as it was en- 

tirely empty^ aod there were no haDgings 

that eould eoneeal any thing, Henriquez 

was about to quit it^ when a erimson stain» 

that dyed a great part of the Aoor^ drew 

bis attention and fixed it in borrible eer- 

tainty of all he bad suspeeted. He con« 

tinued motionless^ with his ejes fixed on it 

for some moments^ unable to give any form 

to the eroud of ideas that rushed on his 

mind^ as he reeolleeted the midni^t visit 

of the two men be had seen tbe nigbt be« 

fore^ and remembered the dead and beayy 

sound tbat their burthen produeed when 

let fa11 on the floor. He reealled also to 

mind the terrors of Bertrand and Marco> 

and the obserTation of the form6r^ that the 

o wners of the armour had all been murdered» 

When onee suspieion of any kind find8 

its way into a romantie mind, there is no 

eireumstanee^ howeyer triAiog, that does 

not lend strength to it; and Henriquez 

now fancied that he bad undoubted proof ' 

of the eulpability of his two noeturnal yisi- 

ors : but he y^as too generous to inelude 

Paulo in tUe list of the guilty, till he bad 
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ebtained better inforniation on the 8ubjectj 
vrbich he determined if possible.to proeure, 
In pursuanee of a plan that he now 
began to form^ he repaired to the gallery^ 
to seareh for some weapon of defence ; 
whieh^ if he eould proeure^ he resoWed to 
spend anothet night in the same apartment 
where be had done the last^ and wateh 
whither the two men went to^ should they 
return^ whieh was^ ' however> it must be 
confessed^ rather improbable. But^ pro<* 
bability was not what Henriquez most at- 
tended to^ and he aeeordingly persisted in 
his design. 

As he walked down the gallery^ look«» 
ing for a sword, the armour that Mareo 
had thrown down met his eye^ and instantly 
suggested a ehange in his measures: he 
took it all up pieee by pieee^ and little 
eonyersant a& he was with things of that 
nature^ drew a tolerably aeeurate eondu- 
aion that it would fit him^ and resolyed 
upon eon^eying it seeretly ta his ehamber 
after Paulo should haye taken leaye of him> 
and eq.uipping himself in it^ to plaee him-* 
«elf where it had been supported by tbe 



9S VILLA8AKTEtLE. 

Uoeo^ and thu9, (perbaps mmspeeteA,y 
'imteh those whose behaTior bad sa mueh 
kiterested hira, or, if diseoyered, might 
easily impose himself oa their eredulity 
as a ghost. 

But^ in order to proYide for his safetjr 
at all eTents, he seleeted from many others 
a strong and weighty falcbfn^ wbieb he 
ptroYideatly c<Hrveyed on the instant to fhe 
eoneealmeiit of his bed ;: that he mi^Ekt not 
be destitute of aH defence should he be 
preymted iki&m patting Ibe rest of his^ 
seheme ia execu^km. 

When he had deposited hisr sabre nr 
Bahity, he nad» his^ way to* tbe room where 
he had supped the» nighlr bef&re» Ooiy^ 
l^addina aad Isabel were there ; tbe' ibr^ 
BMr busiedf iii^ preparing breakiast^ and 1fi% 
kiMer saA near the. fire supporting on her 
knees th^ ififtnt on whielt 9he had* been 
gazing' when Henriquez' first beheld' her; , 
Her eoiintenanee was- now pdlb, and baeP 
an undes(^ibable expressibn of softnessr in 
it> as she bent over the baby : Hbnriquez 
approaohed herin silenee, unperceived, and' 
leaning over her obsenred' two eristal tears 
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fall on the forefaeAd of the ehild^ aad as he 
gazed on the glittering drops^ he felt an 
irresistible deure to kiss them off« 

Thia litde aetioii drew the attentioii 
of Isabeh and elasping the inlant eloser to 
her breaat» she looked almost fearful of his 
ngain touebing it. 

Heariquez now beheld the loTely 
Isabel in a new character> and he felt 
yeneration rising in his bosom^ from what 
had been only admiration of her beauty, 
and her Ti¥acity« 

Why do you remoye that sweet 
ehild?" enquired Henriquez^ in atone 
of gentle reproaeh. '* Ah Isabel^ does eyen 
'' my toueh, my Tery looks^ seem eonta- 
" minating ?" 

Isabel appeared struek with the dif- 
ference of his respeetiul manner this morn« 
ing, and its yehemenee the night before ; 
and with a faint smile held the ehild to- 
wards him ; but instantly drawing it baek^ 
pressed it to her H^rt^ and burst into a 
flood of tears. 

Yillasantelle would have giyen the 
world to know whether her sorrow and 






isioliiude sreallf lorigiimted io mateeiiai iasid^ 
0es8f hat be »ebt4d ndt ifoffiie kmiMbr t> 
eiiquirej leet Isdbei diattld tiimk &s e^psuK 
tik» iittipeetineBt» and gmaiSiniikr rebuke 
4o ibe OM «ritb «rhieii ihey liad laat iparted. 

In a &w tmomeato^ the tagttsiiea )cf 
Isabel subsided into a tpeBDUKreneas, ihtt 
^ayea a^ntimeiit ibe ber beastfljr^ v4nth ren» 
idwediitiatthottKaiid tia|€i Moee attraetim 
4a Henri^uea^ fritli «^riioai dte oow cim«- 
Yened witliout awf appaa ent reluetahw. 

Paulo soon eame in^ and bceakfiigt 
^aeatd «mr ^wetty. Wiwn H. was eon-i^ 
idudid Paidoiaddresied tieiira^ues^ aaf ingt 

^ You esse a prisoaer bere» Signer^. 
^ lor thts^idagr at ieaet. Tbe sea is so reagh 
'^ from the stotm of last night^ tiiat 1 4ar& 
'^ uoi >eatuve ^ take yea to Gaprea : but 
^ ihe meriiitig k ffiae^ if yeu wish to ^ralk 
^' ahoat and see a little «ore of Galabria/'^ 

ilenriqtte» replied with ratber more 
alaerity than he eieaat ahould appear, that 
'^ sinee he eould not leaye the plaee^ he 
^* must submit to remain in it witb a good 
'' graee." 

When It abel retired altor breakfastj 



^HlttsamtBUe bayiii^ Mirdiiii fbr tiie eoM^ 
ipwaj) of tiie yiilg^ Maddiiia^ - arose aad' 
Idrt tlie ibr tren. Hie walked towards tho 
^iWi^e tliat lay akoig. the sea shor^ beit 
lie fouiid theret^ nothiiig to iatorefet hitii« 
He 6KW tiro or three pretty» girit to wli'otii 
he spoke^ but they did not under^taad' 
iiim^ aud tbe Iragua^ ia whieh tbe]f e^ 
preisodi th^ igBomiee vm^ so barbarous> 
and so^ etttirely ualiter tbat of Paulo aad 
Madelina^ that he had ao diffieulty in dis» 
coveriog, Hiat tbe j ' eouldi aot have always 
lived in Calabria« IIenriq«ez then endea-^ 
irowed to obtiAO somo knowledge af tbe 
€Ottatry> flro» tfae meniwbo 'were prepariiig 
tbmr nets for Asbing; bnt thongh tbey alL 
seemed estreiaeiy^ ignoraoti he observed^ 
tbat thm language was mneh mere intel^' 
iigible than tbat of the women, whieb he 
nttrib«t6dt to their Ti&its> to • Caprea and 
Sieily. 

Heariqaez^ now again turned tdwwds 
the fortressi and as he aseended the narrow 
path that led to it^ felt a renewal of all ^ 
the seasations he had felt'in a similar^eon* 
4«iiiplation of the^ edifice the eyeniag be^ 
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fore ; nay, his admiration was augmented 
as hc eoukl now distinetly see eyery part 
of it^ whieh he had then been prevented 
firom doing^ by the gathering of the tem- 
pest. It was of yery great extent, and 
though^ when in a state of repair it might 
have been a gloomy object> it was now no 
longer bo. The fortifications on the side 
of the land had never been equally strong 
with those to the sea^ and were now almost 
entirely in ruins. . 

There had beea a high wall with 
towers entirely eneireling the hill on whieh 
it stood, very little of whieh now remained^ 
and the garden whieh had been within this 
boundary^ was now quite exposed ; it was 
planted with a great variety of evergreen8j 
that with the spiral forms of the Lombardy 
poplars; formed a eontrast, that displayed 
taste as well as beauty ; and Henriquez ob- 
served under their shade a white building, 
whieh he quickeued his paee to examine. 

Whm he reaehed it^ he found it to 
be a tomb^ on ihe top of whieh: was plaeed 
an urn ; . but though there were numeroui 
inseriptions on it^ they were too mueh de* 
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Taeed for him %a diseoyer more than (hat 
they were in the Moorish language^ of 
\^hlch he understood but a very little. 

WhiUt Yillasantelle was exaniining 
the tomb^ a rustUng amongst the leayes 
of the laurels that surrounded it made 
Mm start; and leoking up he perceived a 
man^ whose air proelaimed him not one ot 
tbe Tulgar, but vrith whose stjle of dres» 
he was tptally unacquainted^ walking to- 
wards the village : his paee was very slow^ 
and he held a book in his hand^ whieh he 
was atteDFtively perusing ; but though he 
eead aloud» and was near enough to be dis- 
tinetly heard^ Henriqu^ was a perfect 
Btranger to the language of the author. 
Far a few moments, he suffered this to 
^dve him iweh pearpleKity : but happening 
to eateh a view of the light form of Isabel 
«tanding at the gate frontin:g the path in 
whieh the stranger was, he hastily advanced. 
and joined her. 

A deep, blush' tinged the fair face of 
Isabel, at the moment that Henrique'2 
«aluted her; but the confuston that had 
4}au8ed it did not prevent her from entering 
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into eonTersatiea with hiin, aed displayiii^ 
the same sportive yiyaeity that ba4 at fifst 
so mueh eharmed him. 

Every word that isSued froBi her ruby 
lips^ enereased his desire of kaowing her 
story^ and the oeeasion of ber having lefl 
the proteetion of his aunt. '^ Isabel^" said 
he, after a silene^ of seyeral minittes on 
his part ; " Isabel, I am eonseious that I 
have no right to interfere in your eon* 
eerns, and well aware that ray eurioaity 
on those points merits your reprooft ; 
yet I eannot resist the passionate desire 
I feel to know every eireumstanee that 
^' has the least relation to your situatiM. 
'^ By right of kindred, J elaim permissioA 
to interest myself in your dtestiny ; f^ I 
am very nearty related to your late pro* 
'^ teetress,'* 

^' If from her, tben, Signor,'* replied 
Isabel indignantly^ *^ If from her^ yon 
'' elaim your right, know, that it is one I 
^' never will admit» I am no longer a 
'' slave ! The Gountess de Yillasantelle no 
longer possesses that power over me^ 
whieh sbe would ha-^e employed* to de*> 
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^^yme me of e^ery MesMBg^ the genial 
^ tBoAer ef all affbrds e?ea to tke most 
^^ huHiUe (tf mariiitid." 

'^ YoB mi^take me, Isabel f^' eried 
lleariques^ timidly <aki»g her hand^ to 
preyent her leavtng him : *< Frora my aunt 
^' 1 ean c\aim no rig4it : sinee I hare 
^' seldom seen ber : Be?er with affection 
*' or confidence/' 

*• Then, for what ptnrpose, Signor, 
^ shoiild I iaforni you of what you are 
^' 8o desirous to know ? My fame has 
''' already reeeiyed all the injury my Aight 
'^ from Seyille eould draw on it : and, as 
^* the Counte98 wiil probably never have 
'^ an opportunity to vilify me to you^ I ean 
'' have no esease for breaking those bonds 
'^ of gratitttde, whieh stiil render her eha* 
** raeter saered to me !*' 

^ NoWe, generous girl ! ^ eselaimed 
the young Spaniard, looking on Isabel with 
the same devout admiration that he would 
ttt the Lady of Loretta herself : ^' Far be 
it from me^ to jnfluence you to do that* 
of whieh you eould repent : but tell me^ 
is Paulo really your unele?" 
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'^ How can y^u suppose him s|iek ?^' 
returned Isabel smilii^. ^ No/ vo, mf 
*' good friend ; it ' mvj be eonTenimit for 
'' me to eall him a relatiTe ; but — ." 

' At this moment they were interrupted 
by Paulo himself^ who eame up from the 
YiUage ; and I^abel» laying hee finger on 
her lip^ with an areh nod at .Henriquez^ 
ran into the eastle* 

The remainder of the day^ and the 
eyening, passed away wiUiout any rematk-* 
able oeeurrenee^ and at night Henrique2 
was onee more eondueted .to his gloomy 
ehamber. He remained there^ howeTer^ 
on]y long enough to gi^e Paulo. time to 
retire from the g&llery^ and then sallied 
thither himself in qiie$t <^ the armour^ on 
whieh he had . east an anxious eye sls iie 
passed^ wishing it Were praetieable to take 
it with hira, and a¥oid the risk of return* 
ing for it. 

With the utmost eaution^ and' wiiheut 
the slightest noise^ Villaiantell6 made bis 
way to the gallery, and brought from 
thenee to hig own eharaber the suit of ar« 
niour^ in whieh^ with some diffiGulty, he 
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«qui(iped himself, and taking his falchin 
from its eoneealment', girded it on before 
he took hiB way to the plaee where he had 
determined to wateh. 

It was not till near the break of day 
that he met with any interruption, and it^ 
was then^ as he expected^ from two men^ 
one of wbom he easily discovered by his 
voice to be the eredulous Bertrand. 

They advanced in the same order that 
they had done the preeeding nighty and 
yillasanteUe now pereeiyed three large 
keys in ^te haiid of one of his yisitors^ to 
whieh be attributed the elinking sound 
tiiat had so niueh disturbed him on the 
last night. They passed him without ob« 
semng him^ and Hemriquez eautiously foI« 
lawed them into the ehamber in whieh he 
Bhould haye slept ; but he found it would 
be impossible to go fartber witbout a ccr» 
tainty of being diseoyered ; but he, never- 
theless^ ventured to unelose tbe arras that 
eoneeaied the passage^ and look into the 
eloset. He then saw that the men had 
raised up atrap door^ whieh Bertrand sup- 
portedwith both hands as be bent forward 

&3 
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over the cavity. The light was below, and 

the gleam that it i^ast on the faGe of Berr 

trand^ whieh gaye it the most ghastly ap« 

pearanee imaginable^ was the only relief 

to the obseurity whieh sayed Yillasantelle 

from deteetion. After a stay of eonsider- 

able length^ the other man at last prepared 

to aseend into the eloset, and Bertrand 

assisted him to raise what appeared to be 

a saek filled with something very heavy, 

from the trap-door. Jt was then elosed^ 

and eaeh lending a hand^ they , bore the 

saek into the ehamber from wh^eh Hen- 

riquez hastened as speedily as possible, and, 

froiii thenee into the knight's gallery^ ia 

whieh he took his stand where he had; 

done before : but to his infinite disap-^ 

Pointment^ the men, instead of retre&ting 

^s tbey had done on the preeeding night> 

^^rtied exactly a eontrary way. Pearing 

^^ lose sight of them, Henri<luez; moved 

^r^ ^^^ ^* ^* proved, with greater alaerity 

^ ^n he should have ventured in habili- 

liVi?*' ^^ "neouth, as now 8tiffened his 

^ Sht and agUe form ; for some part of hi» 

«•O^our elashing, he fell at fuU length oa 
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the Aoor^ and 'fouhd.. hiaiseif eoBsiderabl/ 
bruised^ and in total darkness. 

Not^ faowever» diseoraStted^ he^endea- 
iroured to rise> but ineffectually/and his 
siruggles oeeasioned a noise^ whieh for 
some time deadened every other sound. At 
length^ quite exhausted^ he resigned him. 
8eJf to his fate^ and he then found that he 
was not alone; for two persons at least 
were laughing loudly and immoderately. 

y exed aud irritated» our^oung Span* 
iard eould not prevail. on himself to ask 
assistanee : and indeed from his not having 
heard the approaeh of any persout or hav« 
ing observed the entranee of the light that 
now shone fuU 6n his eyes^ he was tempted 
to suppose himself the jest of some raali- 
eious demon. . But those, whose noisy 
merriment had so mueh offended him. were 
not tt>tally devoid of humanity^ for Hen- 
riquez now felt himself raised from behind 
by a strong haad ; and sitting upright on 
the floor/ beheld Isabei exactly opposite to 
him^ with a lamp in hee hand^ and almost 
in convulsions of ; laughter* Ashamed of 
his situation^ he tuiaed away from her to 
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the penon that had atriited him^ who wa« 
now standiDg beride him^ and wbo he diteo- 
^nered to be the same f erson whom he had 
seen going to the village in the morning. 

Henriquez did not jet speak, 'but wai 
makiii^ an effbrt to get on hts ftet, when 
I«abel^ with a moek solemmity in het air 
and eountenanee, approaehed» and desired 
to have tbe honor of assistii^ him. This 
aetion was performed with a graee m truly 
eomie^ as totally to Yanquidi the iil assum-* 
ed grai^ity of the earalier^ and the laug^ 
again beoame s6 Tiolent, that Henriques^ 
mortified as he was, eould not refrain from 
joining in it^ and an ezplanation of how 
he earae to be tbos disguised^ wms impa* 
tiently demaoded by Isabd^ and immedi* 
atelj giYen by Yillasantelle. 

He dira fi)und from the stranger^ who 
spoke toUerable l^anish^ tbat the eoast had 
of late been frequently yisited by piratieal 
ravagers^ who had earried away the eorn, 
the wine^ and other proTisions: that, m 
order to preserye their property, the yiU 
lagers had eoneealed it in rarious private 
plaees of the fortre$s; (Bertraod baving 
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ihe eare of it all) that the eloset inside the 
Spaniard's apartmept was a riepository for 
eorn and wine apd that the Till^ers usu-^ 
ally eame. to earry the former to be ground 
befbre the dawn of day. 

This aoeouttt was not bj any means 
ealeulated to diminish the confusion of 
Heflriquez^ who now blushed for that cre« 
dulous foIly wbieh ha4 led htm into so 
ludierous a predieament. But^ thoi^ 
sorely nettied by the railleriea of Isabel^ 
he politely aeeepted tbe^ offer of the stran- 
ger to assist in taking off hh eoat of mail^ 
and while<be was doing e^o^ he obseryed 
from tbe dress of IsabeU that she was only 
just risen from he)r bed ; for sbe had Yery 
little other garmestts tban a long Mrrapping 
gown^ wbieh 'was !folded. rpund b^r.- The 
stranger now urg'entlyipressed her to retire^ 
at tbe same tim^ ^dyis^ng Henr4iquez to 
return to his ehamber, wbere^he assured 
him he would haye no more yisitors. / He 
tben bade him good night^ and went into 
aroom^the dbor of wltioh/was open^ and 
near "wheroi they bad been stitading. Isabel 
also ret.re»ted ^ few step3j ^nd stopped ; 
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HeDriqttez tliough he wbb moyiDg^ towards 
liis ehamber t>lisefnred her, aad would haye 
tpoken^ btit' 'to his inespresstble mortlii* 
eation^ »he passed on into the room the 
stranger had entered^ ai^ earefulljr shiil 
the door. 

The opintoH 4hat Y illasanAetle had 
liiiherto entertained of the fair Isabel was 
eonsiderably shaken by this eireumstanee : 
Ihe romantie fit was now gone off, and he 
was not so eredulous as to imagine that 
Isabel's eonneetion with the young eayalier 
eoold be '6tber than an illieit one. 

For the remainder of the night^ or 
rather morning, Henriquez slept not. The 
fair Isabel^ and the fairer Yietoria cob« 
tended ineessantly for tbe Arst plaee in his 
ideas: he dreW a thousand eomparisons 
between them^ and eaeh seryed only to 
eonyinee him of the toWy of his being so 
interested in tbe stor j of the former^ whilst 
he was yet in iineertainty respeeting the 
Ittter. 

At breakfagt Isabel e^idenrtly obseryed 
the eool^ aind almort eoatemptuotts glaaeeB 
^ ber jomg eoimtrymany £or «he took aii 
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ap{M>rtiiiiit7^ wfaen MadelUia and Paulo 
were engaged in diseourse^ to 8aj to.Hen- 
Tiquez, in a low heaitatiog Yoiee^ and at 
ihe same time Uoshing^ '^ Onee, Signor, I 
<^ was honored by your esteem . *' 

'' No Isabel ; esteem is not a spon* 
'^ taneous sentioienty" returned Yillasan- 
telle^ in an aeeeot in whieh regret miiigled 
with the reprehension of simple yirtue : *^ I 
'^ admired you^ it is true ; but ask your 
^^ own heart^ if you deserye mj respeet ! " 

The accusationof Isabel's heart rushed 
in blushes to her eheeks, but instantl j ro- 
treatingy left her pale as 4ishes : Henriquez 
eould not endure the thought of paining a 
female bosom, at the same time that yirtue 
forbade' his apologizing fat his 8eyeritj* . 

'^ Ah, Isabel V' said he in a tooe of 
eommiseration, '' whj are jou not in eyerj 
Ihkig an angel ?'' 

^' Ah, Sigoor t Whj are jfau not in 
'* everj thing eandid ?" 

Isabel spoke with renoyated spirit and 
gaietj^ as if she wished to retort her foB- 
mer confusion on the Spaniard ; but his 
8oul was. too upright, .^nd he wa,s^ too well 
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€onviDced 'of liis own purity of sentiment 
and intention to be confotinded bj giddy 
raillery, and replied~ 

^^ You eannot, Isabel^ aeeuse nie of 
'^ being^imeandi^. I beheld the tears «ff 
'^ maternal sorrow and yirtuous shame flow 
frora your eyes^ yel I gave not to the 
sentiment a name, till too elearly eon- 

- # ■ 

'^ Ytneed ' of its natiire. Had "you even 
blushed'at the' degraded light in whieh 
you appeared, I should not have had the 

•^ eruelty to observe the eireumstanees of 

*' suspieious tendeney." 

" Buti wherefore, Signor, should I 

^^ blush^ when uneonseious of eulpability : 

'' in conforming to the unerriiig'laws of 

• • • 

'^ nature, what eause have I f6r shame ?'* 
** Ah \ Isabel, those argumehis are 

^' weak and detestable, when proeeeding 

*^ from one of a sex too mueh lieeneed in 
depravity; but when adopted'by your 
gentle sex^ when feh)ale henor sets aside 
those barriers raised for the defence of 
its weakness, it divests itselif of all those 

*' eharms that lead us to eompassionate its 
'frailties.' Parewell 'ihen, lovely self.de- 
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'^ luded girl ! may your error but support 

^^ you at that fearful hour, when we shall 

^' all be ealled upon to aeeount for the 

^^ abuse of those talents eommitted to us/' 

Yillasantelle turned from her as he 
tpoke ; the glow of ingenuous indignation 
erimsoned bis eheek, whilst his glistening 
eyes told but too plainly his generous re- 
gret fbr the e^istenee of the failing he 
Teproved« 

Though the soul of Isabel was eon- 
taminated by yiee^ it was not insensibie to 
the beauty of Tirtue. Endowed by nature 
with a liyely disposition and a quick per- 
eeption^ she but too readily entered into 
all that sophistry by whieh men justify 
iJUcit love : her passions naturally strong^ 
assisted in the fatal deeeption that betrayed 
her to ruin ; and though^ when alone with 
her own thoughts> she felt the fallacy of 
those reasonings to whieh she had saeri* 
ficed the pride of virgin honor, she would 
endeavour to blind the understandings of 
others by the same false lights that had 
dazzled her own. She eould not, however, 
resist the touehing kindness of Yillasan- 
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telle : she eaught his hand^ and preuin^ 
it ferYently to her lipsi her ejes swam in 
grateful tears^ and she hurried from the 
apartment in violent agitation. 

Had Henriquez been inelined to fol* 
low and eonsole the loTely IsabeU it waa 
not in his power, as Paulo at that moment 
summoned him to begin his yoyage to Ca« 
prea ; a plaee he sineerely regretted haying 
so preeipitately left^ and to whieh he was 
now most ansious to return ; not beeause 
there was eyery probability that Yietoria 
was eoneealed in the island, but that it 
would brii^ him nearer to Naples. The 
effeet of tbe eontusion on his forehead had 
nowentirely 'disappeared, and he desired no- 
thing so^mueh as again to enjoj the rational 
eonyersalion of the Marquis de Gambusea. 

The yoyage to Caprea was prosperous 

and agreeable ; and Henriquez haying, hy 

the assistanee of his relation, diseharged bis 

obligation io honest Signor Paulo^ would 

not be preyailed on to remain a night in 

the island ; but hiring a bark to eonyey 

him, was, late in the evening, landed on 

the steps of the Gambusea palaee. 
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Tbe Mareliiodess ree^iyed him with 
ihat plaeid pleasure to whieh genuine af- 
fectioii gives all its sweetness : the Coun« 
tibss Miranda, with a joy that she endea- 
Youred ih part to repress, bee&use eonseious 
th&t it p^took too mueh of the balefut 
and Thalignant sentiments of her narrow 
soul, and ihe Marquis^ ever benevolent^ 
ever amiable^ saluted him with that warmth 
of eordial kindness thsit so mueh endeared 
liim to his yOUthfuI brother. 

On beiitg required by the Marquts^ 
Henriqueas gave an entertaining aeeount 
of his late voyi^ : ndt hy any mei^ns hesi- 
iating to rekte his own ludierous adven« 
ture with the peasants of Caprea. He had 
10 the eourise of his narrative mentioned 
Isabel as a ^ery loveI)r girl^ the nieee of 
his host ; and as he did so^ he obserted 
the eyes of the Countess Miranda to strike 
a fire tbat sufficiently discovered the hate- 
ful envy that burnt in her bosom, and 
without appearing to design it^ he eon^ 
trived to mortify her by praises of Isabel^ 
at the same time that he was obistinately 
incomprehensive to her oblique questioDS^ 
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time sioee plaeed in a eonyent) and \?hom 
her Tanity indueed ber to represent to 
me as a mere ehild, eloped on the yery 
night before you sailed for Calabria. 
'' Her plans have been so well eoneerted^ 
" that not any person knows who were the 
" aeeompliees^ or who the eompanion of 
'' her Aigbt. Butthere are strong reasons 
'^ for believing the Gount Miranda, her 
*' half brother, to have assisted her. This 
" noblemao^ of whom the Gountess speaks 
'' as a most abandoned eharaeter^ has for 
'^ sorae time been proseribed, on aeeount 
'^ of a tumult raised in the eity» in wbieh 
one of the magistrates was killed by Mi« 
randa^ ^ho was lately discovered to have 
been eoneealed in the Island of Gaprea ; 
" to whieh plaee, though not then deteeted^ 
'^ ( as he left a short time before the elope* 
^^ ment of his sister, and was supposed to 
'^ have eome to Naples) there appear just 
^' grounds for eoneluding him to have as* 
'^ sisted^ if not instigated her Aight.'* 

'' My dear Julia," said Henriquezj 
when his sister had eoneluded^ *' pardon me 
'' if I say that in this instanee you seem 
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*< to ha?e taken leave of tfaat generous 
'' eandor for whieh I have ever reverenced 
your eharaeter. I wish not to shake 
your good opinion of the Counte88, by 
enforcing the probability, that a step* 
danie*s prejudice raay have heightened 
tlie eoloring of those vices she so libe- 
rally imputes to the young Gount Mi- 
randa : and simply enquire what rational 
*' niotive ean be assigned for supposing 
'^him to have instigated the di8graceful 
^' step his sister has taken. Beeause a 
^' man has beeome obnoxious to the poliee 
of the eountry he inhabits, by the fatal 
termination of an aArayy in whieh per- 
haps he has not been originally to blam^ 
is that a reason to suppose him lost to 
every prineiple of reetitude and honor ? 
'' To believe him, on those grounds alone^ 
guilty of the enormous depravity of leaA» 
ing the unwary steps of a sister into im« 
prudenee and vice ?— Let us, my Julia^ 
till we have some more just grounds of 
'* eondemnation than the present^ think 
'' better of this unfortunate youth ! Let 
'[ us at least enquire of the Marquis, what 
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*' eharaeter he bore before the fatal event 
you mention eompelled him to leaye 
Naples!" 

The Marehioness, as she alwaj^s didj 
yielded to the generous suggestions of Hen- 
riqueZf who did not fail to take the first 
opportunity of making his purposed en- 
quiries of the Marquis, who had left the 
room at the eommeneement of the eonyer- 
sation related above. But from him he 
acquired little information. 

The Marquis had been too long aa 
alien ifrom the bisth plaee of his mother to 
know any thtng of tbe young men who had 
grown up sinee he paid it his last visit z 
N9f this number was Gount Miranda^ with 
whom^ or ^yith his ^ather, he had never 
any eonneetion^ as the marriage of the 
Countess had been tdt^Ay repugnant to 
every one df het famtly. Miranda was, 
however, spoken of by a few^ as a youth 
of mueh promise, while the generality of 
men gave him the eharaeter of being 
proud, vindictive, and unamiable. 

Henriquez felt an involuntary sorrow 
at hearing this unfavorable aeeount oF a 
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inan» Mrhom lie felt hiin8elf, he knew not 

why, ineliaed to esteem; thokgh perhaps 

that sentiment might he more justly attri« 

buted to the Spaniard's detestation of the 

Countess, whieh was so entire as io render 

him ineUaed to fayor those of whom she 

deelared her disapprohation. And in tliU 

instanee^ be was the more disposed to do 

sa» as eertainly nothing but maliee eould 

have prompted the idea of his being eon- 

eerned in the projection of the young 

lady's elopement. 

On the morning aAet his return to 
Naples, Henriquez did not negleet to eall 
upon his friend Don Lopez de Grijalya^ to 
adjust with him the plan of their journeyi 
and^ to relate to him eyery eireumstanee 
that had ooeurred to him, not only during 
his absenee from the palaee of the Marquis 
Carobusca, but on the evening preyious to 
his leaying the eity. 

Don Lopez heard his narratiye with 
9teady attention^ and when it was eondud- 
ed, yery freely eondemned his teroerity in 
yenturing to pursue the agile Yietoria» 
who, being acquainted with those passages 
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tbat lie tnust exploref was almost eertain 
io e^eape^ wUkt the danger of deteetion 
to hiinself was estrettie^ as he had cer« 
tainly violated the retirement of a nunner jr« 
^ And eould you reallj suppose, Lo- 
^' pe%," eselatmed Yillasantelle with ani* 
mation^ '^ that I eould be sueh a prosing 
dotard^ os to stop to deliberate on all 
those ohaiiees^ whilst the most loyely 
woman in ereation^ with all the speed of 
'' a fbather»faoted Mereury, was Aying be« 
'' fore me i No^ no 1 I haye too mueh of 
^' the true ehiyalrie spirit in my eompo- 
^' skioa to thii^L of danger or diffieultj, 
'* whibt love, bope^ or pity urges me to 
'^ thepursoit of a beautifiil female/' 

^^ But^ to whieh of those sentiments/' 
enqmred tts friendj smiling^ '^ is to be at« 
'^ tribnted your late esertions ? *' 

Believe me^ IiOpez^ if I know my 
own heart, — ^to simple pity^ uneontami- 
nated by any selSsh motire ! It is true» 
^'that eieept the frail^ but faseiaating 
'' IsabeL I have never seen a woman with 
^' half the eharms of Yietoria ! But Al- 
-^' phonso ' Ah| my friend| were it 
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'^ aeting a part worthy of one who boasts 
^' the title of a Spaniard, «to form eyen a 
** wish to poBseas the person or affection8 
** of a womap, ob whose eonstaney another 
*' builds his hepe» of happinese. Yietoria 
^' is beautiful beyond all mj. former eon- 
^' eeptions of female perfec$ion, and the 
^' purity of her soul must equal it : it speaks 
'^ in tbe bq& aeeents of her Toiee, and shone 
'^ in tbose tear« that bedewed her eheeks^ 
'' at my Arst interview with her." 

" How falliblej my dear Henriquez,** 
said bis friendj '* are the evidences from 
^' whieh you deriye your exalted opinton 
'^ of tbis eharmer ? Reflect a moment 
upon th« events of the three last days^ 
and then tell me with truth and sineerity 
whether you did not form preeisely the 
same opinion of the fair Isabel?** 

•' I grant ye. But that opinton was 
unsupported by any of those testimonies 
that may be addueed in favor of the 
purity of Y ietoria. Isabel had no saintly 
'Agnes to proelaim her wortb, by her 
anxiety for her safety : she had no ■ 
'^ I will subseribe to whatever you 
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'^ wish me, my dear Henriquezi" inter* 
rupted Don Lo|>ez» '^ if you will answer me 
one question. Does it, or does it not 
tend to establish the saintly eharaeter of 
Agnes^ that she should assist a young 
novice to fljr from those engagements she 
had been on the point of yoluntarily en- 
*' tering into ?'* 

Henriquez felt for a moment, too mueh 
wounded by the keenness of this question, 
to take it in its entire import ; and he said 
with some warmth to Don Lope^^ 

'^ What reason you may have for your 
^' insinuations, I desire not to know : but 
*' I eannot even guessi why you should be 
'' so anxious to ..draw eonelusions to the 
'^ disadvantage of the most perfect of na- 
'' ture's works*" 

^' Reflect a momenti Y illasantelley and 
you will see that I am not so eruel or 
unjust as you may at Arst be indined to 
suppose me. In speaking of tbis Vic- 
toria to whom you must be assured I am 
a stranger, I eannot possibly lie under 
'^ the imputation of personality : I simply 
'' urge the inferences that may reasonably 
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'^ be drawn from events ; and endeayour 
to shew my friend the weakness and fo]ly 
of standing forth tbe ebampion of a wo- 
*' roan with whose history he is totally un« 
'^ acquainted ; whom appearanees do not 
'^ by any means fayour, and who, so far 
** from, throwing herself on your genero- 
^^ sity, sedu]ously shuns you, and is the 
^^ 4ender eompanion of another man/' 

The mind of Henriquez bas always* 
been painted as open to conviction, and it 
may therefore be readily supposed that he 
eould not withstand the elear and rational 
suggestions of his friend, tit the same time 
that he felt less satisiied at hearing thern 
from him, than he would have done from 
the penetrating and mature experience of 
his brother, the Marquis de Cambu$ca. 

On that eveuing, Yillasantelle had the 
mortification during supper, of hearing the 
Gountess Miranda tall& familiarly of wliat 
she intended to do in tlie eiisuing auinmn^ 
when she was to aeeompany her brother on 
his return to Spain. One of these plans 
was to visit Salaraanea, where she would 
have the pleasure of being iiiitiated bv 
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Signor de VilIasaDtelle into all the m jste<- 
ries of that eelebrated universify. 

HeDriquez^ whose spirits were too 
mueh depressed by the idea of parting from 
his sister on the morrow^ to foe yerj bril- 
liant ia his eomprdieDsion of the lady*s 
rhapsodies, gave her a look of astonish-^ 
ment not unmixed with eontempt^ attd in 
despite of all the gallantry of a Spaniard^ 
turned^ without any further notiee of her^ 
to the Marchioi;iess^ whom he ret^uested'to 
favor him with her eompany in her dress- 
ing room^ and immediately left the saloon 
himself« 

Distraeted by the frigid indiSerenee 
of a bdy, whom she had taught herself to 
believe she highly honored by her notiee^ 
though her haughty spirit eould not ayoid 
perceiving she was despised, the Gountess 
Miranda determined upon ample reyenge 
for the slights put upon her by the un« 
grateful Yillasantelle, and retired io her 
ehamber to spin the wily web^ in whieh, if 
she eould entangle his heart^ she was re- 
solved to stifle his happiness* 

On the appointed morning YiUasan- 
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lelle and 6rijalTa, attended by four ser. 
Taats» b^an their joaraey9 whi<5h was pros* 
peroua aad delightfiil^ till they entered 
Spauiy where the nHserable aeeommoda- 
tious that thej met with tbere» and whieh 
^of late aeeiistpmed to more sumptuous 
faxt, aad deaner lodgings) all their nation- 
ulity eonld not render agreeable^ or eren 
ezcuse» But as every eTening when they 
st(^ped to repose themselves at the mise- 
rable wine^houses^ th€|y found groups of 
the peasant girls» with all the hilarity and 
mueh of the national beaoty of their eoun- 
try^ daneing with eastanets under the shade 
of the eork trees^ and sometimes even in 
the wretehed galleries that almost univer«- 
sally take up one half of the seeond stories 
of the houpes ; their time passed not disa- 
greeably. Sometimes Henriquez who was 
more lively than his friend would seize the 
hand of some rustie ebarmer^ and join in 
the simple gaiety of the villagers^ with in- 
finitely a greater gout than he had ever 
done in the eourtly amusements of persons 
of his own rank. 

One eveniBg in partieular, that the two 
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youDg trayellers had halted rather earlier 
thaa usual^ in order to partake of the fes- 
tivity of a yilli^e hridal^ HeDriqueie was 
partieularly pleased at obseryiDg the dress, 
the graceful motions in the danee, and in 
listening to the yoiees of a group of young 
girls^ eonststing of six^ who performed o^e 
of those danees that are said to have fr6en 
introdueed into Spain by the Moors^ and are 
the last traee of nioorish manners amongst 
the Spaniards. Their dresses were accord« 
iug to the moorish fashion, and they were 
all masked ; whilst^ on some aeeount op 
other, ihey were all eonneeted together with 
ehains. 

Whilst the girls were daneing, Don 
Lopez asked his friend^ if he eould possibly 
conceive the meaning of the fair morisea's 
being thus fettered ; to whieh he replied, 

'' It is probably the fancy of some one 
'' who possessing more taste or yanity than 
'' the rest^ de^ised them as a most graceful 
'' orhament. 

Doyou obserye that girl who danees 
in the part of the eirele direetly opposite 
to us ? Is it possible to eoneeiye auy 
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•'^tEiilg mdre replete with eleganee than 
'^ tke motion of her arms^ whilst her ehains 
*^ hang down in so graceful a curve unit« 
^ ing her with her fellows ?" 

'^ I have long obser^ed that girl," re- 
plied Don Lopez» ^* and her air strikes me 
as heing inftnitely superior to any one 
bere : there is a dignity in her mieD, and 
a 9oft graee in every motion> that agrees 
not with the undistinguished agilitj of 
her eompanions.'^ 

Henriquez was about to reply to this 
temark, wben his attention was drawn from 
the fair morisea to the persons of a man 
and a woman, wbo now eame and seated 
themseWes at the root of a tree near that 
whieb sheltered the two young friends* 
Their habits were simiUr io those worn by 
tbe peasants of the eountry, but there was 
sometbing in ihe air of botb tbat seemed 
to proelaim them ofa superior rank. The 
itgure of the woman was tall and well- 
formed, and her face^ if not perftctly beau- 
tifut^ was at least singularly interesting and 
expressive. She appeared to be verging 
towards tbirty^ but ber eauntenauee had 
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lost none of the spirit of earlier youtb : 
her complexion^ though dark, resembled 
rather the elear brunette of British beauty 
tban the dusky olive of the ehildren of the 
south : her eyes were of a dark grey, rather 
meltiog than brilliant ; her hair was long 
and of the eolour of a ripe ehestnut ; and in 
the whole of her face there was a digoity 
blended with ^umility and softness^ that 
enehanted Henriquez,though heeonsidered 
her as an old woman. 

The person of her eompanion was ex- 
tremely tall and thin^ and the saturnine 
east of his eountenanee^ together with the 
dark hue of his skin, seemed to proelaim 
him of true Spanish extraction« His fea- 
tures were strongly roarked bj a large 
aquiline nose and large blaek ejeSj whose 
beams were replete with the fire of pene- 
tration and spi|rit, and the form of his 
mouth displayed^ in speaking^ teeth of a 
pearly whiteness^ that no smile eyer \isited 
bis face to diseoYer. 

They both spoke too low for their 
l¥ords to be distinguishable : but the voice 
of tbe man was of so singular a tone that 
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it partieularly attraeted Yillasantelle^ and 
he was eonyineed that he had heard it 
somewhere before. He mentioned this to 
Don Lopez, who, after listening for some 
tirae would not agree that there was any 
thing uneommon in the aeeents^ though in 
the few sentenees he eould hear, there eer- 
tainlj was, in the purity of the Spanish 
proeeeding from a person of his appearanee. 

Henriq;uez, whose attention was very 

seldom.long confined to the same object^ 

. now left.hi8 ^nendto go in pursuit of sonie- 

.tbing new, whilst Don Lopez stretehed 

: himself under tbe tree to sleep. 

After rambling about for some time^ 
Henriquez unexpectedly fouDdhimself with- 
in a few paees of thebaek of the tree whieh 
still shaded the seat of the two interesting 
peasants, and- as he diseoyered hy their eon- 
Yersation that he was unseen by them, cu- 
riosity prompted him to draw nearer with 
preeaution^ and Seat hiaise1f in a^ plaee 
where he was entirely eoneealed from ob- 
seryation by some low shrubby plants. 

'^ How it delights me/' said the fe- 
male^ taking^ the hand of her eompanion 
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and lookiBg aSeetionatel^ ia his fiiee^ ^^ io 
*' behord the recovered gatety of our dear 
" eamilla ! She 8eeiD& transported almost 
^^ out of herself by the general hilarity 
'^ that proTails aroiuid her^ and io eDJoy it 
^' with 80 true a taste^ that I ahnost faa€y 
^' nature designed her for the happy state 
'^ of rustie siitiplieity in whieh she now 
*' appears to sueh adTantage/^ 

'^ No, my Leonora :** returned her 
eompaniout *' I eannot in thb instanee agree 
*' with you» Camilla bears in her eoon- 
^' tenaoee^ she displays in every moYemeai, 
^' the traees of that esalted rank for whieh 
'^ heayen and nature destined hen But^ 
'^ though to save her from the maliee of a 
'^ female demon (who eannot fi>rgiTe the 
^' daughter she gate birtb to, £nr beii^ 
^' younger and more aittraetiTe thaa herself ) 
'^ I assume M^ith hf r the humble habit of 
the natiye inhabitants of thoae plains ; 
i eapnot eease to regret^ ihat the years 
'^ of her bloom are weaiing away unnoiliieed 
but by the shepherds who surtound her: 
that my LeoMsra is deprived of all the 
adyantages of her rank» and that at an 
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age "wheh all my brotber eayaliers wield 
the laiiee of yietory, my sword is degraded 
^^ into a erook, and that for an aet whieh 
^' Alls roy soul with triumpb, I am obliged 
to eoneeal myself from enemies, who, did 
they dare to meet me in the iield^ would 
tremble at my looks \ I feel, my Leonora, 
**" like the lion of the desert, whom his foes 
pretend to shun^ that he may with greater 
facility be betrayed into the snares they 
'• spread for him; and who, if onee they 
*' take him in their toils, will be 8ubjected 
•' to aU the vindictive insults of little minds, 
that though they tremble at his roarings 
whilst he ranges at Hberty, will try to 
^' moek him by their brayings, when his 
'^ yengeanee is prevented.'* 

" For the holy Yirgin's sake/' said 
Leonora, in a voice of alarm, ** be more 
'^ moderate ! Your fate is indeed hard^ 
but is it without a parallel ? How many 
unfortunate beings are at this moment 
'^ perseeuted by that dreadful tribunal for 
'^ erimes that have not the same apparent 
*' atroeity as the one of whieh you are ac- 
'' eused ? Alas ! How many are at this 
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'^ momeiit groaning braeath the tartures 
inflicted by that Mnguinary eourt, to 
oblige them to eoolesB that of whieh they 
haye no knowledge/' 

£ut^ does the e^ually, or perhaps 
mare seyere fate of others»'' eaquired the 
cavalier^ (as he may most properly be ealled) 
'' render mine more su^eraUe ? Beeause 
the galley«sla¥e 18 ehained, eren during 
his sleep to the oar^ am I to be satisfied 
to esist in a prison ? And will the raek 
on whieh perhaps I am destined to be 
extended» appear a softer eoueh to me, 
^* beeause the persoo whose frame last 
*^ groaned wiith it^ borrible tension expired 
'^ ia the r^yulsion of the 'diabolieal ma« 
^' ehine. No, Leooo^ ! Not all the miso- 
^* ries to whieh the rest of mankiad are 
^' doomed ean reeoneile me to my own ; 
^^ and thoiigh to saye you or my Camil]a, 
'^ I would deyote myself to the most 
'^ shookiiig torments, I «hould «eyer thank 
^* the merey of those who permitted me 
'^ only the ehoiee of mental or bodily 
'^ agonies«" 

The stranger qpoke withyall the yehe* 



€€ 
€€ 
€€ 
€€ 
€€ 



yrtLASANT£LLE. 131 

nleaee of the keenest suATering ; his eyes 
shot fire — he knashed hts teeth^ and when 
he liad finished speaking, rested his head 
against the trunk of the tree as if ex- 
hausted by his emotion 

''NoT' said he at length, starting 
from the ground, ^' 1 ean no longer endure 
^^ this ! Miranda is not a monster to be 
'' hunted thusfrom the societyof hisequals ! 
^' Let but that infernal woman to whom my 
^' misguided father entrusted the power 
'^ and inttuenee of his family but go to the 
^' reward of her maliee, her falshood^ and 
^' her eruelty, and truth shall onee more 
triumph ! When the groaning earth is 
no longer outraged by her detestable 
presenee, I will break through the eloud 
*' that obseures my fame; and^ at the name 
^' of Miranda^ the foes of-my eountry shall 
'' again tremble ! " 

The eayalier as he said this walked 
hastily away^ lea^ing Leonora drowned in 
tears^ and Yillasantelle in the utmost as- 
tpnishment. 

^* How singular/' said he to himself^ 
" is my meeting with this uiifortunate man. 
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4 

^' Surely I am destined by hea\en to be 
'' the instrument of 8aving him from an 
'' interyiew with the forraidable Counte«s, 
'' whose malieious hatred of him will let 
" her spare no pains io deliver him up ta 
'^ th^ inquisition/' 

After a few moments' hesitation, Hen- 
riquez determined at pnee to address him- 
self to the interesting Leonora : to inform 
her of the probability of her friend being 
diseoyered by his mother-in-law, in her 
purposed journey through that part of 
Spain : and to eounsel him to fly into some 
protestant eountry. 

Villasantelle, now quitting his eon- 

eealment^ approaehed Leonora, whom he 

respectfully saluted ; and eneouraged^ by 

obserying that she did not attempt to leave 

her plaee, but returned his salute by an 

inelination of her head, he advancedy and 

s<(ated hiniself beside her on the grass. 

Leonora then prepared to rise, but Hen- 

riquez, taking her hand, preyented her, 

sayiDg — 

Pardon, Madam, I entreat you, the 
seeming liberty that I take with you. 
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'^ and let me be indebted to you fbr jour 
goodopinion till I have proyed mjself 
not unwortby of it. No sentiment of 
* ^ weak an^ impertinent euriosity led roe to 
the diseoYery) that the compaqion who 
has tbis mpment left you is named Mi- 
^' randa; and it was not noDd that I Arst 
'' heard tbe fatal eireumstanees that ob- 
seure bis glpiy, and endanger his life. I 
'^ but tpo w^U know the malignant fiend, 
^' who pursyes the vengeance of others 
with sueb s.ayage e^erness, and I am 
sorry to say^ that this peaceful plain will 
be no refuge from her maliee^ nor will 
the humble habits tbat eloud the dignity 
^^ of your rank shield the Gount from dis« 
^' cpvcry, sbould he be seen by his perse- 
^^ cutrix in her journey through Spain t^ 
'^ Salamanea. That it is her intention to 
make this tour^ I heard her deelare but 
a few days sinee, but iKDitn or what stay 
^^ she means to make on the road is yet 
'^ undeeided." 

Henriquez paused ; and Leonora^ who 
had been endeayouriug to suppress her tears 
and speak with Srmness^ now said, 

N 
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'^ Whocver you may be, Senor^ or 
'^ whatever may he your motiyes for your 
present eonduet^ its apparent kindness 
ealls for my gratitude; nor will I pre- 
'^ sume to dispute the words of a eayalier 
'^ of jour appearanee. To what lengths, 
'^Tioweyer, your intelligenee may earry 
^^ Count Miranda^ must depend solely on 
** himself : I have only to pray that your 
" goodness^ if sineere^ may be rewarded 
'^ by that heaven whieh judgeth all hearts. 
^' Parewell, Senor : eonsider me ever as 
" your debtor.^ 

As she pronouneed these words, the 

graceful Leonora> bowing, walked after 

the Gount^ whora Henriquez observed her' 

to join; but as it was at a eonsiderable 

distanee, and they moved away still farther, 

he eould not eateh a word of their conver. 

sation. They remained but a few moments 

longerin sight, and though Yillasantelle 

afterwards soughtthem every where among 

the eroud^ he eould no more discover them. 

Yillasantelle wlien he entirely lost all 

traees of Miranda and Leonora, deliberated 

for some tirae^ whether he should relate io 



VIiLASAlfTEIXB. 135 

hh frieiid Don Lopez the purpost of th» 
eonTersation he had overheard: but, at 
length deeided upon being silent regarding 
the diseoYery he had made, nor run any 
risk of betraying those unfortunate persons. 
He eould not, however^ resist making som^ 
enquiries of Grijalva relative to the Gount^ 
mentioning at the same time the eontradie^ 
tovy reports he had beard eoneerning his 
eharaeter. 

*' Count Miranda/' said Don Lopez^ 
'' was formerly not unknown to me : he 
'^ resided for 8everal years in the neigh- 
bourhood of my unele of Yalladolid^ 
who was nearly related to Donna Lueina 
^* de Merida his mother. It was there that 
^' I beeame acquainted with his merits^ and 
'' there that I was a witness to the eom- 
'^ meneeroent of his misfortunes. They 
^' originated in his violent attaehment to 
*' Donna Leonora de Stafford, the beau«» 
*[ tiful daughter of an English merehant 
'^ of Cadiz of that name^ who was^ when 
'' about seventeen^ brought by her father 
*' on a visit to some friends he had near 
" Yalladolid, 

n2 
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'' It was \^ith those frieiidi!l fhbt Mi- 
'^ randa, then not nineteen Jt9t% oi age^ 
'' saw the amiable Leonota» and beeaitie 
^^ attaehed to her. Bnt ilhe was at that 
'^ time eontraeted to a young gentleman 
'^ of her own eountry, and of her father's 
" profession ; Miranda therefbre d^pttired^ 
'^ and it was five years before the news of 
" her release^ by the death of her lorer, 
" reaehed him. He then repaired seeretly 
'' to Cadiz^ where he soon met with Donna 
" Leonora^ andas soon made himself an in- 
^' terest in her heart. Their love was no se- 
'' eretto her father, who immediatelj wrote 
'" to tHe old Count Miranda, the father 
'' of niy friend, who Was residertt at Ve- 
'' niee, for his eonsent to their iinion. This 
'' the Countess, his seeond wife, preyailed 
'^ on him to deny. Well knowing the im«* 
'' petuous spitit of her son-in-law^ she 
" hoped that eonstraini Would rouse him 
" to shake off obedienbe to his fatliier, and 
" that some how or other it might benefit 
"herself. 

" The old Count Mitanda wrote to 
^' Senor Stafford, deelaring his entire dis- 
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approbation of the proposed union^ and 
denouneing yengeanee not only against 
his son^ but the unoffending Leonora^ 
if he was disobeyed* 

As the Gountess imagined^ Miranda 
'^ eould not brook this opposition ; and as 
\ the SenoT Stafford ' persisted in using his 
influenc6 also to divide them^ ray friepd 
preyailed on his Leonora to beeome his, 
prirately. 

^^ Shortly after this union was eom- 
pleted/' eontinued Don Lopez^ '* Mi« 
randa tore himself from his loyely bride^ 
and| to ayoid suspieion, repaired to Na^ 
'^ ples^ where the old Gount was then in a 
** miserable istate of health. 

^ By a strange eoneatination of eir- 
^* eumstanees^ busmess of a mereantile na- 
" ture ealled the Senor Stafford to Naples, 
^* and as Leonora had for some time (partly 
*' owing' to her state of pregnaney, and 
partly to grief for the absenee of her 
husband) drooped exceedingly^ he took 
^' her with him for the ehatige of air. 

** It is seareely neeessary to say, that 
'^ Miranda there contrived to »ee her fr9- 
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'^ ^uently, and was tlien i]ifofm6d of iht 
^' situation of bis wile. 

^^ This caliedfor aetite tneasures»i;i^hich 
*' the next meeting with Leonora hastened ; 
'^ she then tokl him^ that an old nobleman^ 
^' one of the nagistrates of Naples^ had 
*^ ^allen in tove ^th her, and that her 
'' father was determined she should marry 
" him. 

^ The injustice and the iiit of obedi- 
'' enee in this ease was warmlj r^resented 
*' to the wife by her husband> and he pro- 
^' mised to free her from tht power of ber 
'^ parent^ before tbe day fof htr miirmge 
'^ eould be appointed. 

^' But the un£9rtunale Mirttnda was 
eruelty deeeiTed l On tbat varf day his 
Leonora was earried by her father and 
^' her loTer tb a yilla several leagues dis- 
^ tant from Naples, without her hnsband 
'' bein^ able to traee wbither she was gone^ 
'^ and was tbere infonned that she must 
'' give ber hand to the Baron in £91» and 
'^ twenty hours, The person am^ployed to 
'' impart this intelligeBee was no other 
" thaa the inhumaa Countess Miranda^ 






'^ who was rekted td Leoaora's kiv6r, and 
^^ ehose io he her9elf a witneM to that eere- 
'^ uMHiy^ whieh she &ncied woiild render 
. *' her s<m^in*law for eTer miserable ; as^ 
^' fraai his apparent patieat acquiescence 
'^ in the will of the old edunt, she bad no 
• '^ hopes of proeuri^ his reprobation. 

'' la yain did tbe wretehed Leoilora 
'^ entreat for pity ! — in yain plead her mar- 
'' riage with Miranda ! The former ex« 
*' kied ttot iii the hearts of her oruel per. 
'^ seeutlM'i^ gnd as she eould bring no proef 
" of the latter, the sayage Gountess only 
'^ made the cottfesston of her situation a 
'^ plea to load her with the bitterest revil- 
'' ings. Leonora eould no longer support 
^^ herstlf : she fell: into sueeessiye fainting 
^^*fit8,. and reeoyered only to a state of 
torpid esistttoe. Wbilst she yet remain- 
ed seareely sensible of aay viyifying prin- 
eiple, though she appeared in the^ same 
health as osual^ the nuptial benedietion 
was {Mronouneed, and the wif€ of Miranda 
^' was ( almost unresistingl j ) yiolated by 
'' the Baron) uader the eharaeter of a 
!' husband. 
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^^ U was not till after the premature 
^ ^' birth of her ehild^ that Leonora was 
'' perfectly sensible of all she had endured^ 
'^ and she would then faave eoneealed her-. 
^^ 8elf for ever from Miranda, but her 
'^ 6ervant oIBeiously informed him of the 
^^ whole, and also of the day when her 
*' lady, her ^ather^ the Baron, and Coun- 
'^ tess Miranda^ meant to return to Naples. 
'* I was then in the eity, and Miranda 
*' flew to me with the shoeking intelli- 
^' genee ; mentioned to me his design to 
'^ reseue his wife, and desired my permis- 
^' sion to eoneeal her for a few hours in 
^' my apartments. 

You roay suppdse," eontinued Don 
Lopez, '^ that I eould not deny bim^ and 
aeeordingly after the reseu^^ (in whith 
'^ the Baroii was shot by the injuTed huS« 
band ) was effected, s' -e was brought to 
my lodgings. Though near five years 
•* have sinee elapsed^ I shall never forget 
'^ the frenzy with whieh Miranda eon- 
^' templated the Iovely ruin of what hdd 
'^ been Leonora« I had never beheld her 
!^ till then^ aad so eould not be a eompe- 
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'< tent jod^« ^f tbd Altertttion tbtit a deadly 
paleness^ M emaeiation almoM frightful, 
and looks af despail' and «lig^ry^ tnode 
in her persott : but my i;vtetched frieiid 
'^' earried her froili mj todgings two hotM 
'' aftet he br^i^gbt hei^ there, and titider 
'^ cover of tbe night eseaped bj saa from 
'^'^ Naples. He i^ net snpposied' to have 
'^ Binee yisited it : nor has ereil the Cottii- 
^' tess Miranda or the ifiqaisition yet dt«- 
*' covercd his i'^iideMe^ though both hafe 
'^ with uoeeasing maliee porsued every 
'* traee of bin^ tbat eduM be discovered/' 

'' Hav^ yott «Vif ,'* fcnquired Villa- 
«atitelie^ " kept u^ any (eorreBpondeDM with 
" him ?*' 

« Never ! Nor do I doiire io he a«- 
'' qiiai»ted wtth &i» retreat ; it it a yeer^t 
^*' too momtntotts ftrtr me to wiik to hate 
^^ in eharge." 

This <teclarat)ott feiced He&riqi]e8 in 
bis determination 6t hting tilisnt on the 
8ubject of the €o^t and Leonora; and 
the followi»g motttittg the friettds pnriued 
their journey. 
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Heiiriquez de yillasantelle had beeit 
near two months pursuing his studies at 
Salamanea^ and was b^inning to think of 
paying a yisit to his parents at* Seville, 
when he formed an aGquaintanee^ in the 
pleasures of whieh he for a time forgot his 
intention« 

At the house of a nobleikian to whom 
he was related^ he was introdueed to a 
young English gentleman of the name of 
StaATord^ whom he instantly reeognised as 
the eompanion of Isabel^ on the memorable 
night in Galabria^ when he had exhibited 
him^lf in so ludierous a manner in tho 
arraour. Had he not instantly reeolleeted 
4his eireumstanee^ he would haye been at a 
loss to aeeount for a yiolent fit of laugh- 
ing with whieh the gentleman was seized on 
fir8t obserying to whom he was presented* 

^ Senor de Yillasantelle^" said Mr. 
StaATord^ es soon as he eould artieulate^ you 
'^ must pardon my risibility^ when I be* 
^' hold the redoubtable knight of Galabria^ 
'^ who so infinitely amused me near three 
f ^ months ago : but^ beUeT« mey I am ex« 
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^ tremely happy to have the honor of know«> 
^ ing one of so adventarous a disposition." 

Henriquez now perceived, that the 
leading feature in this gentleman's eharae^ 
ter was an extravagant gaiety ; for he im- 
mediately turned to t4ie nobleman who had 
introdueed thera to eaeh other, and who 
now stood aghast at his behaviour, and 
began to give him an aeeount of the ad- 
Tenture he allnded to, in terms so huiiior- 
ous as entirely to conquer the almost im- 
roovable gravity of a Spanish grandee ; and 
he laughed alraost as violently as the re- 
later had done. 

The jest soon went round the eirele, 
and though every one enjoyed it, there was 
not one who did not exert themselves to 
lessen the erabarrassment of the unfortu- 
nate hero of the tale, who, though he af- 
fected io ]oin in tKe mirth, eould not en- 
tirely relish being the object of it. 

Unpromising as was this^. eommenee- 
ment of an acquaintance, Mr. Stafford paid 
so mueh attention to Henriquez, who fourid 
in him so mueh to admire and love, that 
they very soon beeame perfectly intimate. 
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The young Briton^ with an imagination 
more lively, possessed a temper as energetie 
as was that of yillasantelle : but though 
naarly of the same age^ the variety Qf the 
seenes he had been epgaged in had reur 
dered him muoh more a master pf ihe sei* 
enee of human natwre than was bis ewdid, 
Unesperieneed friend. 

One day tbat Hfariquez had been ar* 
guing in support of ^ome of his opinions 
almost too romantie t^.be reli^bed even by 
a Spaniard, Mr. StaSbrd said^ gailjj 

^^ For the first time^ yillasanteUe^ I 
*' haye in you diseoTered tbQ3e ehi^alrie 
'' notipns whieh aeeompanied me at my 
^' first settii^ out in li^e^ and whieh \ fojr 
'' a long time was led t^ beUeve e^usted 
^^ universally in Spain, but in Spain alone« 
^' Your romantie ideas of bonor so e^aetly 
^' eorrespond with thp^e I imbibed from 
'^ an old maiden auntt and an antiquated 
'' tutor^ in a haunted eastle in the moun«- 
'^ tains of Wales, that I eould almost faacy 
'^ you had been brenight up by the same 
^' persons," 
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^' I am not so ignorant of tbe eustonis 
'' of your eountry,'* said Henriquez, " as 
^' not to know that the manner in whieh 
*^ jou mention to have been brougbt up 
'^ is bj no means a eommon one: but I 

am astonished to hear you deduee from 
'^ thenee your adoption of opinions to whieh 

you seem to attaeh something ridieulous. 

Imperial England ;I have always eon- 
*' ceived to be thte soil where liberty, vir- 
^' tue, and true hopifr are seen to Aourish 
** in their highest perfection, where with- 
^^ out making eonstaney in love a part of 
'' jour religion, falshood was seldom seen, 
" and treated with horror aiid disgust : 
'^ where eourage untainted with the savage 
'^ ferocity of more southern eh'mes, was 
'' only rivalled by a humanity unacquaintcd 
" with weakness : where patriotism receiv- 
*' ed no eheek from the eonsidtMution of 

private interest : wliere every peasant 

was free as his lord^ and delighted to 
" share his blessiugs with the iess fortu- 
'^ nate foreigner." 

'* Your ideas of England, my friend,'* 
returued Stafford, ** are those I should cx- 
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" peet to 6nd adopted bj a liberal and m« 
'' telligent nian^ whose notions eould onlj 
" be derived from books, and those pamph- 
" lets whieh every foreigner who desites 
^^ to understand the present polities of Bri- 
'^ tain will not fail to study : it is from 
'^ those works only, that the existing state 
'^ of the government of a great nation ean 
'^ be known^ as it is only from works of a 
'^ still mpre frivolous nature that the ma7?« 
'^ ners of the times, in a eountry where they 
'^ are so Auetuating as in England^ ean be 
'' traeed. But if you deeide implieitly from 
^' those authorities, you will often beeome 
'' the dupe of that eurse of Britain — party! 
^' and attributetopartieular men^ or bodies 
'^ of men|a turpitude whieh hasno existence 
*' butin theraneorous spirit of theopposite 
^' eontending faction. 

" Yet I will confess, that though I 
'' believe Great Britain to be the most 
*^ glorious eountry and goyernment in the 
'' world, it is very far from having attained 
'^ that very superior rank in the annals of 
*' private or publie virtue, wbieh you 
*' aseribe to it. 
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That liberty, virtuc, and true honor 
Aourish in Imperial Etigland, as in thetr 
^^ natiye soil, is yery true ; buA as there are 
*' immenge traets of eountry where one of 
'^ the glories of our island, the kingly oak, 
•^ will not be prevailed upon to exhibit 
'^ more than a stinted and siekly growth, 
'^ so there are yast masses of Britons whose 
^' liberty eonsists in fawning where tliey 
^* fear^ and in lieentiousnesa where thejr 
*' do not, and to whom virtue and honor 
'^ are known only by name^ ^ 

'* It is only from a Spaniard that I 
'* oould expect to meet eonstaney in love 
elassed amongst the patriotie virtues— 
I will yet give my opinion of it, whieh 
'^ is, that it is a merit little known, and 
the want of it as little regarded in the 
general opinion as in Turkey ! The 
hravery of the English, and their mode- 
ration and humanity as victors, is the 
" boast and the pride of every son of our 
'^ isle ; but of the patriotism I shall speak 
'' less freely : it is a Aower of rare growth, 
^* and most of the speeies of it are of spu- 
•* rious origin/' 
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" I should be extremely glad to know 
said Heiiriquez^ ^< those eireumstanees of 
'' your past life that have rendered your 
^^ judgment at this early age so estremely 
'' seyere as I eannot but think it is/' 

" They are not/' answered Stafford^ 
^' by any means uneommon or striking. 
'' Except in the single point of having re- 
'^ ceived an entirely private edueation in 
'' the house of a female relation, my early 
'' years were spent as they are by the gene- 
'" rality of young men : I played when I 
'^ dared^ and studied when I must^ though 
'* in general not unwillingly ; as the oon- 
-'' stant reward of my diligenee and atten« 
/' tion to Greek and Latin, was, permission 
'' to read to my aunt for a whole evening 
'' the roraantie tales that formed her only 
'^ amusementr From these strange and in- 
'' deed improper studies, 1 acquired a set 
" of notions, the most absurd that ean be 
" imagined ; and when^ at nearly seven- 
" teen, my aunt, having purehased me a 
*' eommission, herself presented me the 
" sword with whieh her father had immor- 
'^ talized his name on the plain of Fonte- 
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'^ noy, I was as eompletely unfit for llie 
'^ world I was obliged to enter, as if I had 
*• been born not t^go years before. 

** On the morning that we parted^ my 
^^ aunt read me a long leeture upon virtue 
and honor, with her fervent hope that I 
would brarely use the sword she eom- 
'^ mitted io me^whiebl then thought niost 
^admirable, but I am convinced I should 
*' think very sad stuff now, and presenting 
•''^me a large purse of her own work pretty 
" well filled, she bade me adreu. Thus 
did this truly worthy and afi^ectionate 
woman eontribute by her bounty to lessen 
^' the eS^eets of her preeepts : for if a very 
young and very inexperienced lad join8 
his regiment in England wilh tWo hun- 
'^dred guineas in his purse/it is itiore than 
*^ probable that he eannot be very tong 
'' before he is initiated into all those seenes 
'^ of pleasure of whieh he ean ajffvrd* io> 
^' partake. 

** I know it was the ease with me^ 
•*'and had I not fortunately attraeted the 
'* notiee and regard of the lieutenant eolo- 
!' nel of the regiment, who was :an old man 
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^^ of tlie most respeetable and beneyolent 
** eharaeter, my health would have beeorae 
^' a saeriGee to the Yieious pleasures ia 
*< whieh I was soon engaged, and I should 
^^ have been ili fitted to eneounter the pes- 
" tilential air of the West Indies, whither 
'^ our regiment v^as ordered 8ix months 
'* after I joined it. 

^' In the midst of the most dissipated 
" seenes in whieh I had for some ttme re- 
'* velled, I had never lost sight of the high 
'' souled prineiples of honor, whieh I had 
" imbibed from my aunt and tutor : and I 
'^ had not an idea that those men who 
'^ were retained iu the army and treated 
^^ with respeet eould be deficient in them. 
'^ Of humanity too, I had high notions^ 
'^ and mueh of the horror I should other- 
'^ wise have feltin going to the seat of 
•• war was done away by the delight I felt 
'' in the idea that I should share with 
'^ my brother officers the glorious task of 
^^ assisting the wounded, eonsoling the 
'^ niourning survivors, and softening to the 
*' pf isoner the horrors of captivity ! Who 
^^ should perform all those graeious aets 
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^^ towards me, ( should I be ia a situation 
** to elaim them ) was a matter of no eon- 
<< sideration ; but I eoneluded, that as all 
^^ braye men were alike humane and gene- 
/' rous, I should not need sueeourH, should 
'^ it be my lot to suffen 

" But, alas, how cruellv did I find 
mjself disappointed ! I saw numbers of 
oSieers falling daily yietims to a pestilen- 
" tial disease, unattended to bj their eom- 
** panions, who were more fortuuate in 
^^ eseaping the eontagion) and their^death 
^^ was eonsidered too mueh as a matter of 
^' eourse, to inspire any other regret than 
^' that whieh results from the eonsideration 
'' of whose iurn may eome next, and whieh 
is eompletely washed away in a double 
portion of Madeira. 

^^ How often have I heard the wreteh- 
** ed prisoner ordered to execution by the 
existing tyrant of a small detaehment, 
to save the trouble of guarding him, or 
weakening their force by sending an es- 
eort to a proper plaee of eonAnement ! 
Hpw often have I f«^lt humanity outraged 
by the stoieal indilTerenee of a eomman- 
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•* der, who, in the very moment that he 
was informed of^the total loss of a post 
of consequence, by some of the bravest 
of our troops who guarded it being 
slaughtered to a man^ eould turn to a 
*' gentleman present and exclaim against 
'* the aukwardness, of servants who faad 
*' nearly destroyed a set of trump^ry ehina 
*« he had brought from England ! This I 
^' was destined to hear, and to behold the 
silent indignation of the officer^ who 
brought the intelligenee of the losar of 
the eompanies that had fallen victims to 
•* the enemy ! Every day I have seen some 
absurd quarrel bring men into the field 
as enemies^ that were united in one com«- 
mon eause; and duelliRg on the most 
triAing aeeounts made a system amongst 
men, who by the laws of arms ineurred 
the ignominious punishment of dismis« 
" sion from the service, for giving or ac- 
** eepting a ehallenge. 

*' For some time iliese observations 
'* gave me the greatest uneasiness^ but I 
'^ soon beeame aeeustomed to them, or 
t' rather soon eeased to make tliem, and I 
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YILLASANTELLE. 153 

'< found my time pass mueh more agree- 
" ably. But your ideas so strongly re- 
^' minded me of my good aunt's^ that I 
'' eould not refrain from mentioning her." 

Seyeral times aAer this eonyersation^ 
as he had also often done before, Henriquez 
endeayoured to learn froni StaATord» some 
intelligenee of Isabel, but this was a sub- 
ject on whieh he was inyineibly reseryed, 
and yillasantelle eould never gain the 
sligbtest satisfaction. 

As he had no eonneetion with the 
Gountess de yillasantelle^ the widow of his 
father's elder brother^ and was not in the 
way of meeting any of her acquaintances^ 
he eould not, by that ehanneL learn any 
thing of Isabel's story^ he was obliged to 
remain in ignoranee. 

StaSbrd sometimes mentioned his short 
residenee in the Galabrian ^ortress^ but 
never his eompanion: he, however, men- 
tioned his stay there not to have exceeded 
a month ; but whether it was his only 
visitj or whether he had often met Isabel 
there, was not to be discovered by a person 
of so little art as Henriquez, 
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In about 8ix weeks after his intimaey 
with Mr. Stafford eoDimeiieed^ our young 
Spaniard repaired to the house of his fa- 
ther, whom he roost unespeetedly found 
reeoneiled to his sisterin-law^ the Coun- 
tess^ who was then on a ^isit to him> in his 
palaee at Seyille. But what was tbe as- 
tiHiishment of Henriquez^ when his father^ 
after haying introdueed him to his aunt^ 
presented him to Donna Isabel de Sallada^ 
and he recognized his fair Galabrian ae^ 
quaintance. It was eridently with some 
dii&eulty that the lady restrained her risible 
proj)ensities when she first beheld him : 
but she blushed yerj deeply when he salut- 
ed her^ though one of the arehest smiles 
imaginable dimpled aboiit her beautiful 
mouth. 

" So young, yet so abandoned !*^— 
thought Henriquez^ as he turned from her 
towards his aunt. 

This lady was one of those persouages 
so yery eommon in all civilized eountrieSi 
who are neither bad nor good. She loyed 
talking, and she Ioved to be thought wise ; 
she therefore said many absurd tbings^ and 
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was frequently guilty of detraetion^ yet she 
was not malieious. She was so outrage- 
ously Yirtuous that she eould not allow the 
smallest eharity to the frail of either sex^ 
but was^ notwithstanding^ ofiten imposed 
upon by tbe intrigues of the artful^ to give 
her eountenanee to wonien not perfectly 
immaoulate : she prized her own judg- 
ment aboye that of every other person^ yet 
she was as easily led as a ehild to adopt 
opinions in direet opposition to her own, 
and to defend them as her's with the ut- 
most obsti^naey. She was vain, triAing, 
and self sufficient^ without mueh evil in 
her eharaeter^ from the same imbeeility 
that prevented it haying mueh good. 

Sueh was Donna Theresa^ Gountess de 
Yillasantelle ; but'^her manner was plaus- 
ible, and with the facility of being imposed 
on by women^ so eommon to all men, Hen- 
riquez was led to hold her in esteem as a 
woman of understanding and mueh know- 
ledge of the world. This opinion she was 
not slow to observe he entertained, and ( as 
her vanity was not of her person ) she was 
pleased with the idea of the deference paid 
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to her ]udgnient by a young man of so 
great promise^ and beeame more circum« 
speet than eommon to preserye it. 

For some days that HeDriquez ^as 
now in the house with Isabel» without be- 
ing able to speak to her in priTate, her 
eharaeter was attentiyely studied by him. 
From a eertain sly arehness that aeeom- 
panied her in eyery word and look^ he 
eould not for a moment doubt that by the 
roost eonsummate art alone Ae preserved 
the good opinion and proteetion of Douiia 
Theresa; yet there was at times an ap- 
pearanee of innoeenee in her vivacity9 that 
together with the eertainty that her ab- 
senee from her proteetress must be known 
to her, might haye staggered the belief of 
almost any other person. At his first meet* 
ing with Isabel^ Henriquez had set her 
down in his own mind as an angel^ but his 
opinion of her onee shaken^ he was now 
as obstinate in belieying her artful and 
debased. 

HeDriquez had been near a week at 
home^ when one day, at table^ he took an 
opportunity of nientioning his lately forined 
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intimaey with Mr« StaATord^ and as he did 
80, looked attentiyely at Isabel to see hoyr 
she was affected by it : he eould pereeiye 
a blush rise to her fair eheeks^ but almost 
in the same instant it faded away^ and sbe 
betrayed no.other sign of eniotion. The 
iiext morning^ howeyer, he found that she 
assiduously sought his conversation, and 
baying engaged him in diseourse with her^ 
eontinued to converse with the most en- 
ehanting gaiety till the room was deserted 
by eyery other person ; her spirits then 
seemed to subside and she remained silent 
for seyeral minutis. At length Henriqnez 
said^ with an air he designed should appear 
eareless— 

" You do not enquire after the health 
'^ of your friend, Isabel/* 

'^ What friend, Senor de Villasan- 
telle ?*' she returned gravely. 

Your eompanion in your Galabrian 
" retreat, the Senor Stafford/' 

Henriquez^ as he pronouneed these 
words, eould not eheek a glanee of eon- 
tempt, though it was eontrary both to his 
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intentions and prineiples to hurt lier feel- 
ings^ or tbose of any woman. 

Isabel made no reply for some mo- 
ments : she seemed doubtful what eonduet 
to pursue^ and blushed more deeply than 
ever^ but soon said^ 

" I am at a loss, Senor de Yillasan- 
'^ telle, to know whether you really meaa 
*' to aifect an interest in my eoneerns/' 

^ ^' I affect nothing. I take the inter- 
'^ est of euriosity in your eoneerns ; and 
'' did you inrite it by confidence, I should 
'' take that of pity and fri6ndship/' 
Of pity, Senor ?** 
Yes, of pity." 
And reproof^ Senor." 
" Why should you think of reproof? 
*' Ah, Isabel! are you eonseious of deserv- 
'Mngit?" 

'' I am not. But having onee met 
^' with it, is it wondjerfuI that I expect it, 
'' Senor ?" 

" But wherefore do you blush^ Isabel?" 

" I ? I blush at my own weakness in 

'' desiring to obtain the good opinion of a 
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^''man^ whota I know to be swayed by 
'* prejudicci" 
" kabel l*' 

'' Are you united to Stafford?'' 

'^ I was ; but am no longer so. The 
*' inelinatioa that formed, dissoWed our 
'^ union." 

" Andyour ehild ?" 

•« Is dead;* 

Yillas^i^ntelle^ though extremely shoek- 
cd by the indifference with whieh she pro* 
Douneed the last words, yet eould not 
refrain from asking her how she had eon- 
triyed to elude the notiee of his aunt in 
her eonneetion with Stafford. 

" It was all very easy/' she replied, 

" tiU the time advanced for my being de- 

'' livered ; but we managed that too very 

^ cleverly. I was then with Dpnna The- 

" resa at Naples, though I did not ehuse 

'* to let you suppose so : she was^ eonlined 

'^ to her bed, and I also pretended to be 

'' severely ill. Stafford earried me to Ca- 

** labria, where Madelina, whose daughter 

^ had nursed me, lived with her seeond 
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« Iiusband. The physieian and her maid^ 
'' (who were the onlypersons DonnaThe- 
'' resa saw) were in our seeret^ and per- 
" suaded her I was in the next room to 
'' her's, in a dying state. In three weeks 
'' 1 returned to Naples, relieved of nay 
'' eare, and your aunt not at all the wiser." 

'' But, Stafford has now forsaken 
you ? " 

" Not absolutely so. He was not so 
'' eonstant as he might have been : but he 
'' soon eeases to eonsult my pleasure alone : 
^' he was often grave when I was gay, and 
'^ frowned when he saw me laugh. He 
'' still loved me though, and would have 
^' espoused me : but I despis'ed him for 
^' his seeession from the prineiples he had 
'' taught me, and refused to be his wife : 
so we parted.'* 

Wretehed, wretehed^irl !*' exclaim- 
ed Henriquez involuntarily, as he hastened 
from the presenee of a woman, whom he 
now thought the most abandoned of her 
8ex. 

For some weeks after this canver- 
sation, Henriquez rather shunned the so- 
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eiety of the fair syren, for sueh he esteemed 
Isabel : but he eould not always avoid 
being alone with her ; nor eould the known 
deprayity of her heart preyent kis from 
receiving an impression from ber beauty^ 
and the eharms of her wit. For a long 
time be resisted this inelination ; but he 
eould not fail to perceive the partiality 
with whieh she regarded him ; and- it is 
not in the nature of man, td resist the 
alluring smiles of a Ibyely woman^ whom 
tbey know to be ' frail as fair/ It is npt 
tberefore surprising that the young Yilla- 
santelle gave the reins to his passions, and 
was for a few weeks blest in the delirium 
of mutual tenderness with the beautiful 
but ineonstant Isabel. 

rt was not long, however, till he awok'e 
from this dream of de'grading soAness, and 
to a sense of shame for having ever yrelded 
to it, whieh made him abruptly take heaf , 
of his family and hasten to Salamanea. Tb 
Isabel his adieu was hasty, .and he Iefther 
oyerwhelmed by sorrow, not so mueh for 
his departure, as for the priyation of th-ose 
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loose pleasures in ^^hieh she had for soode 
time indulged. 

At Salamanea) almost the first person 
who gaye him w^eleome was Stafford, to 
whom he had not written sinee the first 
week of his stay at Seyille^ and who now 
gaily reproaehed him for his silenee. 

Yillasantelle eould not now resolye; 
as he had at first proposed, to inf orm his 
friend of all his weakness ; but when Staf- 
ford eagerly enquired if the loveIy Donna 
Isabel de Sallada was as liyely and as fasci- 
nating as ever, a sighing aflB[rmative was 
the only answer he eould give. 

'^ It sbould seem Yillasantelle^ " re- 
turned he smiling, ^^ as if you too had 
'^ been favored and forsaken by the syren ! 
" But n0|'' he added^ his features assum- 
ing a east of gravity very unusual to them^ 
'^ Isabel^ though ineonstant^ eannot be 
^^ abandoned ! I should be the most mise- 
^^ rable of all ereated beings^ eould I eon- 
^^ ceiv.e she had praetieed the lessons I was 
'^ aeeursed enough to teaeh her, io sink 
" me still deeper in perdition V' 
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" Td sink you ** repeated Hen- 

riquez in astonishment, whieh ehased the 
blush from his eheek that the . name of 
Isabel had raised there. 

** Yes, yillasantelle : to me she owes 
** her ruin : I found her lovely, young, and 
^' innoeent ! I took adyantage of a ftoft 
'^ heart, and aa enquiring disposition ! I 
^^ perverted her prineiples^ rendered her an 
'^ outeast from ^irtue, and a seeptie in 
•^religion!" 

'^ But, is it not more than probable, 
^^ that, had she never seen you, the natural 
** levity of her disposition would have led 
" her into the same errors ?" 

" No Henriquez/' eried the generons 
Staffordy ^' I am not base enough to palliate 
^^ my own erimes by eastiog upon an un- 
^' happy female the imputation of a depra- 
** vity her soul might ever, but for ine, have 
*' abhorred." 

" You then suppose/' said Yillasan- 
telle, ** that, to your seduetions alone, 
^^ Isabel would have given sueh boundless 
*' fondnes8 ?'^ 
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** No, iny friend| '* Stafford replied ; 
^* I am yaia ; but I am also eandid ! Manj 
men might have made an eqnal impres. 
sion on her heart ; but few eould ha^e 
resolyed to deprive tbe loyety, tender, 
artless Isabel of tbe purity of her mind, 
'' and her confidence in heayen." 

" Why, why then," exclairoed ViIIa- 
santelle, the oeeurrenees of tbe last five 
weeks Aasbing on his reeoll^etion^ and giv- 
ing rise to an emotion the most painfu!^ 
^' Why did you desert her ?" 

^' Heaven is my witness/' returned his 
£riend9 '^ sueh was never ray intention \ So 
^* far from it^ I would have repaired her 
'^ loss of honor with marriage, but she 
^^ spurned the offer. Delieate in herself^ 
** eonstant and true as the dove^ she was 
^' shoeked by those royings into whieh'my 
*' impetuous passions led me^ and separated 
" herself from a man who adored her^ be- 
'^ eause he was not eonstant in his deyotion." 
'* But is it not possible that a desire 
'' for ehange might have eaused her to 
•^ withdraw herself from you ?" 
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^ Distraet me not with suelt an idea^ 
^^ unless you ^ean blot froni my remem- 
*' branee^ how soft, how innoeent, how 
timid was my Isabel de Sallada» when 
lirst I laid my snares for her yirtue ! I 
might then say with the sweet bard of 
^*^ my own eountry, 

•* The blossom opening to the day, 
** The dews of Heaven refined 5 
*^ Gould nought of purity displayi 
" To emulatd l«er miad!" 

^^ Yet thitr niind so pure, so delicate> 
^' did I by my aeeursed sophistry eonta- 
*"* minate ! Yet that angelie person^ so 
'' rieh in every ' graee of modesty, did I 
" rifle of its sweetness ! and shall I not be 
'^ answerable for cvery deviation from vir- 
^' tue she may in future eommit ?'* 

* This was too mueh for the ingenuous^ 
the feeHng heart of Yillasantelle to endure ! 
In violent emotion^ he rushed from the pre- 
senee of his friend^ sensible only of a wish 
to avoid him, and if possible to lose the 
anguish that had seized on his mind, in 
ehange of plaee^ as he flew rather than 
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walked toward? a groye at a small distanee 
froin the seene of their eonyersation. 

In this loyely and 8equestered spot, 
Hcnriquez threw himsel^ upon the grass^ 
and soon, in part at least» the agitation that 
had brought him hither subsided* It wa& 
near the elosing hour of eyening, and no- 
thing eould exceed the tranquil beauty of 
the seene that surrounded Henriquez««— 
From the foot of the groye of beeeh and 
ehestnut that shettered him^ the ground 
deseended in a gradual grassy slope^ often 
broken by the elusters of eork trees whose 
broad shadows were lengthened in the eyea- 
ing beam^ to a pool nearly surrounded hy 
willows and poplars, mingling with a wood 
of oaks that ^ntirely eoyered the abrupt 
deeliyity on the opposite side of the water. 

To the leit of the ehestnut groye arose 
one of those bare and sandy downs so eom- 
mon in Spain> whieh, if it added nothing 
to the beauty of the seenery^ gaye it thp 
eharm of fragrance from the proiusion of 
layender^ thyme^ and rosemary^ that was 
leattered oyer it« To the right were eora- 



YILLASANTELLE. l^ 

Selds divided by narrow strips of land ap* 
propriated to the enlture of the vine« 

At Yillasantelle eontemplated the pro8« 
peet before him, the ripened ears of gold 
that waTed in the soft breeze^ and tbe 
glowing elusters that hung from the treil- 
lage of the ^ines^ reminded him that it was 
autumn^ the season when the Marguis de 
Gambusea, with his beloyed Julia^ pro^ 
posed returning to Spain ; but the reeoK 
leetion that the hated Gountess Miranda 
was to aeeompany them^ destroyed almost 
every yestige of pleasure from the antiei- 
pation of seeing relatiyes so respeeted^ and 
so dear. 

These thoughts disturbed that tran« 
quility Henriquez was beginning to enjoj : 
he arose from the grass^ and nioyed a few 
steps round an angle of the wood^ when 
an object drew his attention^ that fixed it 
entraneed in pity and admiration. 

It was a female, who leaned against 
a syeamore tree at a few paees distant* 
The departing sun-beams whieh^ gleaming 
through the foIiage^ tinted it with the most 
brilliant hues, shed a sort of glory around a 
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foriii truly eelestial ! So slight^ so fragile, 
appeared the lovelj iigure^ that it seemed ' 
not of this world ; an idea that its long 
lyhite rohes luid Aowing veil, now graee- 
fully thrown haek from her face^ fayored : 
it displayed her long light hair^ whieh 
wayed on her polished hosom^ and deeo- 
rated a faLce, heautiful heyond all eoneep- 
tion^ though pale and thin. Tears glittered 
'^ on the fringed eurtains of her eyes^*' 
whieh were bent on a pieture that she held 
in one white hand^ whilst the other was 
held to her eheek^ on whieh, from the pres- 
sure^ a faint glow mantled, 

Emboldened by supposing herself in 
a total solitude^ she had unelasped the fore 
part of her dress^ by whieh means not only 
more of her form was discovered, but a 
ehain of eostly pearls^ to whieh the pieture 
she gazed at was attaehed. After a few 
moments she raised it to her lips^ and then^ 
as she eoneealed it in her bosom^ in a yoiee 
low, sad, and harmonious, she exclaimed 

Why, beloyed image, is it not giyen 
thee, like thy original, to speak peaee io 
'' the sad heart to whieh thou art so dear ! 
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"Ah! loo surely the eonsideration that 
" the woes of . others are keener than our 
" own, is weak to eonsole us under mis- 
" fortunc ! otherwise, thy mild and plaeid 
" features, and the remembranee of thy 
" suATerings, would teaeh me fortitude !" < 

The aeeent in whieh these words were 
deliyered thrilled through the sool of Hen- 
rique2 : it quickened his reeolleetion of the- 
person of the speaker : he heard the YoieiBi 
he-Beheld the fair form of the beauteous 
Victoria, ^nd sprang towards her; Siir-* 
ptise and (as she glaneedaitbe disorder- 
of her dress)- copfusion erimsoned the avert- 
cd face of Viptorift ; , but teft ber not pow^r 
to move ffom th* spot where she stodd. 
With the,otqa.(^tgentIene8s, Villa6antelle 
took her trembliog h^nd, and as he pressed 
it respeotf|ilIy ^o his lips; assured her, on the 
^^, 9^ *Sp»ni*r4, that he naeant no inj ury, 
but entteated tp.be allpwed ia serve hep. 

f' Ala8,Senor !." sMd sbe burstiig into 
tears, ,", np ](if)^aess «an,s^ye tbe wretohed 
" yietoria. For we?e you? poiwftr<rf aotion 
" equal to the benevolence <of youp wi^h^ 
'* a fatal — — — — -^ ■ i ' 
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She besitated^ and Renriquez eielaimed 

'^ Ahl whait (htal diestiny hangs over 

gour prospeets ; af e Aey, like mide^ ehil- 

led by despatr, at the momeni {hat my 

whole soul glows \n^itti the ardw of 

*' passion ?*' 

What mean you> Senor?" 
Only yoUi too lovely Victoria> couIff 
'' ask sneh a .question !i*-*Ofai v^hen I be. 
bold you beautMus as adlnirin^ angels^ 
and as pure; yet see you weep^ in all 
'^ the agony of fondiiess^ o^er tliis vbeloved 
^^ inMige ■ 

As he sp<Aej ^e Imnd ef limiri<{uee 
gently pressed the picture> tiie <form of 
whieh was easUy diseerned through her 
robe^ and he was unable to eontinue. 

'With an air of seora and displeasure, 
y ietoria removed his daringiiand^ but ob» 
8erving the mild d^eetion that oyerspread 
his featureSj -she sighed involiintarily . 

Forgive me'f he exelainied ; ''For« 
give me^ I entreat yott^l and believe that 
^^ I would not for world8^ve pain to that 
5*4ovely bosom.^* 

^ 1 4o belieye it, ^tenor^*' die replied 
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wn&i 'digMity/^' hut let Ibe prooF ht, jom 
^* leaiEinginB initnitly^ of iufEbritig.nie to 
•* depart/*^ 

«^ Withoni proi«ctdui^f''^ eftclaimed 
Mimqmau. '' No^ orad Yietom^ it eam- 
**• tiet he : yen « miut aot go wiibout pro* 
•**5ctioiir 

^' Under the «ame ptiMeetion tbat I 
*^'€Mie hither^ Seaor^ I Arall 'be aafe in 
retunmg*/^ md ' YiotoriaT 

Bai^barous giel 1 It 19 tiet neeesMr y 
tbat you sbould remind me of my bappy 
iiapfy rprall That 3over^ :whe9e resem- 
'^^ Uanee is worshipped in tears and'soKtude.'*' 

^ I eomprebend yem not,** said Vic- 
toria^ in eyident astonishment.' 

TiUasantelle bad taken'her hand> whieb 
be aow^ witb an air of pique^ relinquishedj 
«ayiog^ '* Ab ! Donna Victoria — Alphonsor 

^ Alpbonso I" she repeated ; wbilst a 
deep glow rusbed to her late pale face. 

^' Is be not dear io youP" enquired 
Hesri^uea; with trembling eagemess, and 
in tbe fond bope of being eontradieted. 

^** Dear to me!" Vi<Jtoria again re- 
l^eated ; her eyes beaming with tbe mim 
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■nlMMi of lier soal : ^' Dearer than worlds ! 
^ A thottsand times more dear than my 
•* cxistence !" 

This co0firniation pf bis misrortune^ 
is fii|dji^. the.Mtoman he was . destined to 
love devoted do aBother> ga^e so erael a 
wound to the sensible heart of 'Henriquez« 
that he had not power agaitf to address 
Yietoria^ till he beheld. her moving awaj ; 
he then darted after her^ eielaiming 

Tell mei I coqjure you^ under whose 
proteetion eame you Uther?" 

^ That of innoeenee aqd heaven ! '' she 
replied^ in a tone the most impressiTo^ and 
instantly bq^ to aseend the hill on the 
left. 

Ilenriqoez had lost.all desire to ac- 
eompany; but he eould not resist his incli« ' 
nation* to.follow h^r; wbieh he did,. till^ by 
a narrow- path that wound round the hill^ 
he saw her enter a small building^ whieh 
he would haye taken for a shepherd's eot- 
tage, had not theinsignia of a wine^house 
ittformed him thi^t it was one. 

This seemed a strange^ habitation for 
Jlie lovely eli^ant Yiptoria : but }fe t^ould 
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not doubt thlLt it was !ier present residenee^ 
M on dra^ing n<^ar the open easement of a 
Tbom on tbe ground Aoor^ he heard her 
inform' the hostesd that she should imme- 
diately retire to rest. Vi11asantelle then 
heard the hostess express a hope that she 
might not iind any disturbanee from the 
viltagerSj v^ho bad agreed to assemble and 
danee on the gr^en before the door an hour 
after sunset : and a plan struek him^ whieh 
he did not long hesitate to determine on 
putting in praetiee. He felt an invincible 
desire to pass the night under the same 
roof with Yietoria^ and the means now 
presented themseWes* He knew that in 
the hurry of the danee tbe hostess of the 
wine-house would not be so inquisitive as 
she might otherwise be eoneerning hi^ mo« 
tiv6 for requiring a night^s lodging in ber 
house ; and he thought it not improbable 
that he might, som^tirae beforc he left the 
plaee in the morning^ agaiii see the too- 
lovely Victoria. 

Aeeordingly, when tbe peasants had 
been for about an hour enjo;ing the plea- 
sures of Ihe dance> by raooivlight, Hen- 
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riquez aeeosted the hostess^ and made 
lenown his desire of haying a ehamber : she 
readily eondueted him to one^ where she 
left him^ without giving herself mueh eon- 
eern about the aeeommodation of a eom- 
fortable bed ; and he sat down to ruminate 
on the fair object of his wishes, the soft 
tones of whose \oice he easily distinguished 
as she put up a feryent prayer to the Yirgin 
to guard her through the night. 

Tbe apartment of Yietoria, and that 
whieh eontained Henriquez» were both si- 
tuated in the same gallery^ and the par«- 
tition between them was so dight, tbat 
eyery moyement was heard from one eham- 
ber to the other. The silent attention with 
whieh Yillasantelle listened to eyery sound 
in tbe acljoining room^ sayed him from de«- 
teetion^ but not a single word that eseaped 
the IoveIy Yietoria was unheeded by Hen- 
riquez. He heard her^ as before^ address 
l]erself to the pieture in terms of fondness 
and eomplaint ; but her expressions were 
now 80 equiTocaI as to inspire him with 
a faint bope that it migbt be the resem« 
blanee of .a woman; and he wouJd h\e 



<¥II.tA8ANTEtLE. 175 

iplyen^worlds to haye been satisSed'on this 
|>oint. 

. In a few. moments he heard her lay 
lieTseir on her bed^ whieh^ if it resembled 
Ithat prepared for him^ he fancied must pre* 
dude repose : she sigbed frequently during 
a sbort time, but tben^ from her regular 
low breathingg he was led to imagine she 
badi fallen asleep* 

After spending near an hour in silenee 
and Bolitude^ Henriquez began to reYolre 
in his mindj;he possibilit j of stealing unob* 
seryed into the ehamber of Yietoria, and 
hj a single glanee terminate all his doubts 
and uneasiness respeeting the pieture. 

With the stimulous of eurioaity^ fae 
was never long in deliberating on anj phin 
before he put it into eseeution^ and with a 
pautious step he adyaneed into the a{iart« 
ment whieh eontained the idol of his heart^ 

To his great .relief; he had^ on opening 
ihe door, perqeived her lamp still burniogi 
^nd had ther^^ore ext^nguisbed his.ow^Bi 
le;5t theincrease.of tt^eligbtshduld disiurii 
the fair sleeper, A^ b^ approaeh^d^ &e 
table» whieh st^o^ nwr the bed, and on 
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wiiieh he exp6cted to fiiid tlie object of hh 
seareh, the heart of HeDriquez beat higli 
with hope mid expectattonj "y^hidi soon 
gave plaee to disappoiiitnienl^ for the pie* 
ture tf as not there ; aad after looking rotind 
the room for it ia Tain, he prepared to de» 
}fakt : but a sentinnieot whieh was something 
8M>re than eur iosity^ though mueh resem* 
bling it, indueed him firstBoftljr to undraw 
the 6cantjr eurtain, whieh^ though nothing 
niore ihan a mu8quito net^ almost eoneealed 
the beautiful Yietoria. 

The niglit was unCommonIjr warm^ 
eyen in the temperament of Spain^ and the 
repose of Yietoria seemed disturbed hj 
some unpleasant vision^ for she had thrown 
the coveriflg8 partly off her bosom ; one 
white arm hung down upon the Aoor^ her 
head^dress had fallen off» and her hair wa^ 
in the wildest disorder. 

For seyeral minutesy Henriquez eoo^ 
templated wittt surprise and admiration a 
f^e and form so perfect asthat whieh now 
y^y be£ore hira ; but not a single thought 
ineonsistent with ihe most delieate purity, 
^^"•»d entranee in his breast^ a» be bent 



^yer her. His euriosity wa8/however; re- 
TiYed^ when^ amoDgst -^e luxuri%iit tresaes 
that shaded one sid^ of her neek^ he per- 
ceived the ehain to whieh .the pieture was 
rattaehed.;. The.portrait was etaoealed in 
her hosom^ and there he should haVeesf- 
teemed it saered firom hU touehy hut pow- 
erful euriosity su^esteds that by {iuUing 
tl^e ehain^ he eould easily obtain a sight 
of itj without oSending the delj[cacy of 
Yietoria, were she even awake«. Gautiously^ 
therefore^ he put fortb his hand^ but it 
trembled so excessively, that he w^ several 
times obliged to withdraw it, before he 
eould yenture to seize the ehain. . 

ILl only wish to gratify a harmlest 

'[ euriosity !" whispered Heprique2 tohim- 

self ; and^ acquiriog fresh eourage^ the 

ehain was in a moment in hi^ iingers ; but 

.before he eould draw out the miniature^ 

Victoria started^ and ppened her eyes ! 

For a few seeonds she appeared bewildered 

i by th^ strangeness pf her siiuation,' but sha 

;had been too oAen involved in sudden di^p 

: Seulties and alarms not io be able to eom- 

mand heMclf &om haviiigjrecpurse to eriet 



"•nd wreanm : A» iMtttatly reeogniaed Hte^ 
mpieK^ 4md dMtk^OQfiiniuJook of 9Hcive 
-diBdain mA tept0achf. at peaetrated Iite^^ 
^eartt «ibe #aid> 

^' f s t\M, Smots 4he proAeetien you^aiH 
-*' ^oAeiously prened upoa 4Be?^ Is it thm-^ 
"^you -e^inee your regard for ihe honar^ 
*' of a Spamard f "^ 

•«-Parden tne> 1 t5e»jiiifc yoti, Vic-< 
**' toiria t^-eried yilhoanrtdle *thro\mig iiiia«» 
4^ on his kaees at a lit4fle distanee iroitt 
^flie i>ed ; ^' I ^wesr by the holy Virgin and 
'*^ alHlie liost of beawn^l'meant'yoin»-^ 
^'iA^ory^oeeYen the slightest disrespeett 
'^ An uneontrelahle "bitt inoSensiTe eurio^ 
"" Bi*y led me to your ehamber • 

*^ Do yoH eall it tnoffinsiv€^ Senor ? 
intenn«pfed the indignant Yietorias; '' So, 
^'tbe base yiolator of sAeeping iunoeenee 
exeu8eB his depra¥i<y,ifes harmless eoii^ 
osityt and hj uneontrolable desire/'^ 
Stung to the qutek by tbis reproaell:, 
whieh howeirer ( m reality} uadeseryed^ he 
«ertainiy appeared to me»l» Heiiriquez ^waa 
-mNible to expiain the real inottYe o{ tlHS 
indeoorow yisit: .he eouldenly iHimbly «ue 
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Ibr pttpdba foT his^ ^tknte, aiid^ ipermtssion 
to sieeryietolria ia- the morning : both i^hieh* 
Tlse^aMtB 8he«teadilj deoied^ M^it^ at length 
^ Why, Siitoor, do you pemni in de- 
mMding «. fbrgi¥ene8s> whioh^ it pro» 
noiiiieed) wduld* prtooeed oiniy from the 
"e^mpiYAbaAopy ttieaBtir^ you' employ^ in^ 
TMiaiiaing iai my ehanibep, and in l^hieh 
ihere eeuld be no sinoeHty ? Go^ Smor ; 
and when yoia hwe lost the inelinatiott; 
to^e^er me another iniulty I may paiidbn 
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^' Proud^ implaeable Tietoria !" e^ 
daimed yillasantellei enr&ged at tiie rdMi^ 
lution she espressed. 

^'thi» anger beeomes you, Serior,"^ 
«he retumed indignantly^ ^ wheni estitdl 
^^ by the pride of injured innoeeneei and^ 
*' the unyielding spirit of honor !" 

Already more than half yan^uished 
hy his own eonseiousness of wrong» Hen- 
riquez eould no longer persist in remaining 
in the ehamber of the ineensed Yietoria^ 
lOid quitted it^ as he immediately did the 
wine-house^ in au agony of dil'appointment 
Mid 8elf reproaeh« 
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These sentiments aeeonipaaiied'him io 
his apartments in the town ;of Salamanea^ 
and led him at length to reflect seriously, 
on ^hat he had done^ and eaused him the 
mpst bitter. re^rets. He found that he* 
had Qffered a most unproyoked insult toa' 
loyely ^emalei - \vho appeared destitute of ' 
eyery other defence but that whieh inno** 
eenee and beauty should always find in the* 
hearts of the yirtuous and truly noble. 
With the eonseiousne^ of loying her to 
distraetion^ he had put it out of his power 
to render her those attentions and seryiees 
that mi^t eontrdbute ( if she really were 
separated from Alphonso ) to ereate an in« . 
teresiin his fayQr in her heart^ and he had 
also ren^ered it impossible for him eyer 
to,discoyer> effiept by some ye^y strange 
ehanee^ wh^.jt( engagements had eyi^r sub« 
sist^d betwixt Alphpnso and herself. , 

It wfi8 some days before Henriquez 
was sufficieptly. reeoneiled to ihims^el^» to 
r.eturn tp thpse pur&uits and aiii^ipsements ; 
that had 4)€(;upied him before :his yisitto 
Se¥ille^:or eyen ]whcn he;did»tqfipd the 
same enjoyment from them. A.week had 
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seareely elapsed sinee his memorable inter- 
view with Yietoria, yrhen passing along a 
atreet whieh led to the lodgings of his 
friend StaSbrd^ he xaught a transient vieMr 
of her elegant form^ as she turned down 
into an obseure lane : ' with the utmost 
speed he followed^ but did not arrive at 
the fipot where he lost sight of her^ soon 
enough to diseoyer, into whieh of two 
houses^ whose doors adjoined esteh otber^ 
she enteired^ but he was eonyineed it was 
one of them, and his euriosit^, as usual^ 
predominating over what little prudenee he 
possessed, he hastily advanced^ and finding 
the door of the one nearest to him open^ 
he passed into it. A large room> with 
seareely an appearanee of ^urniture, pre* 
sented itselfj and convinced him that Yie- 
toria was not there ; but a narrow stairease 
that fae espied in a dark eorner revived his 
hope^ and he aseended it« 

The door of the apartment to wliieh 
ttied wa^ also open; and within it Hen- 
riquez beheld a sight that banished eyery 
idea but one of pity and sympathy. Seated 
in an old arm ehair, on the baek of whieh 
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jtt hang BOine tattered 'fragineDtii edPiti 
Telvet eOYiering, "wrapped iti a shabby' ca« 
pota, and iremblidg tn an ague^fit/t;hoi]gk 
hk eountenanee still bor'e «the exalted ex« 
pression of resignation and fortitude^ Hen* 
riquez beheld the noble, the perireeiited 
Count Miranda ! A female was ^in the 
room. He saw her dtoop, to take frdm 
'Under the pillow of a miserable traekle 
bed (from whi<^ the inyalid appeared ju6t 
risen) a handkerchi^f)'With whieh she wiped 
the drops of perspiration from 4he forehead 
of Miranda, who, Isiying his head on heir 
'bosom^ looked up with the ^ondest grati- 
tude to the face of his loyely interesting 
Leonora. Her appearanoe was very muoh 
ehanged sinee TillasanteHe had last seea 
her^ but though mueh paler and thinner^ 
and instead of the plaeid smile, the deepest 
sorrow was alone depieted on her features, 
he thought her inGnitely more beautiftil 
than he had dene at that time. 

Henrique2 had ample time to observe 
this unfortunate pair, for it was several 
minutes before eithier of them observed 
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When at length Ihe CouDt pereeiyed 
that a. strwg^r wd one of Villasantelle's 
appearanee was, present> his natiye digni- 
fied politeness. made him rise from bis seat, 
«aying, 

" You are wekome» Senor, though to 
*' the abode of squalid wretehedness ! The 
" oame of yillasantelle is an eyidenee of 
'^ honor whieh I eannpt question«" 

Astonishment to find himse]f known^ 
added to the other emotions of Henri^ues^ 
depriyed him of the power to answer, or to 
move, ttll h/d obseryed Miranda sinking 
throiigh w^kness, notwiihstanding the 
support of Leonora ; ke then sprang for« 
ward, and assistipg her to plaee her hus- 
band in his ehair^ he entreated them both 
to treat hiin as a friend^ and tell him what 
he should do to relieye that misery, whieh 
( he delicateljr hinted ) it was eyident they 
8uffered. 

'' Think me not ungraeious^ Senor^*' 
replied the Gount wiih tirmness^ '^ when 
^' ixk one ^hort word, I tell jou — Nothing ! 
^' Plroseribed hy.the perseeuting tribunal 
y af the ia^uisition*— sought bj the malie^ 
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" of a female demon — it is only in obseu* 
" rity that I ean be seeure ! On sueh terms 
'^ Miranda would disdain existence : but 
'^ that^ if he is Tiolently torn from the 
*^ arms of those dear beings who are de^* 
" pendent on hira, their fate would bc 
•* dreadful ! — I dare not even ask for th'ose 
" few coniforts I yet ean purehase, and 
'' whieh my health demands, lest it should 
'' betraj me to the iiends that seek to hunt 
•' me down ! Were I eertain to suATer 
" singly, I might, perhaps, be reeoneiled ; 
'^ but when I think that too probably my 
'' family may be implieated in the erimes 
'' attributed to me ! that at all events they 
" will be disgraeed by my ignominious fate, 
'' I feel almost eontented to die here like 
^^ a dog r 

The embtions of Mlranda rendered his 
words perfectly inartieulate, and seemed 
to shake his debilitated frame almost to 
annihilation. 

** Wh}', why, dearest Miranda," eried 
Leonora, as she supported himin herarm^, 
'' why need you give yoursel^ up to des« 
'' pair ? You niay yet proeure eomibrts 
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'' and restoratiyes ia this obseurity^ if this 
** worthy Senor wiU permit his eharity to 
^' be their ostensible souree/' 

The soul of Miraoda waa not humbled 
hy his misfortunes : at the meBtion of eha^ 
Tity, the eolour mounted for a moment to 
his face, and a glanee half reproaehful was 
direeted to Leonora, but the tears whieh 
filled her eyea spoke her regret for haying 
wounded his feelings» and reeonoiled him 
to the espression she had made use of. 

^' Ah !" exclaimed Yillasantelle^ '^ as 
'^ a relatiYe, as a broiher^ permit me to as- 
'^ sist you ! Suffer me to lessen to the 
^ Gountess the fatigue of watehing over 
the restoration Qf your health ! Let me 
furnish you with tbose eom^orts your 
atate demands ; and give me only in re- 
^^ tum, the honored title otyoukr friend !*' 

^* Oenerous young man !^' said Miranda 
with animation^ as he seized one of his 
hauds^ whilst the amiable Leonora took the 
other, and with a look of tbe sweetest gra^ 
titude pressed it to her bbsom* . 

It aeemed to be already forgotten by 
the pleaaed trio^ not only that they were 
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strangers almost to eaeh other, but that 
two of them were, or had ever been unfor- 
tunate: so true it is, that the yoiee of 
s^mpathy or friendship possesses a eharm 
to render us unmindful eyen of the sorrows 
that excited it. 

Henriquez remained a eonsiderable 
time with Miranda, who, conjured him nat 
en any aeeount to mention his title. 

" I have/' said he, " for some time 
^' abandoned the dress and appearanee of a 
^' peasant, in whieh I found m:jfielf eonti. 
*' nually subject to diseoyery fr0m my auk<- 
^' wardness and inability to support tbe 
" eharaeter* I now deelare my8clf one of 
^^ the ex-nobles8e of Pranee^ whom the late 
'^ unhappy reign of terror has driven fram 
^' my eountry ; and, as sueh^ am |>itied^ 
despised, and negleeted. I eall myseli 
Gount Philippe de Grasse^ and the pea- 
'* sants of the eountry^ who only ever speak 
^' to me, have ehanged my title to Don 
'^ iPhilip de Grasso^ by whieh name only I 
'^ am known. I should not/' he added^ 
<< have assumed any rank, had I not found 
^' it impossible to bteak my Leonora and 
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'^ my sister of their eustom of ealling me 
'' Gouat ! " 

With unspeakable astonishment^ and 
some little mortiGeation, Henriquez heard 
Miranda mention his sister, as it proyed 
her to be with him ; a eireumstanee to 
^^hieli he was ayerse to give his belief^ from 
thinkiog^ that affording that imprudent 
young lady his proteetion and assistanee^ 
"was unworthy of the eharaeter of his new 
friend. 

'' To what lengths" said Yillaeantelle 
to bimself, '^ wili the detestation of any 
'^ partieular person earry a man : when his 
'^ aversion to his mother-in law.ean make 
^' the noble mtnded Miranda forgetful of 
^' what is due to a sister's honor/' 

With this reAeetion in his head and at 
his heart, Henriquez rose to depart^ pro- 
mising, however, to return in the eyening; 

'^ Not this evening, Senor,'* replied 
Miranda. ^ Till the return of this hbur 
on the morrow,you must excase our see- 
ing you ! To-night/' he added with'a 
hesitation proeeeding from his efforts to 
Mbdue his ^eelings^ [' To-night^iny.loyely^ 
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my uabappy sister takes leavQ of my Leo- 
nora and me^ for a long, long time> ■ 
Dreading diseoyery from the prying ma<- 
'^ liee of her detefttable mother> she 
'^ far frora heiiee» without any ot|ier 
'^ or proteetor tbao providence. Bot she 
^' ahall be saie,'" said Miranda vnth a nohle 
^' firmness ; ^* Hea^en^ thoagb It may per- 
^:^' mit the wieked to perseeute for its own 
'^ wise purpo&es^ will not suffer the inno- 
'' eent to beeome their prey ! " 

It was in vain that Henriquez entreat- 
ed the Gount to permit him to he the pro « 
teetor of his sister till she arrived in a plaee 
of safety. ^' It must not be/' he said.— > 
** Though she has made an elopement, the 
^^ fame oi my sister is still as unsiillied hA 
^' her mind ; biit were I to permit your 
^' attendanee on her» to her plaee of desti^ 
^^ nation, her innoeenee ovXj would remain/^ 
Thus forbidden to engage himsel^ in 
the service o£ the. unhappy Crount^ in the 
vray that would have been most agreeable 
to bim> Henriquez took his Ieave> and re* 
tired till the next day, when he should 
Iiave pem^ission to repeat his Yisit. 
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Oa his way home^ the singularity of 

the eireumstanees that had thus twiee in« 

trodueed him to the notiee of Gount Mi- 

randa eould not fail to oeeupy the mind of 

'Villasantelle> and it waa only now that he 

reeolleeted the object of his pursuit, when 

lie had aseended to the ehamber of that un- 

ibrtunate nobleman« But his mind haying 

now found another object for the exercise 

of its enthusiasm^ Y ietoria eeased to be its 

first eonsideration : aud though he pain* 

fully felt the importanee she was of to his 

peaee, the conviction whieh his feelings for 

Miranda afforded him^ that in the exercise 

of friehdship and benevolence there was a 

souree of felicity for him^ in some measure 

reeoneiled him to the duty he thought in- 

eumbent on- him^ namely^ that of endea- 

\ouring to think of the woman he loTed^ 

only as the wife or mistress of another man. 

Yet still he eould not banish her idea from 

his heart : her beauty still haunted his 

imagination^ addrned witheyery graee of 

mental acquiremehts^ and the reeoUeetion 

of how deeply and wilfully he had offenddl 

her^ inAieted a pang infinitely more seyere 
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ilian eyen tiiB eeetaiaty tfiat Yietorin^ teii» 
derneiB wob not destmed for him« 

Often^ whiie' s. pney to thbse reAee-» 
tion^ did he wisfa)hiffliself vrithin the reaelt 
oC the fa8ciiiati0BS o£ the &ic and faithle9s 
Isabel ; and as often did he repeoaeh him« 
lidf £dr the dehuing' thonght; ao un:wor^ 
tiiy of the true. and rooiantie kiT.e of a 
Spaniard^ though its object was beyond 
liis hopes« 

In his present state of mind, it is na«» 
tural to sappose^ tk»l he eather aToided 
t&an sought the soeiety of his fciend: StaS* 
fecd ; boi tlnt gentieBian eame to* him. ih 
the eyenuig £iill \b£ smne impostant tntelli^- 
genee^ whieh^ howeyer^ he did not think 
peoper to diYulge : but bis eaunteiiainee 
was animated by the most Uyely transport^ 
aahe in^onBed Henriqttez tbat he meant 
to set ottt immediately fQr Si9vilie« on busi- 
ness the most conse<|uential' to his: happi* 
nessL With le» warmth than usual^ but 
with ihe uimoei sineeiityt YillasaBtellie 
eoagratuhsted hls frieiid an his ptoapeets ; 
hnt, to his enquiry^ if thete was any persoo 
besides his parenls to wbom ho wiihed his 
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f emembranees ^onreje$i, Jie replied in the 
negattye. 

'' Whal," said Stafford, '' no message 
^' to your aunt ? None to her protegee ?" 

'^ Gnly my best wishes/' 

*' Does not Isabel appear entitled to 
*' morey* enqiiired Stafford, smiling. 

Henriguez w^^ laneied these ^words 
«lluded to his friend's suspieion of his in* 
trigue with that lady, made no reply ; and 
Stafford^ too mueh engrossed bj his own 
happy reAeetions, to heed his embarrass^ 
-ment^ bade him an affeotionate adieu, and 
^parted. 

When, at the time specified by Gount 
Miranda^ Henriquezenteredthe lowerroom 
of his miserable dwelliog, the first object 
he behdid was OOonora^ looking more lan* 
guid and dejected than eyen the preeeed* 
ing day, and leaning against the rail at tbe 
foot of the stair-ease. Her veil was fa8tened 
to her head-dress^ and proyed that she either 
had been, or was going out^ but it did not 
^oneeal her face^ though with it she dried 
the tears that Aowed from her eyes on her 
bosom» 
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Henriquez saluted her ; and, as she 
aseended the stairs with him, she said, 

*' I aih just eome from ehureh, Senor^ 
'' \?here I have been to pray for the safety 
*' of our beloved Camilla^ dear girl ! Hea- 
" ven avert from her the cvils with yrhieh 
'^ she is threatened ! 

'' You seem," returned Henriquez, 
*' to feel them cvcn more keenly than the 
'^Gount!" 

'* The Gount/' she answered, '' knows 
'^ only that his sister is in danger of falling 
" into the power of her unnatural mother/' 

^^ And is Donna Gamilla really in dan- 
" ger from any other quarter ?'* 

*' Ah, Senor ! a thousand dange^rs rae- 
*' naee a young and beauttful f(^ma1e-, tbat 
'^ men never dream 'ofi A tender and sus- 
*' eeptible heart^ like Vietoria's, is in itself 
'' a powerful enemy/' 

As Leonora said this^ she was about 
to open the door of her ehamber ; but 
Henriquez hastily removed her hand from 
the lateh^ cxclaiming^ 

^' Stay one moment^ and satisfy me in 
^' this point« You speak of CamiHa and 






^ y tetoria as one person. Tell mc, I cod« 
jure joUi is the latter name borne hy 
your sister ?" 

It is. The other was only assumed/' 

^ And the Gouut's is .** 

^' Alphonso ! " said Leonora, 
*' And he assisted her to leave the 6U 
^^ Th^esa^ at Naples ?" eried the Spaniard. 
^' He did. And oh ! heaven forgive 
^' him £br the well m^nt saerilege \" 

The pious ejaculation of the beauteous 
I^eonorn^ tbongh pronouneed with the ut- 
mest fervencj, her white hapds folded on 
her bosom, and her meek eyes raised to 
b4aven> was totally uoheed^d by Henriquez> 
wbo had already relinquished her hand^ 
^and wbo w^as too mueh engrossed by the 
ilitelligeiiee he had j ust heard, to attend 
even ito her leavi|ig him, though in doing 
30, she shut him out of the apartment of 
the Gouot. 

It was some time beEore Yillasantelle 
eould reeall his ideas^ even sufficiently to 
remember where he was ; but when he did 
so, he had presenee of mind enough to re- 
eolleet th&t^ in the present disordered state 
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. of his mind, his intended visit to Miran^a 
had better be postponed, and therefore 
quitted the house to ramble in thie adja- 
eent streets till his recovered eomposure 
f hould render hini more proper for a yisitor. 

To attempt to deseribe the situatioa 
of his thoughts during nterly two bours, 
>vou1d be a task so almost impossible, that 
it is best not to attempt it, but accofnpany 
him at onee in his return to the abode or 
the Count Miranda. 

On reaehing the %6me, vfh&te, at Iiis 
two former visit8^ he had not seen a human 
being but those whom he now eame to 
seek, his astonishment was extreme to be- 
hold the lower room half filled with the 
eommon people, men, women^ and ehildren, 
who appeared to be assembled to see some- 
thing extraordinary ; and to observe among 
them two, whom, by their dress^ he knew 
to be o£Bcers of justice« 

One of these advanced towards Hen- 
riquez, who from him demanded the oeea- 
sion of this bustle ? and received for an- 
swer, that his eomrades had had the good 
fortune to find the Co|int at home^ and had 
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e^eorted htm on a visit to the prison : that 
as soon as they had seen him aeoommo* 
dated, they had returned to seek for his 
papers, and that himself and the other o&^ 
eers staid below to preyent their being in* 
terrupted in the diseharge of their duty. 

*' But, raay I not speak to them?'* 
demanded Yillasantelle : *' There may be 
'^ some mistake in this business." 

'' No, no, Senor !" replied the officer^ 
" There is no fear of that ! It is well 
'^ known now^ who the Gount is ; and he 
V need noi doubt speedj notiee will be ta« 
*' ken of his pretensions to justice/' 

'^ Alas, unfortuDate Miraada !" ex* 
elaimed Henriquez^ with emotion ; ** Thj 
'' fate is then deeided^ and thy destruetion 
^' is eertain !" 

*' Ha, LonquiIez !" eried the officer, 
ealling to his eompanion, at the same time 
that he nimbly drew the sword of ViIIa« 
.3anteIIe from its seabbard; " here is a 
. '^ youth who deelares his knowledge of the 
/' redoubtable Gount Miranda 1 We niust 
proyide him a lodging, I fancy/* 
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Lonquilez9 with a sayage ddight in his 
countenance> eame Torwards^ and assisted 
his eomrade to seize the already disarmed 
y illasantelle, and haying ealled a third df 
their troop to their assistanee, they, \^ith* 
out atty farther eeremony, conveyed him, 
in a earriage'whieh waited at the end of 
the lane, to the prison of the town, M^here, 
having thrust him into a large rooiti with 
grated windows^ they barred' the door and 
left him. 

Those sumtiiary prdeeediog» of the 
officers^of jii8tice, for a time deprired Hten- 
riquez of the power of reflection, nor eould 
he even''when his faculties had in a great 
irieasure recovered from the shoek, conceive 
'what was meant to be done with' him. rf 
his friend were already discovered, he eould 
not understand why sueh importanee was 
annexed to the confession he had made of 
. his knowledge of him, unless the officerd 
had mistaken him for some of those eod^ 
eerued in the fray iti whieh the Baron ■ » ' ■ 
had been killed, on the reseue of the hap- 
less Leonora. 
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On his first entranee into this gloomy 
apartment^ yillasantelle had thrown him* 
8elf on a stone beneh^under one of the 
windows^ covering his face with his eloak ; 
but when a quarter of an hour had elapsed 
in silenee, and he found tbe officer8 did 
not ' return^ he rose to paee the room up 
and down. 

In doing so^ he perceived that he wa8 
not totirely alone : 9, female 'sat in an ob« 
seure eorner of the prison, and though her 
face was eoneealed by her vei], Henriquez 
imagined from her dress that she eould be 
no other than Leonora. A seeond g{ance 
convinced him, and he approaehed her. 

At the sound of his footsteps elose to 
her, the fair mourner started, and looked up. 

'^ Ah !^ she eried, on di8Covering who 
itwas; ^' how kind is this, Senor ! To 
'^ visit for the unfortunate Gount, not only 
'^ the abode of poverty, but that of guilt." 

^' You owe me no kindness, dear Se- 
nora ;" returned VilIasanteHe. " My be- 
ing here is entirely invoIuntary, sinee it 
is my prison as well as the Count'8«" , • 
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«* Tour*s, Don Henri^tteal t*' xepeated 
Leonora in astotiishnient. 

^' Yes, Senora*. I haye been broilght 
'^ hither by force, to answer for having 
^^ aeknowledged my friendship for Goudt 
^'Miranda!*' 

" No wonder then/* returned the lady, 
^^ that I see you a prisoner. But I hope 
'^ your innoeenee may appear, without 
^ obliging him to di^eoYer hinl8elf/' 

'^ How Senora ! Is not the Gount ar- 
'^ rested on aeeount of former transaetioiis 
^'inNaples?" 

" Graeious Mary !*' exclaimed Leo- 
nora^^ elasping her hands in thankfulne8S 
to heaven, *' How near have we been to 
^^ destruetion^ by the fatal similitude of Al- 
*' phonso's real and assumed title. No, 
Sedor, we are not yet undone. The dis- 
covery of the ofiScers of justice is a ehl- 
'^ merieal one, for they have arrested us aCs 
^^ spies of the French government and ili 
*^ aSeeted towards that of Spain ; but^ as 
'^ yet, they know not that the proscribe(} 
^' Maranda is in their hands. 
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^ It is true thej suspeet it ; and mettn 
'^ on that aeoount to d'etain a9 in prisdn 
^' till they ean receive from Naple« an ae- 
'^ eurate desoription of the per^on of the 
'^ Gount, or some one who w ill bear witness 
^' to his indentity. But eould we eseape 
^^ frbm Salamanea before ihat arriyes^ we 
would' endeayour io reaeH England be- 
ioreihey eould again eome up with us." 
Henriquez heard thi6 esplanationwith 
an astonishment not unmingled with plea- 
sure ;. be saw plainly l^at it was* in his 
pow^ to render an essential serTiee to his 
distressed friends, and his hesitated not to 
form a resoiution, singular indeed,but noble 
ia the htghest degree. It was well, How- 
ever^. that Yillasantelle did not oeeupy 
mueh time in deliberation ; ^or, at this mo- 
ment> the persons who had brought him to 
the prison eame to convey him io the hall 
of ex4mination, and he eould only say to 
Leonora, " Fear not Senora that Don PhiHp 

< 

will not soon be at liberty !" before he was 
obliged to lcave the plaee. 

On entering the hall of justice^ Heri- 
riq.uez wa» not mueh surpriseAto behold 
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not a single person except the magistrate 
i¥bo was to esamine him^ and his own eoa- 
duetor^ : but the observation pleased hina^ 
as there was thenee no fear of anj obstrue- 
tion to his design. 

As soon as Yillasantelle was led to-' 
wards the table where sat the administrator 
of the laws^ he was ealled upon to deelare 
his name, but this he positiyely refused to 
do till informed of his erime. To this the 
^magistrate^ who was neither the most intel- 
ligent^ or the least humane of his profeB-* 
sion^ readil j replied, '^ that he was brought 
*^ there upon suspieion of knowing, yet 
'^ eoneealing^ where the Gount Miranda» a 
^' murderer and a saerilegioiis heretie^ .was 
'' to be found^ thereby impediog the.pro- 
^' per eourse of justice." 

'^ That 1 at this moment^'' replied Hen- 
riquez^ ^' haye the most perfect knowledge 
where that perseeuted nobleman maj be 
found, is most true: but before I will 
give any further satis^aetion on that or 
^' any other point, I have to ask a few 
questions, on your answeriug whieh de- 
pends youi ever knowing more^ for tor-* 
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^turds fiAfall noi wring tlie seeret froin 
'^ me/' 

Observing the magistrate about io re^ 
fase eomplianee i^ith his demand) Yiila- 
santelle resumed, 

'^ I am no stranger io the proeess of 

'^ affairs in these eonrts^ and I am well 

^' aware that it is your intention to refer 

^^ me io a higher tribunal^ as a person of 

. ^ refracf ory manners and- unsafe to be dealf 

^' with» where none of the penalties due* 

^^ only to guilt' ean be employed to force 

^ me to give eTidenoe. But I warn yonf 

^^ that sueh a proeeeding will not avail any 

'* thing ; and that although by eomplying 

^ with my terms, you may proeure intelli- 

'' genee of Gouot M ir anda ; if I am treated 

^' vnth harshness I never will betray him.*' 

'' Ask your questions," said the Magis- 

trate in a surly tone. 

'' Is not^' Henriquez began, *' Philippfe 

^^Gount de Grasse vulgarly 6tiled Don 

^' Philip dc Ghrasso, an eWigrant Prendh 

'* ttobleman^ now within those walls ? And 

*' is he notaeeused, by those who are eem* 
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seious of his itinoeenee, of being a spy 
'* for the goyernment of that eountry ? " 

The magistrate hayiog repUed to both 
those question8 in the affiraiativej the pri« . 
soner resumed^ 

Then I demand that his liberty be 
instantly restored to him/' 

" That eannot be/' answered the ma- 
gistrate^ '' sinee he is detained on suspieion 
of being that verj Miranda^ on whostt 
aeeount you are brought hitheK»"' 

« It is I,'* said Villa5jtti4elle, " who. 

ean best inform y.oO) wbether. he is thai 

nobleman^ or i» not, But before I reply. 

^' to that pointi I must know^ whether there 

'^ is any other impediment to ^his being im« 

'' mediately diseharged from this place?'V 

'* Tbere is; not/' 

'* Then suffer him instantly to depart, 
*' / aeknowledge my8flf to be Count Mi* 
'* randa /'* 

The magistrate looked all astonish* 
ment at ^his unexpected dedaration ; and 
his satellites^ (whoi^^ere four in number) 
•eS if they had imagined that baviDg (on'- 
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fessed hiinseir to be the famous Miranda^ 
gave a degree of sayage ferocity to their 
prisooer, all at onee seimd on him and at- 
tempted to throw him on the floor, that 
they might bind him. But Henriquez, m^ 
dignantly shaking them oS, ealled on the 
magistrate to proteet him from insult^ till 
he was proved guilty of erimes sueh as had 
been aseribed to him. 

'^ Having," he eontinued^ " volunta- 
rily given myself up, when I might have 
deposed your suspieions pf the innoeent 
•* Don Philip to be )ustj> I do not conceive 
'^ that there is any reason for treating me 
'^ like a wild beast. I surrender myself 
'* into the hands of justice, not into the 
power of savages; and I demand yet one 
more indulgenee, besides that of respeet- 
^ ful treatment." 

*' Speak your wishes," said the magis- 
trate raildly, '' and, if they ean be eom- 
*' plied with, till you reaeh Naples, they 

'^ I desire then, to be permitted to 
*' write to Don Philip. You need not fear 
*' to allow me this." Henriquez added^ 
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obserying the unpropitious looks of tbe 
magistrate, *' You shall yourseir see y^hnt 
" I ^hall wf ite, whieh sball be but a yery 
'^ few lines.*' 

Pen and ink were immediat^ly proYid^ 
' ed by the order of the magistrate^ and 
yillasantelle, being permitted to sit down, 
wrote 'the follo^ing billet : 

To Philippe Count de Grasse. 
Let not the aeknowledgraent I haye 
made surprise you, sinee it was no yery 
*' uneommon effort. In confessing myself 
^* to be the injured and so long perseeuted 
^^ Miranda,'! ineur no danger ! ReeoIIeet 
*' that although I am beeome amenable to 
*' an inquisitorial eourt^ its proeeedings are 
no longer eoneealed under the veil of 
darkness and mystery, whieh so often 
** proved fatal to innpeenee. My trial must 
** be in the face of my eounlry, and neither 
*' suspieion or error ean avail against me« 
** You know that I am not guilty of the 

*' death of Baron . Adieu, my ^riend. 

'* You will soon be at liberty, and England 
^^ holds out to you a comfortabIe assylum. 

•' H]ENRIQUEZ/'' 
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Yillasantelle hesitated a little before 
he would Tentitre to sign the name of Hen«- 
riquez^ vrhich eould alone render his billet 
intelligible to the Gount : but fortunatelj 
the magistrate^ into whose hands he now 
gaye it^ \eas ignorant that it was not the 
real name of Miranda. 

He read it, however^ and laying his 
finger on the words^ ' I am not guilty of 
the death of Baron / he said 

'' You make a bold assertion here ! 
^' But I will oWn> Gounty that I wish you 
'^ may be able to provc it at Naples, 
'^ whither you must be conveyed.'^ 

Henriquez, grateful to this humane 
gentleman for the interest he appeared to 
take in his eoneerns^ after having received 
his promise that the billet and bi^ ^is** 
eharge should be imm^diately given to 
Don Philip^ forced a ring of eonsiderable 
value upon his Anger, and^ attended by two 
officers^ mounted the earriage that was to 
convey him to Italy, and whieh was eseort- 
ed by 8everal armed men on horsebaek. 

The journey upon whieh Henriquez 
had now entered^ may easily be eoneeiyed 
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a eomplete eontrast to that he had per^ 
rorined only a few months before oyer the 
same road, but in the soeiety of the intel* 
ligent Marquis de Gambusea and his be- 
h>yed J:u]ia« 

^ As he eould not entertain a doubi of 
being diseharged the moment he arriyed 
at Naplea, where the deeeption he had put 
upon the raagistrate at Salamanea must be 
diseoyered, he would haye eoasoled him- 
self in the idea of hiiying sayed the life 
of his friend^ and in the prospeet of so 
soon seeing his sister and her husband ; but 
he eould seareely belieye that thej had not 
already ]eft the NieapoUtan^ territories^ and 
in that ease he Isinew not how long he 
might be withoht seei^g them. His being 
eopdueted as a state prisoneri must also 
po^eyent his going in seareh of the loyety 
wandering Yietoria^ whom he ardently de- 
sired to diseoyer^ that ( as he fanc]ed ) he 
might eonduet her to her brother. 

Hitherto Henriquez had endeayoured^ 
as mueh as possible, to checl& the passion 
that eyery interyiew with Victoria aug- 
mented ; but sinee he had diseoyered that 
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AIpIuHiso at least was a riyai by Ao means 
Ibrimdable. to hift hopes of ber heart» he 
raiher eherished his aitaehment, and dur^ 
ilig his loog joumey to <he boundary of 
the N«apolitaD doninions^ his thoughts 
-were seldom a moment uapeeupied bj her 
image. 

On tbe daj when Villasaiitelle quitted 
Iiis Spanish cooveyance for an lialian one^ 
late was mueh surprised on^ his earriage 
drawing up to the house where tbe ehange 
ti^as to be made^ to see that ooe similar to 
it bad arriyed before it> to replaee whieh a 
Neapolitan earriage was already provided. 

As the plaee of his destination was 
known to hini^ and he Weni yoluntarily 
with his guards, he wasnot preventedfroiB 
looking out of tbe windowis as mueh as 
he pleased^ and the appearanee of a felIow 
prisoner being near^ attraeted his attention^ 
and made him endeayour to see who it was« 
That it was a female, he eould not lemg 
doubt, for, on the door of the earriage be- 
iog openedj he heard loud and repeated 
shrieks ; and when one of the wen wbo 
surrouuded it lifted her out in his arms^ to 
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remoTe ber io tbe eonyeyanee prepared for 
her^ her struggles haying displaeed her 
veilj Henriquez eould no longer Aatter 
hiinself that his worst fears were not real- 
lized> for he plainly diseerned the feature8 
of his adored Yietoria. 

Distraeted at beholding her in sueh a 
situation, Yillasantelle wildly ealled to her 
guards^ to desist from forcing her to go 
with them^ deelaring that he would him- 
self bejher eompanion and proteetor^ if it 
was neeessary that she sbould be a pri- 
soner« At the same time^ without takin^ 
any notiee of his own guards^ he optaed 
the door of the earriage he was in^ and 
springing from it^ attempted to pursue that 
of Victoria, whieh had driyen from the 
post-house; but he was almost instantly 
taken again ikito eustody ; and the eonse- 
quence of his frantic behaviour was, his 
being obliged to perform the remainii^ 
part of his journey with the blinds of the 
earriage drawn up, whieh entirely preyent* 
ed him from seeing whether his mistress 
was pursuing the same road. 
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It was now tbat Henriqucz indeed re- 
gretted his confinement, noble as had been 
the motiYe that indueed him to ineur it. 
Sut it would be to no purpose for hi(n at 
sueh a time to deelare the deeeption he 
liad praetteed, sinee^ as his own confession 
was the only evidence that had been given 
af his being Count Miranda^ it was not 
to be supposed that his denial would now 
ayail him any thing. 

Whilst our young Spaniard thus tra- 
Telled almost in total darkness and in si- 
lenee^ his arms, too^ bound on the iirst day 
that his route lay through Italy, his reflec- 
tions were not the raost agreeable iraagi- 
nable : he now rested his only hope of see- 
ing Yietoria^ on the probability that as her 
brother was suspeeted to have assisted her 
to eseape from her convent, he niight, 
under that eharaeter, be confronted with 
her on his trial for that offence, whieh he 
understood had proeured him the title of a 
saerilegious heretie. 

The eourt before whieh Yillasantelle 
was now to appear^ was» as he had said in 
his billet to Miranda, inquisitorial^ but yet 
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materially differeut from that tremendous 
tribunal whose deerees were involved iik 
mystery^ and wbere the unhappy object of 
its eriminal recognizance fell a Tietim to 
its sanguinary laws^ without the knowledge 
of any friend or relatiYe, who eould not 
evcn diseoTer whether he suffered death^ 
or was for years a prisoner in its dungeons. 
Persons who possessed interest were eertain 
of gaining admisston to hear the trials ; and 
,Henriquez knew that it was not eustomary 
to deny eriminals the aid of any witnesses 
whose presenee they ehose to demand^ or 
would appear^ to do them any service. 

As he had hoped^ but as eould seareely 
be espeeted^ the first eause on whieh Hen- 
riquez was^ brought before the eourt^ was 
to answer for haviDg aided and abetted 
Yietoria de Miranda, daughter of t^e late 
Gouut Miranda^ a novice in the convent of 
St. Theresa, to eseape from thenee^ in vio« 
lation of her vows to heaven^ and in an he- 
retieal eontempt of the ehureb. 

Before hia entranee^ the trial of the 
lady herself had eommeneed^ and as she 
was about io plead her own eause^ he was 
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not iromediately notieed, and had tinae to 
observe who were present. 

Near the judge^ who was a man of 
digniGed aspeet^ with the traits of sense 
and penetration strongly marked in his 
eountenanee^ and who appeared in rather 
the deeline of li^e, was seated the detes« 
table Gountess Miranda, with a eruel ex« 
ultation in her looks^ as sbe seowled upon 
the trembling Yietoria, who^ though a 
prisoner, had been aeeommodated with a 
seat. At the baek of the latter's ehair^ 
and seemingly eneouraging her, stood the 
Marquis de Gambusea^ towards whom from 
time to time the Gountess shot glanees of 
fury and maliee ; but they were unheeded 
by him^ or at least had not power to dis. 
turb the plaeid dignity of his eountenanee 
and mien« Two or threepersons evidently 
of inferior rank^ and as evidently parties 
on the side of the prisoner, were near the 
Marquis« and^ at a little distanee from the 
Gountess^ Miranda^ were several priests^ 
and onre man^ who appeared to be of raok^ 
was plaeed by her side^ and the area was 
erouded with speetatgrs* 
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It was seyeral miautes belbre Yietoria 
eould summon eourage to, speak. Tbe 
death.like silenee tbat expectation eaused 
throughout ;the whole eourt seemed td 
appal her^ a&d it was not till a murmur 
arose at her long delay, that she stood up^ 
aad, leaning on the arm of the Marqui8^ 
entered t»n her defence. 

The (irst few sentenees that she pro- 
nouneed were uninteiiigible to those who 
were plaeed at sueh a distanee as was Hen-- 
Tiquez, but her Toiee beeoming stronge? ^ 
Jie heard the eontinuation. 

" Repugnant/' said Victoria, '^as it 
'^ rou&t be Bupposed it is> for me thus pub- 
'* liely to deelare the stigma that rests on 
m j birth, soaner would I avow it to be the 
most in£amous, than permit it any longer 
to be belieyed^ that I am the daughter 
^^ of that eruel woman^ who^ aeknowledg- 
^' ing me to be Hueh^ eould subj«^ct me to a 
'^ situation sueh as tbat from whieh I have 
'^ reeaitly been estrieated^ or that in whieh 
*' Lnow find my6elf. 

** 1 now eall upon Ursula Celliiii^ onee 
known by the name of £lvira de Canh- 
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^ busea^ but for seyeral years as Gountess 
'^ Miranda^ to deelare before men and an- 
^' gels^ wbether I am her ehild or not ? " ' 
At this soleron adjuration^ the Coun- 
tess was observed by all present^ to turn 
pale^ and tremble; but it was apparently 
-with rage; for on being eommanded hy 
the judge to reply to the demand made by 
the prisoner^ she said haughtily^ 

^' I am not ealled upon. The name of 
'^ Ursula Cellini belongs not to me !" 

She was reminded that she had also 
been ealied upoui as Countes8 Miranda, and 
was again desired to plead ; but as she pfer« 
aisted in remaining inflexibly silent^.sbe was 
ordered to be taken into eustody for eon» 
tempt of the eourt^ and Yietoria was c6m- 
roanded to eontinue her tale^ whieh) after 
a ,moment*8 reeoUeetion^ 8he did in these 
terms : 

*' To the numberless friends of the 
" Cambusca family now present^ it is well 
*' known, that the late Marquis was, about 
'* forty-five years sinee^ appointed to a go« 
^' vernment in the island of Cuba, to whieh 
*' plaee he removed 80on aiterwards vrith 
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his Iaadj» leavuig their oAly ehild, tbe 
Marqui8^ iiow present^ bekiod them ia 
l^aini, 

^' It wafl tietMT seven years aAerwards^ 

'^ ihat tbe Marehiooess gaw birth to a 
daughter, who was oamed Elyira^ aod 
ia a few montbB Ae died, leaying her 

'^ ehild in the eare of a faitbful seryaDt^ 

'^ ealled Agne» de CeUioi, who was the 

'^ aiother of Ursula, now preseot. 

^ TiU Elyira attained tbe age of Beyen^ 

^^ teen^ her Ufe gUded traoquiUy on^ io the 
restraiots eommon to Spaoish ladies oC 
hef .high rank ; but her peaee was tiien 

^\ broken by the death of her father aod o^' 
Agoes her ourse, (who was not less dear 
to her ) both beii^ earr ied off by the 
same oontagious distemper. 

^' For the Arst time £lvira oow fouod 

^' it oeeessary to aet for bersel^, and she 
formed the eesolutioo of eooiing to Eu- 
rope^ to plaee berself uoder the protec« 

'^ tioa of her brother» the preseot Marquis 
de dambusea. E^ery thing was^ in less 
than a year from her father's death, pre- 

[^ pared fn this Toyage^ in whieh Ursuia 
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^' eelliiu^ oiriy oae year oideir tbanherseir» 
^* was to be the eompanioa of the hapless 
'«EWira. 

^' But) io the galleoii ia whieh she 
'^' sailed^ there was aoother passenger of 
^* rank, who possessed a* eonmiaadery of 
*' Malta. 

'' You^ my Loi d/ eoatinued Y ietoria^ 
addressiog hersel^ more paetieularly thaa 
«he had before done to> tbe ^udge himself ; 
^^ Youy my Lord^ knew Don Paeheeo de 
^' Merrida, and feel how difficult it would 
be for me at the present momeat tb give 
a ju8t idea of bim. 

He was, my Lord^ at the time I 
*' mentioB> something aboTO the age of 30 * 
'* his long military seryiees had'not then de- 
stroyed the appearanee of youth^ though 
ehange of elimate had deepened his com« 
^' plesion» and b^un to blaneh his hair ; 
but to the qualities of hi» mind^ to gi'aees 
of his manners, I ean never do the jus- 
Hee I am bound to^ by my promise to 
the sweet saint^ whose dying entreaties 
to unfold this tale, and paint him as he 
was^ now ring in my ear$« 
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^' EWira had often seen and admired 
^^ Don Paeheeo, before their tedious eon- 
'^ finement in the same ship brought them 
'^ more intimately acquainted with eaeh 
^' otber's merits. Thev were transeendent. 
^^ and a passion yiolent as sineere took root 
^* in their hearts. 

^^ Spare me> my Lord, ( for you are no 
*f stranger to them) a reeital of theeyents 
^* that preeeded and aeeompanied the faU 
^' from virtue of the unfortunate Elyira ; 
*^ they were sueh as in every eandid bosom 
'^ would tend to excu]pate both the lovers» 
^^ But Elvira too well knew the un« 
'^ yielding honor of her ^amily» not to dread 
'^ the very idea of meeting them^ when she 
^' found what was likely to be the eonse* 
quence of her indiseretion ! She knew 
«he had nothing to expect but infamy 
for her8elf, and reprobation for her ehild. 
^* In this dilemma^ in whieh Don Pa- 
^' eheeo was equalLy inyoWed» the suffer« 
ings of both were augmented to a dread- 
ful degree : Elvira*s to see her beloved 
'^ Ursula sieken with the 8mall-pox^ and 
^^ Don Paeheeo^ two days afterwards, to 
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obserye the fell eontagion stealing over 
•' the languid frarae of his adored Elyira ; 
" the ddicacjr of whose state of health ren- 
'' dered her ill able to struggle against the 
•* distemper. 

** At length, however, the erisis ar- 
'* rived, and was favourable to the lives of 
«* both the 8ufferer8, but to the beauti/ of 
*' £lvira alone ; Ursula in the earlj stage» 
" of her recoverj retained scarcelj a ves- 
'' tige of her former 8elf, though she has 
' sinee in some measure lost the disfigur« 
ing traees of her malady. 

The tirae now began to draw nigh 
when the voyage must terminate, and 
'' the dread of it inereased the debility of 
^' the unfortunate Elyira. 

" Think, my Lord, what were the suf- 
'' ferings of Don Paeheeo ! He beheld 
^' the woman be adored restored to bim as 
" it were from the brink of the grave, but 
*' yet on tbe point of being torn from him 
*' for ever. His ehild, too, for whom wc 
'^ may suppose he already felt a parental 
'' interest, about to be devoted to obse uri ty 
^' and disgraee, or perhaps to destruetion. 

u 
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^ He had at onee io kmeBt tlie outraged 
^' honor of the mort loydy and anuable of 
'' her sex9 aad the impossibility of rqpair- 
^' ing it^ iirom the fttal eireumstanee of hi^ 
" religioos yow ! " 

Yietoria paused; but her meek eyes 
were still fixed on those of the judge ; aad 
as the uniyersal gaze of the eourt was on 
her, a total silenee preyailed in the hall 
of justieej till^ with a deep and hea^y sigh; 
the judge, in an under yoiee, eonunanded 
her to eontinue her narratiim. 

Elyira, trembling for the fate of her 

expeeted treasure^" resumed Yietoria, 
^' eould taste no repose till an expedieiit 
^' struek her for saying the diseoyery of 
'^ her shame^ whieh she eommunieated to 
'^ the partner of her uneasiness^ and, in the 
" miserable state of his mind^ easily gained 
'^ his acquiescence. 

^' It was no other than to inyest Ur- 
^' sula de Gellini in all the pomps of the 
^' daught^ of the Marquis de Oambusea ^ 
^' and uoder her namot f<^ the hapless £U 

yira^ io seek in retirement a refuge from 

the indignation of her family, and the 

eontempt of the worId« 
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^' This plan^ so (basible froin the alter- 
'^ atioD of Ursula's features from the small- 
'' po3Lj was immediately. put into executioQ, 
^' aad on their arriyal at Cadi2» she pre- 
sented hersel^ to the Gnmbusea family as 
EIvir% aiid as a supposed effort of ge- 
nerosity^ gave to the real Senora de 
Gambusea a peusiou on whieh to retire 
*' i&to Dbseurity» as the daugbter of Agnes 
'' Gdliai* 

^' In the obseure «ottage amongst the 
^^ mountaioB of Alputares, to whieh Elyira 
" retired^ «he gayebirth to tbe uttfortunate 
'^ being whose sad ta^ it is to reeite th^ 
'^ history of her sorrows. 

** I was bom amidst the eontrite tears 
of my angel mother^ with no fond father 
near> to press me with smiles io the heart 
^' whieh my birth had eased of its fears for 
^' the Ufe of a beloyed object, or inspired 
*' with the Arst emotibns of paternal fond* 
^' ness. One of the deseendants oftheeuled 
'^ Moors received me in her laborious arms^ 
•'^ and it was many hours before my mother 
^' eonseerated her babe with the first ten«- 
^ der embraeei 

V 2 
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*' lo the mean time Ursula^ eoniinU'^ 
'' ally dreading that the deprivation of the 
^' eleganeies she had been aeeustomed to 
^' might weary Elyira of her plan of con« 
'^ eealment, and induee her to eon^ess the 
deeeption they had praetised, took the 
Arst opportunity of seeurely establish- 
ing herself> by espousing the late Count 
Miranda^ though totally in opposition io 
*^ tbe wishes of her supposed relations. 

'* Soon after her marriage, whieh took 
^* plaee about a month before I was born, 
'^ tho Oount Miranda was obliged to leaye 
his lady (who had already deelared her- 
self likely to present him with an heir) 
^* and make a Toyage to India^ aeeompanied 
'^ by his son^ then quiie a boy, 

'^ As the Count was, at his departure^ 

^' in a state of health that gave little pro- 

^' mise of his ever returning, and tbe Coun- 

*' tess knew that the fortune he had settled 

on her, independent of her ehild, was yery 

ineonsiderable, ber misoarriage, whieh 

happened two months after his Ieaving 

*' her, was an event so fatal to her hopes» 

'^ that she resolyed to eoneeal it from an 
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^the world, and at the proper time for 
" her deliyery to substitute another ehild» 

** It was now that she first sought out 
'^ the humble habitation of EWira, and 
^' opposing maternal pride to maternal fond- 
** ness, prevailed on her to permit me to 
^ pass iTor the daughter of Gount Miranda, 
^^ whieh, as I was a tery small ehild^ might 
^ eastty be doiie, though I was already four 
** months old. 

" In due eourse of time, the Gountess 
^ pretended to be delivered of a daughter : 
^' I was introdueed into her ehamber, but 
'^ immediately eonsigned to an ignorant 
'' nurse^ who was to take me to her own 
^ «ottage, till the Gountess thought proper 
^' to recover sufficiently, to remove with 
'^ me to Naples. 

^* Hither my beloved mother privately 
" followed us^ as she had stipulated with 
Ursula that she should have the liberty 
of seeing me as often as she pleased^ and 
also have the eare of my edueation. In 
this eity she again tnet Don Paeheeo de 
Merrida, who was here on private busi- 
ness of bis order, and found him as pas- 
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" sionately attaehed to her as ever. Ursula 
'* had Dow reason to rejoice in the religious 
Yow of Don Paeheeo, as nothing else 
eould now have preyented the reunioa 
of those unhappy lovers. But their mar- 
riage was thus interdieted; and whea 
'^ pressed by Don Paeheeo to renew their 
former eonneetion^ Elvira rejected the. 
Yery thought^ with alTeeted horror^ but 
" with tears of the bitterest regret. 

*S£haIt I, my Lord/* eontinued yie- 
toria, '^ suppress the remainder of my eyi« 
^' denee^ too mueh tending to eriminate a 
*' parent ? or, shall I reveal the whole with 
*' impartiality ? Yes, beIoved saint !" Vic- 
toria added with enthusiasm^ '^ I must be 
explicit. 

Disappointed in thehopes he had 
" formed from the tenderness of his EWira^ 
by her assumed eoldness ; and stung by 
what he esteemed her prudery) Don Pa« 
*' eheeo was eruel enough to employ force 
^' a seeond time to yiolate the woman, 
^' whom by his first error he had already 
'' plunged iu misery ! 
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*' This outrage eould never be par- 
^' doned, eveiv by tbe meek and yielding 
'^ EWira ; and to seeure berselT from a re« 
'' petition of it^ she took refuge in the 
^^ convent of the St. Theresa, in this eity^ 
^^ Mrhere, under the name of Agnes^ she 
*' seereted bersel^ from my father^ till her 
^' year of probation being past^ she took 
*' the veil. 

*' In that convent was I plaeed by my 
supposed mother, uuder the eare of my 
real parent, only leaving it onee to ^isit 
the Count and Gountess Miranda during 
'* their residenee at Venice. 

'^ On their return to this plaee, I ae-' 

eompanied them, and though I frequent]y 

went to the convent, I did not take up 

my abode there, till after the death of 

'' the Gount, who Ieft his whole fortuDe to 

^' me after the death or on the niarriage 

"of his lady. 

** This was a restrietion of whieh she 
so little approved, that she determined 
to elude it, by obiiging me io take the 
veil^ and I was aeeordingly plaeed in the 
eonyeut of St. Theresa^ and informed 
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'"^ f hat there I mtirt tpeoA my life, as t wa« 
^' totally dependant on tbe CounteS8. 

^^ But tbe 9weet Irister Agnes (for I 
knew her by no other name) ob8erving^ 
my estreme repngnanee to tbe monastie 
Ufe, pleaded for me witb the eruel Ursulay 
but ki Yatn : sbe knew ber own power to 
'^ be absolute^ as Elvira bad made ber a 
solemn promise neyer wbile sbe li?ed to 
diyulge her story to more than one per« 
son, and Ursnla tbougbt that confidence 
was already plaeed in one cif the nuns to 
whom my «lotber was mueh attaehed, 
but who in faet knew ber only as sister 
Agne8. 

♦* Tbus «ittiated, my nrotber rcsolved 
'^ to free me fTom the eonyenty whieh she 
^' did by means of my 'Counterfeiting a vio- 
'^ lent illneiss, whieb was supposed to re- 
^' duee me to deatb ; but before t departed 
'^ she unveired to me the wbole of the 
^^ mystery of my birth. 

^' Sinee that time I bave been in Spain 
'^ endeavouring to eoneeal niyself from the 
malieious eruelty of Ursula Gountess 
Miranda. Yaioly has it been attempted^ 
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'* Binee I am now before this eourt : and 
'' sinee her long uneert ainty of my fate hat 
^' broken the heart of my unfortunate pa« 
^' rent, and in the graye onee prepared for 
her daughter she now reposes ! 

Spare me, my Lord, a further dis- 
eussion of the few remaining oeeurrenees 
of my short life, and eondeseend to ac« 
qutre the proof8 of my birth from the 
witnesses here present. 

Here, my Lord^ is the hush^and of 
^' Ursula eellini's nurse ! You behold ia ' 
** this woman the person who attended both 
'' her and my poor mother during their 
confinement with the small pox, and who 
will te8tify what I related of the decep« 
tion praetised on the Gambusea family ; 
and the woman who was a witness of my 
'' birth» with her who introdueed me into 
^* the ehamber of the Gountess Miranda 
'^ during her supposed labour, are also 
" ready to witness the truth of what I 
" haye said. 

" But here, my Lord Judge/' eonti- 
nned Yietoria, drawing a foIded paper 
from her bosom^ and unelasping from its 
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ehain ihe mmiature saapeaded to hdr mok, 
" here are two proofi that you^ who koew^ 
^^ Doii Paeheeo, will aot doubt. 

*' This i« & lettert written by my mo- 
'' ther on ber death-bed, to my fathers eoa- 
'' juring him to ilekaowledge his ehild !— 
*< This, my Loid, it his hair ! See it is de<- 
'^ eorated with the eroBs of Malta ! Uere;' 
aad she pressed the pietdre ( oa the bade 
of whieh was Don Piieheeo's hair ) ferventty^ 
to her lips» '' Here is the resemblaaee of 
'^ my sainted parent bersel^ !" 

During the last esplanations of Yie^ 
toria, Henriqnes9 who still remained guard-* 
ed amongst the ^oud, had observed the 
eounteaanee of the dudge io undergo seTe* 
ral ohangeS) aad saw him leiui eagerly fbr-* 
wards to obtain a nearer view of the pie* 
ture^ whieh when Yietopia, with ^. trem« 
bling handj preseated to him» he hastily 
seised; andf after gaaiag on it for some 
moments, with a fir6azied ardour^ ^ Ohi 
Elvira !'* he exclaimed ; *' Pure perseeuted 
''Spirit! Thott artffV^ngedP' Tbea dash- 
ing tbe miniature from him* he desbeaded 
witb preeipitation from his seat» and throw* 
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iDg hini8elf on his knees beibre Yietoria, 
eaught both her hands, whieh he bathed 
with tears of unspeakable agony. 

The eroud now elosed so entird/ 
round the interestiog seene^ that Yiilasan- 
lelle was unable longer to distinguish evea 
whether the prineipal aetors in it remained 
in the hall ; but hit attention was.soon at« 
traeted to a new point 

The portrait of Elvira, when flung 
from the hand of the Judge, happened to 
fall at the feet of the Countess Miranda^ 
whOj taking it up^ sesmed to look on it 
with emotions something similar to those 
of the person by whose means she obtained 
it. For some minutes^ the deepest gloom 
overspread her ^eatures^ not^ howe^er^ an<- 
mingled with the malignaney of expression 
so usual to them ; she then appeared aetu* 
ated by rage, and wishing to destroy the 
painful resemblanee: but just asshewas 
with that intention plaeing it between her 
teeth, whieh she violently was gnashing» 
one of the guards of Henriquez, who ob- 
served the little diamond eross of Malta 
on the backj darted forwardsj and snatehe^ 
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it froni the furious vroman^ y/ho, thus dis« 
app'ointed of her Tengeanee on the harni'* 
less trinket^ stamped on the payement^ and 
a'bsolutely sereamed with^passion. 

The man who was now in possession 
of the miniature heeded her not^ but re- 
turning to his prisoner, shewed him his 
prize ; whieh Henriquez no sooner beheld^ 
than he oATered to exchange his purse for 
it^ though its eontents were of more than 
treble its va1ue. 

Yillasantelle had seareely seeured the 
treasure of Yietoria, when his attention 
was again drawn to the Gountess^ whose 
behayiour had beeome so yiolent and fran« 
tie» that the persons appointed to take her 
into eustody for her former eontempt of 
the eourt, were now obliged to force her 
from the hall of justice, deelaredly to lodge 
her in prison. 

8he-was no sooner gone, than a fresh 
tumult arose in the plaee : the eroud began 
with one aeeord to fall baek, and a uni- 
Tersal murmur preyailed ; but the meaning 
of it Yitlasantelle was not permitted to 
diseoyer ; for he was immediately hurried 
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baek to his prison, where his guards, hav* 
ing seen him in seeurity, left him alone. 

In this sitiiation^ debarred of even the 
hope of obtaining the satis&etion of know« 
ing the meaning of the estraordinary seene 
he had witnessed, the impatienee of Hen- 
riquez almost past all reasonable bounds : 
and any person who had heard his ravings 
at his confinement would have conceived it 
due to him'9 if not as a murderer, at least 
to a maniae. 

The seeond week of his imprisonment 

(for he had arrived at Naples seyeral days 

before that appointed for the examination 

of Yietoria) passed away as the first had 

done> in vain wishes for his release ; but 

conjecture had now a wider field to range 

in. At Arst he had submitted with a tole« 

rable graee to having his eommunieation 

with any person without the prison pre- 

^ented, as it gave Miranda a longer time 

to seeure his eseape; but now he repined 

at it ineessaotly. He had se^n that the 

Marquis de Gambusea was still in Naples ; 

he had seen also that Yietoria was under 

his proteetion ; and he now dreaded their 

X 



S30 TILLASANTELI.E. 

leaying the eity^ whilst bis trial wat de* 
layed froni day to day. 

At length the pleaaing iatelligeaee was 
brought him, that on the ibllowing niorn« 
ing^ whieh was the twenty-aeeond of his 
iiDprisonmentj he was to appear before his 
judge, to take his trial for the murder of 
the Barem ; and about an hour aftw this 
inforroati^ was officially eonTeyed to hiin^ 
he was surprised io see a monk enter his 
prison^ the door of whieh was instantly 
elosed on him^ and they were lefl together. 

In the appearanee of tiiis man^ tbere 
was something that struek Yillasantelle, as 
estremely partieular. The Imig blaek gar- 
«nents of the order to whieh he seemed to 
belongy were folded rotmd him in suoh a 
manuer as only to permit the extraord}nary 
height of his figure to be observed ; but 
his legSj whieh were bare almost to the 
knee^ and his teet, on whieh were only 
sandals of rope^ resembled rather those of 
a skeleton tban of any ereature of flesh 
and blood. Tbe drawn down eowl shaded 
his face from the obseryer^ but a withered 
hand held it sufficiently raised for him to 
look round the apartment. 



TILLASANTELLE. 331 

A8« bj turas, be esamined every ob« 
je€t it ooatainedy deep groans burst froin 
his bosom ; and when he had eoneluded 
liia inyestigation, he muffled up his head in 
bis garments, exclaiming in a yoiee nearly 
inartieulate— 

^ To what an abode has the genius 
*' of disinterested friendship eonsigned the 
^' most generous of men ! " 

The Yoiee was not iinknown to Hen« 
riquez ; but, artonished bejond measure^ 
be advanced to tfae monk> who was still 
standing in the middle of the prison room, 
and laying his hand on his shoulder^ assayed 
to speak^ but eould not* 

^< For Miranda dost thou suffer this ?'' 
again exclaimed the religious^ turning from 
him and moving towards the door^ against 
whieh he laid his head^ and sighed eon- 
nilsively. 

Henriquez followed ! He gently dre w 
aside the eowl, whieh was now unconfined 
by the wearer, and beheld the emaeiated 
features of the Gount Miranda, impressed 
with the stamp of despair ! 

X 2 
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. When the surprise that even a confir« 
mation of his Brst suspieion gaye yiUa« 
santelle, subsided^ he hastily detnanded^ 
'' Wherefore the Gount had eome to Na- 

ples, instead of instantly, on obtaining his 

freedon], Aying io England-?'' 

'^ It is plain that I am but little known 
'^ to you/' returned Miranda, " else you 
'^ would seareely ask me^ wherefore I was 
'^ not the abject villain to seeure my own 
'^ 8afety> when the most noble of men and 
^' of friends was suiTering imprisonment 
^^ and eontumely for my sake^ by person« 
'^ ating a man amenable to justice for tu- 
'' mult and murder l" 

*' But you should haye known^'^ said 
Henriquez^ ^' that I was in no danger \ 
•' Though forbidden to send to them, I 
'* haye powerful friends in Naples^ and 
" but for eireumstanees^ the mpst estra* 
'' ordinary of wlrieh I was a witness ten 
'' days sinee, I seareely doubt my trial 
^' would have been appointed to an earlier 
•* day than the morrow." 

** What eireumstanees ?" said Mi- 
"'^ada. " Did they oeeur in the abode 
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^ with whieh my supposed erimes provided 
^'you?" 

Yillasantelle, who saw the distraeted 
state of his raind^ though he dare not en* 
quire into the eause for fear of more deeply 
wounding it^ now, in some measure^ at 
lea^t^ to eall off his attention from bis par- 
tieular distress^ related to him all the va- 
rious eyents of that memorable day, on^ 
whieh he had witnessed a part of the trial 
of Yietoria. 

His auditor listened at first with little 
attention, but as he eontinued the narratiye 
he beeame extremely interested, though he 
spoke not, except when Don Paeheeo de^ 
Merrida was first mentioned : he then ex« 
daimed " Oh, my reyered Unele ! " and 
afterwards, when the Gountess Miranda's 
eonduetwas spoken 0^9 his features assumed 
the wildest expression : ^' Gurses, eurses !*• 
he eried, '' Gurses, blaek as her own eor- 
'' ruptedsoul, pursuethat vengeful fiend !: 
'' That d- d enemy to my repose ! *' 

" Oh Leonora?-' he added, in a soft- 
ened tone, but one of indeseribable anguisb^ 
'' How ean I think of the barbarous crvLr 
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" elties praetised on tbee, and not Ay to 
'' tear from the bosom of that demon the 
'^ eankered beart that eaused thy miseries." 
Alarmed by the violence of his enio«- 
iions» wbieh seemed to threaten his reason, 
Yillasantelle endeayoured to sooth the un- 
happy man. He sueeeeded in part^ for the 
paroxjsm of rage was followed by one of 
sorrow ; s^nd^ leaning on the shoulder of 
Henriquez^ the firm^ the indignant Mi« 
randa, even wept ! 

'^ Yillasantelle!'' said he at lengtb, 
you suppose me mad ; or aeeuse me of 
unmaoly weakness ! But did you know 
'' the whole of my sorrows and my wrongs^ 
*^ you would wonder that confirmed dis- 
^' tr^ietion has not overtaken me ! But 
'' you shall know all ! At present tbe men- 
^' tion of that beIoved brother of my mo- 
'^ ther^ has too mueh softened me* 

*' I eannot now be of service to you 
'^ in resuming my title^ but in the evening 
'' I will return and relate my story ; and . 
^\ to-morrow I will aeeompany you to the 
'* eourt, where Miranda shall throw off 
'Mhe ignominious veil that eoneeals him/' 
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SayiDg these words, after haYing eni - 
braeed Henriquez^ he departed, leaviog him 
more perplexed than eyer by some parts of 
his diseourse. 

In the eyening^ or rather at night^ 
Miranda was faithful to his promise of 
again yisiting Henriquez^ whom he found 
impatiently e^peeting him. 

No sooner were they both seated^ than 
the Gount began to relate his story : but 
he seemed to suffer so mueh in giving an 
aeeount of the wrongs of Leonora^ that 
Yillasantelle thought it best to inform him 
that, with the eireumstanees preeeding his 
Aight from Naples^ he had been already 
ae^uainted, bj Don Lopez deGrijalva. 

Miranda then resumed the thread of 
the narratiye in these words : 

'^ When, ou that memorable night^ I 
" conyejed my Leonora from the apart« 
'* ments of Lopez, we lost no time in em- 
barking in a boat belonging to the Mal- 
tese galley eommanded by my unele Don 
Paeheeo de Merrida ( who then and has 
'' sinee that time borne the title of Gount 
'^ Altoni) iu whieh we saiied for the island 
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'< o( Gaprea, where he possessed a small 
'' house ia whieh he thought we should be 
perfeetly seeure, till sueh time as my wife 
was enough reeoyered to take a passage 
for Englaiid. 

" But though a few months shewed 
my Leonora perfectly restored io health^ 
we enjoyed sueh uninterrupted quiet in 
this eharming retreat» that we remained 
there nearly six years^ at the end of whieh 
time we were diseoyered by the emissaries 
of justi€e, at a time when it beeame other- 
wise neeessary to leaye Oaprea. 

** With Yietoria, whom I always tilt 
'' this day belieyed to be my sister^ I had 
*^ always had priyate eommunieation ; and 
^' she had^ a short time before my residenee 
'* in the island was diseoyered, informed 
'^ me that the Gountess Miranda meant to 
^' forcc her to take the veil in the St. The- 
'^ resa ; but that she had found a ^riend 
^ who would assist her to eseape, conjuring 
'^ me to devi$e some means for her to join 
^^ Leonora and me. 

^^ On finding that I must quit Gaprea^ 
^' I eame seeretly to N^es, where no per- 
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^^ son supposed I would trust niyself, and 
^' reeolleetiDg that the St. Theresa was one 
*' of the most saered sanetuaries in the eity^ 
^^ I took refuge there^ in order to be near 
".Victoria, 

'^ During the day time I kept myself 
' as mueh eoneealed as possible» and in the 
' eyenings Yietoria used, by the eonniy- 
^ anee of sister Agnes, to join me in the 
' ehureh^ to whieh she eame by a priTate 
^ passage whieh led through the burial 
' yault of the ehureh ( whieh also seryed 
' as a. plaee of interment for the nionks 0f 
' au adjacent eonyenty that had also an 
' entranee to those yaults ) into a confes- 
' sioual in the north aisle of the St. The-^ 
' resa. But, in order to see sister Agnes, 
* ( whieh in epneerting our plan of eseape 
' was often neeessary^ ) I was obliged to 
' traverse this passage, and enter oue of 
' tbe avenues of the eonyent^ in whieh, 
^ tbrough a small grating in one of the 
' doors^ I u^ed to converse with ber. 

^^ On the seeond evening of my abode 
' in the ehureh^ I was mueh surprised to 
^ see Don Lopez de Gri^aha standing near 
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^ me, aod attentiyely esamiDing my per'* 
*' son, whieh he appeared to reeognize. 

*' In this persuasiem I spoke to him, 
'^ and foupd I was not mistaken : he kne w 
^' mot and liis astonishment was ektreme io 
^' find me in Naples. 

^* I bf ieSy rdated to bim ibe eause^ 
and conjured bim so far from betrayiDg, 
to assist me in convejing Yietoria from 
the plaee. The former he readily pro* 
^^ mis^d not to do ; but my other requesi 
'^ he absolutely ]i€ga(ived ; and I soon diis- 
•^ covered that he was entangled in the 
^' artful snares of the eountess Miranda,. 
^' with whom he had an intrigne, aad &ared 
^^ to offend« 

^' DreadtDg that this degradUng weak- 
^' ness mig^t betray me undesignediy» I 
*^ found it neeessary to make a tempmary 
'^ breaeh between the loyers ; by working 
'^ up his feelings to the highest degree to 
^' make him abhor her ; and, for that pur- 
pose reeapitulated with a)! the touehing 
cloquence in my power^ the eireum- 
staaees of oui last meeting, and reeaUtog 
'^ ail his pity for my Leonom* 
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As soon as I found I had sueeeeded, 
I made a pretenee to dismiss him for 
that night, and made hira promise to 
return on the following one. It was in 
Cf ossing the ehureh with him that I had 

" the Brst reneontre with jou ; but hear. 
ing jour eharaeter from Don Lopez, I 
thought it of little consequence. 

" I haTe some reason to believe that 
Don Lopez was not perfectl v faithful to 
me ; for the Gountess eertainly diseo^ered 

*' that night the intention of Yietoria to 
eseape from the convent : though, as I 
had not told Grijalva the destined means, 

^' she eould not prevent it ; but hearing of 
your visit to the St. Theresa, imagined 
that by some ehanee you had seen Yie^* 

'^ toria, and meant to assist her. 

" The oeeurrenees of the next even- 
ing you ean seareely forget ; and I need 
only mention that sister Agnes to whom 
I had only mentioned» having met with 

'* a Gastilian friend^ mistook you for Don 

'' Lopez ; and was giving you direetions 

^' to follow Yietoria to the plaee where 
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^' she had flo wn to eoneeal herselt when 
•' she was interrupted by the lady abbess.^ 
^^ How you eseaped from the eonyent 
'^ I know not ; but from what Don Lopez 
'^ told me of haying met you at the door 
^^ of the ehureh, with the plaee and time 
^' when Yietoria lost her eloak^ I imagine 
'^ you was the eause of that misadyenture» 
*' It was not howeyer, of mueh eonse- 
quence5 as she immediately on joining me 
at the rendez*vous agreed on, put on the 
disguise of a eayalier^ the most singu* 
larly deformed and grotesque you ean 
imagine ; and I, personating a lady al- 
most as uneouth, aeeompanied her to a 
little yessel proeured by Grgalya, in 
whieh we sailed for Gaprea ; where, hay- 
ing joined Leonora» and hired another 
*' bark, we all set out for Spain» where we 
had not long been established in the dis« 
guise of peasants, when we so fortunateIy 
^' attraeted your Arst notiee* 

" On being informed by you of the 
^' intended . journey of the Gountess Mi- 
'J randa, we Ieft our retreat^ and tbought 
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<f to eross Spaia to Cadiz ; but as we tra-- 
'^ Yelled on foot, and consequentIj verjr 
slowly, we only reaehed Salamanea^ on 
our way, six weeks before you diseoyered 
'^ us there ; and where, .after a contagioi)S 
'^ fever, whieh made me oblige mj sister to 
'^ take lodgipgs in a wine-houset at son^e 
^' distanee from the town, I was seize4 
wiih an ague^ froin whieh I am not yet 

r^eoT^d* 

Wheo J reoeiyed the billetyou Ieft fqr 
mei fi;om tbe magistrate at Salamanc9f 
I will cqn.fess9 that to take your adyi^^e 
and fly to England was my first idea : 
*' but when I reeolleeted that it was pos- 
^' sible that the inferaal Gountess, disap- 
ppiated of her wished-for prey, might 
perseeute you» for haying aided my es- 
eape, I resolyed to foIIow you^ and, if 
aeeessary) ayow myself. 

** But my first eare was to proeure an 
'^ assylum for my poor Leonora. Her fa- 
'^ ther she knew was dead ; and she knew 
'^ alsO) that his nephew and the heir of his 
^' fortune resided in or near Salamaneg. 
^' To him I made her write, io entreat his 
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'' proteetion, whieh was readily granted ; 
^' and 80 warm was the interest taken by 
'^ the young Senor Stafford in our coo« 
^' eerns, that I was indueed to Tisit him ; 
*' and was, under a feigned name, obliged 
'^ to eonsent to be introdueed to his Iovely 
*' lady^ with whom he had just arriyed 
" from Seville. 

*' With Donna Isabel de Sallada> or 
^' as her husband ( aeeording to the eustom 
*' of his own eountry ) ehuses to stile her^ 
^' the Senora Isabel Sta^ord^ I haye left 
'^ ray beloyed Leonora^ in the eruelest ter- 
^' rors, for what may befall me/' 

Here the Count paused for some time» 
being quite out of breath ; and it was for- 
tunate that he did so, as Henriquez had by 
this time lost all power of attending to the 
eontinuation of his narratiye. 

Had the fair wanton Isabel then eon- 
sented to be united by tbe ties of roarriage 
to Stafford ? was his (irst uneonseious self 
enquiry : but '' Ab," thought he, " what 
*' ties ean religion form — of power to bind 
'' a heart so depraved — inelinations so va- 
'' riable-— and passions so uneontrolable as 
•* ber's ?•' 
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Bat though he lamented the fete of 
his friend, he eould not help feeling the 
rettibuiiye ju8tice of his punisbment» for 
haying first undermined every moral and 
religious prineiple of the jouthfuI IsabeK 

After a silenee of near a quarter of an 
liour, Miranda thus resumed the diseourse : 
'' Sinee I parted from you this morn- 
'f ingi I have introdueed mj^8elf to, my 
" unele Paeheeo, Gount Altonii whom I 
found rejoicing in the discovery of his 
daughter Yietoria; (for you must by 
'* this time know that her father was the 
'' Judge to whom she related her story ) 
•« and he has promised me that you shall 
«' bc disehai^ed from this eruel eonSne^ 
« ment the moment you appear in the eourt. 
« He has also informed me, that he has 
been for 8ix years fruitles8ly negoeiating 
my pardon at the eourt of Rome, but 
that his ineapability of paying for it^ 
'' only, has hitherto impeded his sueeess : 
but that (as from the discovery of the 
deeeptions of the Gountess Miranda, the 
testament of my father must be set aside ) 
** as I shall shortly possess great wealth, he 
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^^ thmks there is little doubt of kiM pro- 
<* euring the paTdoR in a few ^Ays^: for 
*' wbieh time only I need eoneeal 0iyself. 
My unele hai^ also undertaken to m^ 
form the Marquis de eambusea» under 
*^ wh6se proteetion and that of your sister^ 
'^ Yietoria still remains, of your situation; 
^ that he may be in eourt to-^orrow, to 
•* give'you any assistanee that may bene- 
** eessary." 

Miranda haying eeased speaking, was 
y^armly eongratulated by Villasantelle, on 
the happy prospeets that appeared opening 
for him : he 'then enquired what had been 
riie events he alluded to ; to whieh th6 
discovery of Yietoria's remaining parent* 
had been owing. 

; '^ My unele has informed me/' re- 
tiirned Miranda^ '' that his daughter was, 
'* by the Marquis de Gambusea (to whom 
•^ she iirst related her story, on being per- 
'^ mitted to see him at the grate of the eon- 
'^ rent'ih whieh she was eoniined on her ar- 
'^ rital from Salamanea) acquainted of ihe 
" exiVtence of her father, and of his bearing 
•^ the iStl^ of Count Altoni, as also of Iris 
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being one of the prineipal magistrates of 
this eity : but it was not till the morn- 
ing that she was to make her appearanee 
^* in eourt, that the Marquis brought her the 
*' information^ that the Gount^ iny unele^ 
'^ was to preside in it. Her yarious and 
'^ touehing appeals to the judge, M^hieh 
you so mueh uotieed^ were, from the 
many years that he has borne the title of 
Altoni, intelligible only to faimself ; and 
perhaps on that aeeount made the greater 
impression on the other witnesses to th^ 
*^ transaetions of that day. 

" What the feelings of Paeheeo were 
" durtng her narrative^ he eould give me 
^•' only an imperteet idea, but they may be 
'' readily conceived; he did not, however^ 
*' mean to avow himsel^ at that time, but 
'' the sight of EWira's pieture, (whieh by 
^' some aeeident or other has been lost) 
'' entirely threw him off his guard, and at 
*' the feet of Victoria he entreated her for- 
'' giveness for his offences agaiast her un- 
■*^ fortunate mother, 

^' The agitation of Yietoria was so 
^' excessive that she was obliged to be re- 
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^ iiioved from the Court ; ' but her. fatber 
** would not suffer lier to be a raomeat 
'' froiB his sight^ and the iodeearum of hi» 
'f leaYii^ tJbe hall with her^ preveiited any 
'^ iurther proeeediogs on that day. 

^^ The Gount Altoni aeeompanied hia 
'' daughter to the palazzo di eambusea» 
^^ N^here fuUer explanations of past eyents 
^* took pliiee ; and it was some hours he^ 
'^ fore Paeheeo reeoUeeted that he was to 
^' have sat in judgment on his unfortunate 
\^ nephew, as he had already done on h» 
'' ehild. 

'' He w$j3 also infortned of the impri- 
*' sonment of Ursula Cellini, on aeeount of 
'^ the outrageous behavior you deseribed 
'' to me ; and was obliged to give an order 
y^ for her liberation : not without hopes 
^^ tbat the disgraee she had ineurred on 
" the trial of .Victoria would prevent her 
'' froni appearing agaiost me, (as it is sup* 
'' posed I am the person now in eustody) 
'' but I fear that they were ^allaeious, and 
*' that maliee predominates over everj other 
" feeling in her eankered heart. You have, 
'' howe\er, nothing to fear from hpr, as her 



f ' eredit is so epmpkttly e^tnnieii by tke 
^^ late eYents^ thot oiity agaisst guik, nip* 
'' posed so palpable as mine^ woold her 
^^ testtmooy avail any thing.'* 

Miranda now took Ieave of lleatUfSk€fZ 

for the night, leaving him ia a state ot 

eoiBparative bliss^ from the intelligenee he 

hftd eommunieated* AIl that night YiHa*» 

$aoteHe (thoiigh by the interest^ or rather 

tbe iribes of tbe Marqui8 eambusea^ $lc* 

pdoiibodated with a better ehamber and a 

s6fter bed than he had hitherto enjoyed in 

bis prison) dept not: his mind was too 

full of the idea of the Iovely Yietoria, 

whom in a few hours he hoped to see^ and 

perhaps to induee to pardon him for the 

adveature of the wine-house, near Sala^ 

manea^ to permit him to taste reposre ; but 

his feeli]ngs were not on this night^ as they 

had been on many preeeding ones, of a 

nature to exhaust his strength and spirits i 

and when the first beams of dawn-Iight 

«hone into his apartment^ he sprang from 

his eoueh with alaerity, to wateh from his 

grated window^ the approaeh of tbat day 

whieh .was to restore him to the embraees 



248 TII.IJLSAHTELI.B* 

of a bdoTed sister, the eompany of a te* 
▼ered Arieod^ and fo the sight of the woman 
be adored. 

He eontinned for some time at the 

window, but the tardj roomiDg seemed to 

linger in its approaeh^ and rendered him 

impatient and restless : he walked to and 

iro^ in his confined apartment ; and euri- 

osity^ or a hope of ehaogiDg the serae eren 

for a moment, indueed him to attempt un^ 

elosing his door^ the hinges of whieb^ 

iirom being mueh nisted, appeared to retain 

seareely strength to support it. They were 

still^ how^Yer^ firmer than hehad imagined; 

but to his infiDtte surprise^ he found that 

the gaoler^ in loeking the door the night 

before^ had . been so eareless as not to ez* 

amine whether the bolt had shot home^ and 

the prisoner was now at libert j to enter 

a narrow passage into whieh the room 

opene^. But his ioeliDation to ezplore 

farther was here interrupted by a strong 

iron grating that ran entirely aeross the 

passage^ seeured by two stroog spring loeks^ 

and he was obliged to relurn : but as he 

i0vas proeeeding to do so^ his atteotiun was 



attraeted by tlie aeeeiits of a yoiee he 
tbougtit not unkndi^ to him; whieh seem^' 
ed to proeeed from one of th^ grates of the 
dungeon beneatb the plaee\^faerebe stiMd^^ 
wbieb iiad a long low window dosely 
bkrred looking out upoa the eourt of the 
prison. 

Henrique2 pansed to lisien : the voice 
was of a female> and the aeeent appeared ' 
that of supptieation^ but ioo low ^oi' the 
word» to be distinguiBhable for some time^ 
and it Was not till the natutal tiolenee of 
her temper breaking out^ she spoke. in a 
lOnder key, that Yillasantelle diseoyered 
that it was tbe detestable CouhteM Miran-^ 
da* As he had heard of the ordw being 
giveh for het liberation from priaon^ his 
astonishment to find heir in one of its'duii^ 
geons^ would have been exce8sive> had ilot 
her own words explained the eireumstanee»^^ 

'* Ungratetul wreteh!" she turiOusly 
exclaimed^ '' have I ineurred the danger of 
'^ suspieion by bribing tbe avaric^ of your 
^ insiitiate gaolel^ ; have I eondeseended to 
^ enter a iltihy dungeon for your sake ; to 
^\ have my soK^itude r«quUed by a sutlea' 
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" sileoee^ to whieb you obsiinately iidhere« 
'' notwithstanding you must be sensible o^ 
what consequence it is to me to haye my 
enquiries an^wered ? I again demand if 
the important work*is performed ?" 

^ What is it you would say ?** enquired 
a Yoiee, as of one just awaked from slumber. 

" I would ask if . Tell me, 

'^ Lopez^ sl^^eps he seeurely ?'' 

«• Oh God ! Oh God !*' seenied to pro-^ 
eeed as from a soul in agony : but Yilla* 
santelle eoiild not aseertain^ whether it was 
from the person to whom the Gountess 
spoke» or from some unhappy eaptiye in 
one of tbe adjoining dungeons. 

Ursula again assumed the tone of sup« 
plieation^ and Henriquez eould no looger 
hear what she said ; but in a few moments 
her eompanion esalted his yoiee eonsi* 

derably. 

*• Leave me, infernal fury ! '* he eried. 

•^ No longer perseeute the yietim of your 
erimes ! But for yoiir aeeursed witeh* 
eties^ and my own weak eulpability^ these 

<^ limbs had not now been loaded with 
ehainS) in a loathsotne prison^ nor my 
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" Boul laeerated with the torments of re- 
morse !— Was it not enough that I should 
be led by you to betray the unsuspeeting 
confidence of perseeuted innoeenee ! Was 
\t not enough that I was the slaye of your 
^^ horrible maehinations, till led on from 
step to step, like the powerless^ self-soId 
agent of an arch-fiend, I stained my hands 
*^ with kindred blood — but must I now be 
'^ goaded by your maliee to the last erime 
of wbieh human nature is eapable^ and 
rush on death to ayoid your perseeutions ! 
^' Go ! false and inexorabIe monster ! Leave 
'^ me^ and glut your sayage nature with the 
'* yiew of him whom you haye murdered !" 
" That I haye murdered !" retorted 
the furious Ursula, " No, I did but put 
'' the poniard into the hands of a eruel 
'^ eoward^ and it found its way to the bosom 
^' of truth and innoeenee ! Convict me if 
** thou eanst of a word to prompt the fatal 
'^ deed ! Did I not tell thee, roisereant, 
that it would be an aet worthy of heayen^ 
to spare him whose death eould alone 
seeure us the enjoyments of Iife ? Did 
7 I not represent the possibility of eseap- 



€€ 
€€ 
€€ 



€t 
€€ 
€€ 



S5S yiI.I.A8AIIT£L|.E. 

^' ing firom his power without sheddiiig.his 
^' blood ! Did I not ■ ■ , J^ ^ 

, ^* Peaee, fiend of hell ! '^ iBterrupted 
her agomzed eompanion. *' LeaTe on fngf 
^ soul the w^ht of this last detested 
'^ erime^ and reflect if thou eanst boast of 
^' innoeenee ! Cainst thou e^en make repa- 
ration for thj deeds ? Canst thou restore 
to the injured Miranda the yiohited honor 
of his wife— -*Yiolftted by thj eursed eriw 
elty ? Cattst thou saye him firom the 
^* ignominious death to whieh thj perse- 
^^ euting spirit has brought him ? Caust 
'^ thou reeall to life the heart-broken £1- 
'' vira ? When, bj a single word^ thou 
*' eouldst haye withdrawn the slow eon- 
^^ suming poison of grief firom her heart^ 
'^ didst thou not deligbt to behold her 
^^ agonies^ and^ bj barbarous taunts^ to sink 
" her deeper in despair ? Wbat is eyen 
'^ murder to this ? The stiletto of the as- 
^ ^^ asssin gi ves but a momentar j and eorpo- 
^^ real pang, but thou hast loyed to torture 
'^ bj the j^ar — — ." 

Henriquez eould distinguish no more ; 
the Toiee of Ursula^ hoar&e with furjj pre- 
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dominated over that of the last speaker ; 
aiid for ^ome moments the uproar was so 
great, thiit Villasantelle attributed to the 
bHbes of theCountess a maryellous power, 
sihee they eould render the keeper of the 
prison deaf to it. 

* In a short time, howeyer^ the eontest 
eeiaKed^ and Henriquez heard the Gountess 
say in a sdllkened tone, '^ llaye jou not se- 
^^ eured the niomentous pardon ?'' 

'^ I haye ! 'Twas amongst his papers 
in the hox ; whieh 'I conveyed from the 
earriage to the wood-side/' 

•* Thin give it," eried thie Gountess ; 
^' Give it tome quickly !*' 

She seemed io have obtained her ^ish^ 
for9 in a voice of exulting transpdrt, she 
added^ ^' Now Miranda, where is thy fan- 
'• eied seeurity ? Thou shalt not' eseape 
*' me ! I will yet see thy shattered bones 
•' blanehing in ihe sun-beam where my 
'Moverfell!'' 

Yillasantelle next heard the fastcnings 
of the dungeon removed^ for the Gountess's 
departure^ and despairing of knowing more^ 
he returned to his own ehamber. As he 
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stood at the wia4ow, rmniwlipg 09 ^l^ll 
be ^ad OYerheard^ and p^ir4»c$riMrly «A HIm 
last ^eeeh Qf UrsuUi h? siNW^lw. «eeem^^ 
panied by tbe g^}^r.{^s tbe/^uiter g^ 
of tbe prison : ttie latiter ^nw^di«tf ljr t0^ 
turoed^ but sTte was seeo no mere. 

It was npt till n^ nooo^ thfit Hen- 
)riqH^ was sunwpned ta.the.eauripl* jm9 
tipe^ b«t wheq he w^^^ wl|»t.wnM bis asto^ 
nishment o^ ep^^riog itf t^ behold it v$pjr 
mueh erotided indeed^ but not a sii^igle per* 
iidn th^ whQm he had expe<$t^d jto lNtt«iid. 

The person whp iQ^tec(4 of (?o«Mt.AU 
toni fi)led |he jm4gmeilt f^^ wii# « man 
of austere aspeet andtb^^b^y. ^e^e^our^ 
no tr ait of mer^ey pr bepeyolenee adprned 
t)ie e^pre^sion of k\$ d9,r^. an4 yng^^^om 
eoiintwaiie^^ n/^r 4id. any beap» of uoiier^ 
standjng or latelligiepee i^ii^ from bis 
seowliipg and sunken e^e, to n^^he ani^nds 
for its deficiencj.pf every g^ntle 9Sectifin. 

In Tain did Henriquez gaze upon the 
surrounding eroud^ if possib^e. to discover 
the bienign eountenanee of the ]V^ai:qf)|f de 
Gambusea ; he was not there : ai^^ thow 
who were^ seemed oeeupied more witJk 



gMtM^ng iheir eiirioiity, (tm th^ hear- 
say rep4rts'i>f ih^it beighbours tba^ from 
tiitimiiMg, to tiM pM^teiings of the eourt. 
^5 fite MiuBt edrtaiuly die ! " said one. 
i ^ It' ji ftaid tbA'e was a iiiistake in the 
^^perikni<of the ma<k/' ^aid another. 

'^' The holy yirgitt defend usfl*om the 
•' wJm% of mtirder !" exdaiined a troinan, 

■ 

triieiliMtly erossing herself, as she whis- 
|pcred ttii ave Marie ! 

He&riqueas, in the mean time^ attended 
Iky his guards^ drew near the tribunal» and 
Uok bis stand in the plaee appointed for 
atraigned eriminals* 

His air was steady ; his eountenanee 
sarette; and) disappointed though he felt 
him]9elf^ nb sueh sentiment seemed to im- 

press his feature8. 

In a few moments, hc was eharged by 
the name and title of Alphonso Gount Mi- 
randa, to plead guilty or not, of the erime 

of rtiu'rder. 

Without hesitation, he pleaded " not 
guilty ;" arid the Judge was about to sum- 
moil the witnesses to prove the fact^ when 
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« 

Henriques requested to be heard. Oa Idi 
prayer beiog granted, he said firailj;:'! 

'' My Lordj it is unfit^ that a imkkieiy. 
'^ be made of the saered proeeedii^ of this 
^^ eourt ; and though you should^ on the 
" elearest eTidenee^ convict Alphonso Goimt 
^' Miranda of murder^ know that Justice 
'^ would be as far as oTer firom the eom*' 
^' pletion of her sentenee : and were jou 
io execute him jou would eondemn^ yoa 
would yourself be stained with innoeent 
'' blood. I am not the Count Miranda ! 
'^ Iiet aay person who has ever seeb that 
'^ unfortunate nobleman approaeh^ and wi^ 
" swer whether I am he ! " 

The witnesses now» with one T^iee^ 
deelaredy tbat the prisoner in no respeet 
resembled him whom they were to give 
evidence against. 

'^'Who then are you?" enquired the 
Judge of the prisoner. 

^ I am ealled Henriquez d^ Yillasanr 
''telle/' 

'' What is your eountry ?" 

*' Spain. SeviIIe was my birth plaee* 
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*' Did you not at ohe time answer to 
" tne name oi Alphonso Gount Miranda?" 
said the Judge. 

"Idid.*- 

" What was your motiye for so doing?" 
'•' •* ii'riendship r replied Tillasantelle 
ealmiy. ' * . ' 

'^ Did you Dot then know that he was 

« 

'' a murderer?" 

^^ I did not ; nor I do not how. I 
^ knew him to be perseeuted: I saw him 
'* aetuated'by the very soul of honor ; and 
'* I belieyed— and I still belieye him in- 
''noeent!" 

^* Know you not that he was guilty of 
'Mhe death of Baron ^?" 

" That he eaused the death of that 
^ nobleman I know ; not that he was guilty 
''ofit/' 

** You make niee distinettons^ young 
''';Signor,'*returned the Judge frowning, 

'' Only those whieh eustom authorises^ 
^ and of whieh the laws set us the example. 
'^ There is only this diATereuee. The dis- 
y tinetion^ of the law are ealeulated io 

% 3 
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'* iayot the guilty : mine ip set ionoeenee 
" in its true light ." 

** Beware^ young man^ how jou enter 
'^ upon eontroTersy !" said the Judge in a 
stern voice. 

y illasantelle saw at onee all ^he sub- 
tlety of an inquisitort in this apparent cau« 
tion, and smiled eontemptuously^ but re- 
mained silent as long as it was possible, 
answering only in monosylables to tbe yari- 
ous artful questions put to him by the 
Judgej in order to entangle him by hia 
words. 

The Administ rator of J ustiee at length 
demanded, whether he was unacquainted 
with the rules of the Ghureh, whieh ex-i 
eommunieated all sueh persons as should 
shield or eoneeal a murderer. 

'' I have never heard of sueh a law :" 
replied Henriquez^ *' though I bave of 
^* one that ealls on murderers to take sane^ 
^' tuary in the very bosom of the churchj 
'' and there defends them from the power of, 
'^ offended justice and outraged humanity.'' 

This answer seemed favourable to the, 
designs of tbe Judge, but Henriquez was 



too eautious to faU into the snare prepared 
fer-hijcn ; -^hough froni his knowledg^ of thp 
deei^^to entra)i. him he eould yenture t^ 
plaj in safety round the yery brink of danger. 

Weary at lengtb^ with his vain eSbrts 
to betray the de^tined yietim, the Judge 
eave over,the attempt, and reeurring to 
his haviDg asi;umed the name of Miranda, 
and his avowed motiyes for doing so, de*^ 
manded if he knew where the Count was ? 
, Henriquez without hesitation replied 
in the affirmativej disdainingeyen to take ad^ 
yantage of his iineertainty as to the imm^« 
diate spot where Miranda might be foundj 
to deelare what he ^steemed afaIsehood. 

The proeess oiju8tice was in this ease 

just as usuaU The prisoper was eommand*^ 

ed to dedare the hiding plaee of his friendj 

and> on his re^iisal, was eondemned to the 

torture^ to induee him to confess. 

But, before thi^ horribie sentenee eould 
be put ittto executii)n^ a loud ery was hear^ 

' ' ' * * 

in a distant part of the hall, whieh^ by the 
confusion it produeed^ for some minutes, 
impeded the operation of stripping Hen«. 
Tiquez> to bind ^im onthe machine« 
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Tbe cr6ud no^ snddenly with one atl 
eord fell baek on eaeh side, and Coi^nf HK* 
randa, (his eonntenanee ttushed ^iiti the 
emotions of hfs mind) rushed forwardsi 
In his right hand he held aloft a long poni- 
ard) with the terror of M^hieh he had dpened 
himself a passage amongst ihe eroud ; and 
in his left was se^ a parehment» to whieh 
bung the well-known seal of papal aufho« 
ritj; his raonk's habit torn in maoy plaeet 
and the fragments trailing bn the ground^ 
^eareely serred to eoyer hid la)*gebut meagre 
person ; his eyes Aashed with even more 
than their usual fire and spirit ; but to the 
astonishment of all preselit, they were in 
an instant suffuked wrth tears, and throw- 
ing himself on th^ neek of Henriquez, his 
agitation oYerpowered hita, and he sobbed 
like an infant. 

This seene, (hough uniTersally inte- 
resting, seemed uriintelligible to all except 
the Marquis de Cambu8ca» who having 
folIowed Mirahda into the eourt, eontem- 
plated it with sympathy and evident plea- 
sure : when Miranda had a little recovered 
him8elf; the Mar^uis also embraeed Hea- 
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riqaez ; «id then, turniiig ta the Judge/ 
demaoded to be beard. 

, '^ It is^ I helteye^ wdl knowa to eTery 
person in Naples^ excepting the Seinbr de 
'' yillAsanteUe/' the Marquis began, '« that 
'/ last . iugbtj . between the bours of eight 
^ find nine^ about half a league froin thi? 
'^ eiiy, on the rottd to Rome, the Gount 
'^ Altoni was assaulted by ruffiansy and re^ 
eeiyed a W0und, whieb;, though not dau'^ 
gerou^s was yery near being fatal. 
, ^^ Tbe exces8ive perturbation of the 
*' assassin ren^ered his blow uneertain; but 
'^ tbe Gount fell from tbe door of tbe ear- 
^' riage. whieb had been burst ppen, and 
^' was for some. moments stunned. It must 
^' have beelQ/during this interyal tbat a box 
'^ of pap^$ was. takea..from the earriage^ 
'^ and rummaged by tOkie of tbe ruffians^ 
'' who tpok from th$tiee the pardon. of 
** Gount Miranda^ whitU AUopi had only 
'* tbat evening proeured from tbb person 
^^ who bad brougbt it from Rome« 

'* As soon as tbe €ount Altoni reeo* 
'^ vered his senses^ he sent bis seryants in 
'^ pursuit of tbe assassio^ whom thej easily 
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^' eame up%it1i» and wbo pr4Ved to h6 D&ti 
'^ Lopez de GrijalTa, a yotMtt^ geatkfttiat^ 
^^ whom same tlne ainee l koew a eredit 
'MoUsfadMly/ 

•^ HaTiiig been tiifMbied |fefit^da;f bjr 
?.€built Miranda of tbe «io^ulir iAiprmm- 
'' nteot 6f my fi^latite 'Dm Heori^uisii, I 
?^ "ireiyt to the kee^er 6f tbe' pf iibii to ^ inter- 
1' cdde{for8onieindu%eiieesf4rhi&i)tboHgh 
^' I'was Dot permitted to «#6 hifti« 

I sueeeeded, a«id itijr^riiAitudfe pleas- 
^d the gaoler ; but late ^t ttigkt I waa 
mueh surprised to reeeiye a ttiesiia^ from 
** himy importing a desire to see me imme-* 
^' diately. When I Went to bim b6 teld 
" me that be had had a visit froAi Urrala 
^' edlini^ Countess Miratidsl, WbO wai# ex- 
tremely urgent fM a few iniiiuteil £dn- 
ver8ation with the Msasiin Don Lopez^ 
^' who was Iddged in one df the dungeons ; 
'' and atktA my adtiee whethei^r' not he 
*' sho^ld eonsent to it^ M be boped lA^om 
'^theoee some eltieidatio^ of tbe nmtites 
^' tbat i»diiced ffae attempttommrder Count 
''Attonu 
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^^ I eouDS^Ued hirp to grs^fy the lady^ 
" at the same time told him, that at tbe 
hour appouited iot th^ coDfereneei I 
wotild briog a notary io take down every 
thMg tbjat was sai^i whieh by GoneealiDg 
^' our8elve$ in the dungeoa p^dj]oipiiig ibat 
'* of Don Lopez eould ^Mily b^ doiie^ i 

y Half: ap hour: befcirj9 4ay<»break^ I 
'^ «ook ^ ^^ti^^ wil^.the. o^tiMry, apd 
'^ Urswla ii¥a# a^mitte^ bji(|)e gaoleri to 
'^ bier fnen4y 

^^Srmi tlie GoiiT€$Htiqn tibiAt enaued^ 
'* the motiye of the intended Q(i«r^er was 
plainly discaverf^., , Uraula kiieif the 
Gount A,ltoni to be^tb^ unele of Miraiida» 
ao4 tbat 80 )ong as he livie4 sb^ had no 
phaiMre Qf regainiog pouesB^on '9f the jol4 
'' Caiiqf 8 fortune, an4 she tbefefpre by 
f;he, f(|Oft dii^bolieal arts ins^iigateil Don 
Lop^9 who has long been a faYore4 
'' \oytf^ tp murder him on that very even- 
'^ ing fi)s^\ 8he Hn^w h^ wrat to meet thi^ 
'* fri^n4» who Md.proeured I^m the par^pp 
"of,bi? meph|8v; whieh impprUntpi^per 
'' she aUo desiredio have inher.powesqic|i) 
'^ to destroy. • 
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^ Don Lopez had it eoneealed about 
his person in the dungeon, and she hay- 
ing taken H froni hini^ left the plaee : 
but before slie had got ten paees froni 
the prison^ she was seized hj persons 
^' whom I had set to wateh ^or^ and lake 
"^' her into eustody* . 

*' She is iiow elose confined in the 
^ prison from whenee Don Henri^ue^ has 
^ just been brought ; and the Connt Mi- 
^ randa holds in his hand the fall and entire 
^ pardon of his Holiness, for slaying the 
•« late Baron ■ 

The businesi of all parties was now 
very soon eoneluded'; and Yihasantelle, 
aeeompanied by Miranda, whose emotions 
werd by this time niueh subsided, and the 
Marquis repaired td the palaee ofthelatter. 
When they entered the salodn of the 
Gi^mbusea residenee, a group the most in- 
•terestitig imaginable presented itself. On 
a sopha, near one of the windows» the 
€bunf Altom, pale from the effects of his 
wound, reelin^d, supported by Yietoria, 
and surrounded by the Marehioness, Leo- 
nora Stafford, and bis beautiful Isabeh 
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Julia instantly flew into the arms of 
her brotber ; and Miranda, in the tender 
Hnexpected embraee of his Leonora, found 
all his suAerings requited. But all the 
transport of meeting was not confined to 
these four persons : it was perfectl j gene- 
ral^ and no person enjoyed it more than the 
Marquis. Yietoria hung on her eousin^ 
whom she had so long eonsidered as a bro- 
ther^ then embraeed Leonora^ and a thou- 
sand times eongratulated both ; till her 
father^ eharmed bj her sensibility^ again 
drew her towards him^ to bestow on her 
the most rapturous earesses. 

As soon as the Marehioness permitted 
Henriquez to notiee anyother person^Sta^- 
ford adyaneedto him leading Isabel, whom 
with exulting fondness^ he presented to him. 

The reeent misearriage of the Senora 
Stafford had restored to her shape all its 
beautiful symmetry, and given a delieate 
languor to her eountenanee whieh enereased 
ail its fascinations : and as Henriquez sa- 
luted her^ the restraint yisible in his man • 
ner was a happy eontrast to the ease of 
her's. She blushed it is true, but it wai 
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the glow of triumph at obser^iBg the power 
she still retained) as she thought^ OYer ihe 
heart of YiUasantelle. Stafford» who was 
gazing On her with the most inipassioned 
fondness, obseryed the augmehtation of het 
beauty from the su^usiony and though hia 
boBom swelled with triumph at the effeet 
of her eharms, he seemed to fear it would 
be too great for his friend's fidelity to him» 
and gently drew her to some distanee. ^ 

Henriquez was now introdueed to the 
Gount Altoni^ and had ieisure to eongra* 
tulate Leonora on the safety of her hus- 
band ; but to Yietoria he did not yet ven* 
ture to speak, though his respectful bow 
had been notieed and returned hy her. 

It was not long^ however» befojre he 
found an opportunity of addressing her^ 
and unheard by any other person^ making a 
hesitating apology for his eonduet at their 
last meeting, and the most ferYent proraise 
of under-rating respeet in future. 

*^ For your behaYiour hear Salamanea^ 
'* Signor,'* said she with dignity, '^ no ex- 
*' euses are neeessary : it is only those 
^' whom we regard, whose offence8 against 
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'^ tifi we Aod it difficult to forgive t Your 
*^ protestati<m8 of respeet^ in future, are 
^ equall7 needless. 

^^ I am well aware that it is only when 
^* innoeeaee is in an obseure and unpro- 
'^ teeted situation^ that it is at all subjeot 
" to insult/* 

The eoldness of her manner i;? hilst she 
iittered sueh eutting reproof9^ distraeted 
Henriquez a thousand times more than her 
anger eould have done : 

•* Ah Yietoria !" exclaimed he, " it is 
*' then only beeause you dispise^ that you 
'^ do ttot hate me : but my faults desetve 
** punishment ; and I will gladly submit to 
'^ any you ean inflict, if, after you have 
'' ehastised me, you will permit this sweet 
'^ mediatrix to plead for me/' 

Saying this he drew from his bosom 
the portrait of her mother, whieh he had 
purehased from his guard,the day on whieh 
she thought it had been lost^ and held it 
towards her. 

She attempted to take it ; but he drew 
it baek. 
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<<yictoria!" said he» ^' doen not its 
'' restoration demand a reward ? Can you 
** behold that sweet and saint-like eoun- 
'* tenanee, and not praotise those braeyo- 
lent lessons she implanted in your mind ?"' 

^^ What do you demand as the priee 
of its.restoration to me?" enquired Yie* 
toria^ half smiling. 

*' A pledge of future amity," he rc« 
plied. ^' Yietoria^ I ask only, tbat you 
^^ should willingly giye me your hand/' 

The Signora hesitated a moment, and 
then with a smile that enehanted Hen- 
riquez^ extended it, whieh he pressed re- 
peatedly to his lips^ Yowing eternal lore 
and eonstaney. 

" Hold, Signorr* said Yietoria; " I 
•* have given you the pledge of peaee, 
^^ but not of partiality I Remember. that 
'< I eease to be your ^riendy the moment 
^^ f/ou appear in any other eharaeter/' 

" Gruel Yietoria ! Do you then for- 
'* bid rae to love you ?" 

** Love, Signor^ eannot esist, where 
** disrespeet has ever entered^ or resent* 
*' ment burned/* 
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^' Ahj Ineredulous !'' he eielaimed^ 
plaeing the white hand of yietoria upou 
his heart, '^ Do those throbbings speak a 
^' iale of indiATerenee?" 

Yietoria grayely withdrew her hand^' 
whieh trembled as he held it, and blushing 
deeply, turoed from him without speaking^ 
and advanced to I»abel^ who, with Leonora^ 
wa» standing in a distant window. This 
was a neighbourhood - into whieh he did 

• 

not ehuse to follow her ; ; and he remained 
where she left him» ^ontemplating the ya-< 
Tious. eharms of the loyely trio of females» 

^* In despite of his adoration of Yie* 
tdria^ yillasantelle eould not^ eyen to him- 
seie deny that the Senora Stafford must 
bear away the palm of beauty ; sinee with 
more regular ieatures, their eipression was 
more yariousi and equallj faseinatiDg with 
that of her two eompetitors. - But in the 
soft blushes that mantled on the fine formed 
eheeks of yietoria, wheneyer her eyes were 
direeted towards him, he beheld the en» 
ebanting glow of ingenuous modesty» and 
he eould haye knelt and worshipped her 
as.8omething aboye mortality. 

2a 3 
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Notwitbstanding the eoldnes» Mrith 
whieh Yietoria eontinued to treat Hen* 
riquez^ during seyeral weeks that they now 
spent under the same rooi^ he would have 
found himseir happy in eontemplating the 
felicity of his friends ; had not the eonduet 
of IsabeU when she Gould for a moment 
eseape from the watchful idolatry of her 
husband^ giyen him the greatest uneasiness. 

Not unfrequently, when she found Hen- 
riquez alone, (whieh she seemed to wateh 
for opportunities of doing) she would speak 
of the time they spent together at Seyille^ 
in a strain whieh proyed she thought him 
too unmindful of the priyileges she had 
there allowed him ; and plainly gaye him 
to understand, that they had been suspended 
longer than was netessary. 

" Isabel !*' said he to her one day, " I 
^' entreat you no more to mention a period 
'' whieh I esteem as the most guilty of roy 
'^ life« Tbere was a time when my senses 
*' were enslayed by your eharms, but my 
'^ heart or my uuderstanding neyer paid 
'' you homage. Great God ! had I theni 
*' eoneeiyed that your eonneetioa witb Staf- 
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^' ford wouM eyer haye tlie sanetlon of the 
'^ ehureh . 

** Isabel>'' he added in a tone of lef s 
agitation^ ^^ you are bow endowed with the 
'' saered rights of a wife ! The honor of 
'^ an amiable man^ ( to whose heart you are 
the most preeious of all earth)j things) 
is now in your keepii^ ! Guard it> Isa« 
bel, as the most holy treasure^ and Ibrget 
'^ all that ever past between us !" 

The wprds of Yillasantelle had thdr 
usual effect on Isaber : she appeared mueh : 
affe€ted) and in an agitated Yoiee said : 

No> Henriquez ! I will if possiUe 
keep in mind jour reproofs^ whieh have 
*' more than onee reviTed the ashes of my 
'' lost virtuef I will if possiUe be eyery 
*' thing you would have me l" 

At this momeht Stafford entered the 
room; and Hejiriquez had a conviiicing 
proof how little the eontrite «notions of 
Isabel were to be relied on foi^ sinending 
her future eonduet. 

Stafford observed the tear that had 
started from her eye ;>and wiping it off her 
eheek^en^uired tenderly what had eausedit. 
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** Your friend/' gaid »hc, *' has heen 
^^ irelating the mournful history of my be- 
^^ ioyed Leonora." Saying this she quitted 
the room. 

^ Ah, Yillasantelle !" exclaimed Staf- 
ford^ ^ am I not blessed in the possession 
*' of sueh an angel ? 

^ With beauty sueh as her's, how sel* 
'^ dom do we find a soul so tender^ so true 
^' to eyery amiable sensibility ! " 

Though^ uneonseious of intentional 
offence towards his friend^ those words 
seemed to strike like a dagger to the heart 
of Henriquez ; and he would haye giyen 
lyorlds to blot the guilty page of his late 
Tisit to Seyille from the annals of time» He 
eould not eberish the most distant hope of 
the refdrmation of Isabel^ and he might 
perhaps haye rejoiced at the blindness of 
his friend> had he riot dreaded the seyerity 
of the shoek^ sbould he eyer discover her 
Irregularities» 

True^ she might in the estimation of 
most people hsiye had the excuse of retal* 
liation in the eonduet of Stafford^ who was 
ineessantly sedueed into temporary infide* 
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Itty by evcry fkir forni he beheld. The 
beauty of his wife was still the object of 
hift most passionate admiration ; but his 
fickle nature refused to be confined within 
the bounds that seemed imposed by duty. 
Thus is the Iove of forbidden pleasures so^ 
deeply implanted in the heart of man^ that 
not only tbe most yirtuousbut the most beau« 
tiAil wif6 is negleeted for a wanton^ wbose 
only eharmis io be found in the Iibertinelife 
that ought to render her detestable. 

Henriquea had been for some time inr 
the habit of Ieavtng the Gambusea palaee 
2n an eveningi whene^er he saw Yietoria 
aToided his conversation^ and wandering, 
as had been his former eustom^ on foot, 
through the environs of Naples : sometimes 
entering the ehurehes during the vesper- 
8ervice, to whieh he was partieularly par* 
tial^ and not unfrequently biriDg the boats 
of the Iazzaroni^ and nearly erossing the 
passage leading to the island of Gaprea ; 
or walking along the shores of the Bay^ 
watehing the numerous groups of daneers 
that at the elosing hour of day assemble 
on tbe beaeb* 
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One eyening in partieular that he had 
been extreinely urgent with Yietoria to 
allow him an opportunity of laying open 
his heart before her, and that she had^ 
with some little impatienee in her manner/ 
pleaded the neeessity of her going on that 
eyening (whieh was the yigil of a saint) 
to confession : disappointed and irritated 
by her perseyering indiATerenee^ he quitted 
his home, and wandered along a high nar« 
row path whieh skirted the side of one of 
ihose mountains that form the boundary 
of the Bay of Naples. 

The OTening, though it was near iho 
elose of autumn, was beautifully serenei 
and the eool freshness of the air from the 
sea was a happy relief from the sultry beat 
of the day» whieh had been upusual eTen 
m that southern dimate. The setting sun 
thone brightly on the surrounding head* 
lands^ and on the Bay whieh was eoyered 
with fishing boats ; while in the perspee- 
tiye of boundless oeean^ a bapk of darkisb 
Tapour» the eommon forerunner of high 
winds^ seemed rapidly rising^ like an im* 
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mtnse distant eontinent^ stretehing itself 
entirely aeross the harbour. 

The path whieh Henrique2 had ehosen 
was in an aseending direetion^ and though 
eztremeljr nigged^ and in many plaees al« 
most ehoaked up by ihe masses of stone 
that had rolled down from the mountain^ 
did not diseourage him from proeeeding 
to a eonsiderable distanee from the citj» 
Near an abrupt angle of the patb, Hen- 
riquez at length obsenred one of those 
rustie monuments of religion, surmounted 
with a eross of eonsiderable dimensionst 
whieh in most parts of Italj are coramoaj 
to mark the immediate spot that has been 
stained with murder : and as some few of 
them bear inseriptions^ he advanced to ex- 
amine if this was so distinguished. On 
eoming nearer, he observed a man wrapped 
in a long eloak^ evidentlj ealeulated for a 
disguise^ leaning against the stones that 
supported the eross^ and^ as he approaehed^ 
heard him sigh more than onee^ his eyes 
were bent on the ground^ and he did not 
seem to perceive Henriquez till he was al* 
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most elose to him. He theo started, as if 
m alarm, and retared behind a projection 
of the roek whieh eoneealed the path that 
wound round it's foot. 

« 

yillasantelle took the plaee whieh the 
stranger had oeeupied, and found that it 
oommanded the most yarious and beautiful 
prospeet imaginable ; but reeolleeting the 
abstraeted air of the straoger» '' H-ow duU'* 
said he ^o huBsel^, '^ or how sadly occu« 
^' pied must that niind be, whieh eould 
^' resist'the fascination of a seene Uke this/' 

A noise^ apparently oeeasioned by the 
rolKng of a stone down the oliff that de« 
seended nearlj perpendioulariy to the sea^ 
made Henriquez look round to see what 
bad remoyed it from it's former situation ; 
but he eould diseoyer no persoa whose un« 
wary tread eould have oeeasioned it's roIU 
ing: he eontinued looking towards the 
angle clf tbe path for some moments^ and 
as he did so^ he observed a man to stea 
oautiously from bdiind the projecting roek^ 
and having looked round^ hc again dis* 
appeared. It was the person whom he 
had disturbed in his musings : but Hen« 
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riquez eonld not aeeount for the appetr* 
Mce of watehing him. Determined, how* 
ever^ if possible to asoertain his moti^ he 
passed round the roek after him. He thea 
fbund ihat the path Miidened suddenly, de*- 
seending graduall^ to a eluster of eottagu 
near the beaeh, but unshaded even bj a 
single tree^ tiU it reaehed the Tillage. The 
stranger was walking slowly down, seem^ 
iogly absorbed in meditatioa. IIenriques 
quickened his paee, and ia a few raoments 
passed him : in doing so, he had eai^lit a 
glimpse of his feature8|, and recegnized 
those of Don LQpez de Gri^aWa^ who it 
was thought had left Naples immediately 
on his li^ration from prison. 

y illasantelle involuntariIy shuddored ; 
and he was not sorry that Don Lopea^ ia 
evident eon^usion, muABied up his face ia 
his eloak. Fotr several paees Henriquez 
proeeeded witiiout looking baek, but whea 
he did so, he perceived Don Lopez9 with 
hasty steps^ retreading the path towards 
Naples^ 

As he was now beeome an object of 
euriosity to his young Gountrynuuiy Henr 
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4rique2 almost as hastily foilow6d^ aad kept 
Idai ia view^ tillt oa eatering the eity, the 
nuniber of the streets perplex;ed his pur- 

,tuit> and he lost him» 

Sueh speed had Henriquez made, that 
the eyepiDg had not yet entirely elosed iti^ 
though the bright rays of the moon, whieh 
was nearly ^uU^ already illominated every 

.part of the eity through whieh he was 

.obliged to pass in his way hon)eWards. As 
he was slowly proeeeding along ihe Sti;ada 
del R^^ he was not a little sueprised to see 
an elegant loeking |emale eross just befo^e 
hira^ and go down a narrow street whieh 
led to th6 right; but the chief eause of 
his astonishment was, the conviction that 
the lady was no other than Yietoria. 

Reeolleeting her deelared intention of 

. going to confe88ion (though he thought it 
extraordinary that the daughter^ or as she 
was ealled the nieee of Gount Altoni, should 
be on foot in the streets ) he eoneluded she 
was returning home from the eorapletion 
of her pious work^ and immediately fol- 

^ lowed, though his pride would not permit 
him to attempt oyertaking her« 

2b 2 
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He pursued her at a eautious distanee 
through many iutrieate mndings, whieh he 
knew lay in a eontrary direetion from the 
Camhu8ca palaee^ and at Iragth ohserved 
her to siop at an ohseure house in the fiub« 
urhs of the eity. ConTinced firom it's ap» 
pearanee that Yietoria eould only be hent 
on a visit of eharity^ as soon as she entered 
he drewnear toa easement on the groued^ 
Aoor^ the lattiee of whieh being- a little 
epeD, shewed a ^aint light in the room. 

Henri^|^iez looked through the open-* 
Hig, and beheld Don Lopez de Grijal?ai in 
an attitude of attentien^ standing near tbe 
door of the room. Tbe lamp from*which 
tbe ligbt proeeeded was ^astened to tbe 
wall^ and east but a faint ray tbrougb the 
eliamber, but enougb to diseo^er a* small 
table witb fruit, and two Aasks of wine 
standing near a eoueh at tbe fartbest end 
of it, 

Bewildered with conjecture> Henriquez 
was motionless for some minutes ; but what 
were his sensations wben he saw tbe door 
8oftly open, and Yietoria, tbe lovely, the 
fondIy adoi^ed Yietoria, rush. into the arms 
of Don Lopez«^ - 
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Overwhelmed with astonishment and 
grief , Henr iquez leaned hisbeadagainstthe 
v^indow*frarae^ and^ shuddering convul« 
sively, elosed his eyes to shut out the hate- 
ful sight: again^ however^ he eorapelled 
faims€lf to look^ and saw her led towards 
the table by Don Lopez. Pain wbuld 
Yillasantelle have believed that he was 
mistaken in the persoiT of the lady ; but it 
was impossible: her height and air, to- 
gether with the eloak whieh she eonstantly 
wore, convinced him^ that tbe eold insen- 
sible Yietoria was only eold to him; only 
insensible to the ardor of hls passion. 

'' Oh woman ! woman !" he exclaimed 

in an inartieulate voice ; and rushing from 

the plaee^ wandered for some hours about 

ihe city> in a state almost amoiinting to 

, distraetion. 

At length, howeyer, he returned to the 
palaee of the Marquis GambusGa ; and, 
«voiding the saloon, went to the dressing*. 
Toom of his sister, whieh was now gene- 
rally unoeeupied at the same houri 

On entering^ he found Julia seated at 
work, and beside her ^ he beheld the false 

3b3 
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Yietoria praetising upon the harp^ an iir- 
strument whieh she had not long learned 
to play upon. Nothing eould exceed the 
graceful air of her person^ or the artless 
sweetness of her eountenanee during her 
present oeeupation^ and Henriquez almost 
eonderoned himsel^ for admitting a doubt 
of her purity^ tiU he beheld at onee a re« 
membraneer and a witnesS' of her disgraee 
in her eloak whieh she had hung earelessly 
aeross a ehair. Seareely knowing what he 
did, he took it up : the long Persian hood 
or veil attaehed to it, and the gold em- 
broidery that eneireled its edges, were alter- 
nately the objects of his fixed attention^ 
, aad eaeh were daroning proofs of the idea- 
titj of Victoria. He sighed deepl j ; and 
dropping the mantle on the floor, hasteaed 
out of the room. 

His excessiire perturbation was notieed 
by his sister, who foIlowed^ and oyertoek 
. hira just as he had reaehed his own apart- 
ment. In turning to shut the door, he 
perceived her, and enquired if she had aajr 
business with him ? 
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" None^ my dear Henriqucz : but I fear 
^^ you are unwell ! You look disturbed/^ 

^^ Do I ?*' was his almost uneonseious 
reply. 

^' Indeed you do, my beloyed brother. 
*' Why did you Ieave us so abruptly ?" 

*' I know not," he answered ; ^' I am 
" strangely affected by musie." 

'' You are not usually so," remarked 
his sister. 

'*^ Perhaps not ; but — — *' he 
hesitated. 

^' Yietoria is not always the musieian. 
Ah, my brother ! " 

No. — Perhaps. — Yes." said Hen- 
riquez ; his agitation inereasing every mo- 
ment. Ju1ia took his hand : She looked 
in his face with an expression of pity in 
her soft features^ that almost oyereame him. 
Why," said she tenderly, '^ do the 
eharms and aeeomplishments of Y ietoria 
give birth to emotions evidently so pain- 
ful ? You love her, my Henriquez, and 
*' happiness is within your grasp ; though^ 
^' like a wayward ehild, you fly from that 
for wbieh^ notwithstanding, you pine," 
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yillasantelle gMed inourafu11y on bis 
sister, i^ho added, '' Yietoria, I am ifell 
'^ con\itieed^ loves you," 

^' What is it you say, Julia?— -Alas, 
•' DO ! Assure yourseir to tbe eontrary.— 
'* Yietoria regard».not me !** 

Tbe emphasis that he plaeed on tbe 
last word surprised tbe Marebioness. 

'' What is it ;/o» would say?" she 
enquired in evident oonsternation* ^ You 
^' eanuot thiuk she fa?ors anotber ?'' 

'^ Julia^ question me no more : my 
^' mind is indeed disturbed V* 

*' But froni what eause ; ray Hen- 
^* riquez ?'' said the gentle Marebioness, 
mueh affected by the suddm distraetion of 
bis manner^ and tbe tremulous tone of bis 
Yoiee. 

'^ Tell me^ ^ulia»'' retumed Yillasan. 
telle polemnly^ tbougb to all appearanee 
seareely sensible of what he was saytng, '^ is 
'^ it barsbness to eall tbose enquiries petse- 
^' eution^ tbat tend to widen tbe wounds 
'' of a heart still throbbiog with their pain- 
** ful laeerations ; and entirely to oYerturn 
y the reason that struggles to reeoyer it8elf 



^^ after a shoek the most seyere to hmnan 
** hopes ?^' 

The MarehionesB burst intb tea»: 
This appeal from the eruelty of her own 
well-meant solieitude was^ more than her 
sensibility eould bear^ and she retired^ sob* 
bing^ along the gallery. Henriquez was 
moved ; he followed> and taking her hand^ 
drew her to his bosom^ where he held her 
some minutes in a tender embraee; then» 
without pronouneing a word^ hurried baek 
to his. ehamber, whiLst Julia repaired to 
that she had left» 

To her great satis&etion, Yietoria was 
no longer there^ having deseended to the 
saloon during her absenee. The Marehio-* 
ness loved the Signora Altoni, ( as she was 
now ealled ) and a few minutes before would 
have reposed ia her the most unbounded 
GonAdenee : but Julia idolized her hto^ 
ther ;^ she had seen him a prey to misery, 
of whieh she was well. Gonyineed Yietoria 
was the oause, and she was guilty of a not 
uneommon speeies of injitttiGe ineident to 
sensible minds» to whieh one objeGt is par- 
tieuUrly deai: ; and» wlthout knawiog why^ 
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felt her regard for faer frieiid teBsidarably 
diminished by the eontempiatioBr of her 
brother*! wretdi^Biess. 

After remaining in ber dremti^^rootn 
till dke thou^t the traeea of tears had dis^ 
appeared from her eountenaseet the Mar* 
ehioness went to tbe «aloon^ where she 
Tonnd the Marqais, Miranda^ Leonora, and 
Siaff9rd together with Y ietoria : Isabel was 
absent ; a eireumstanee whieh she regretted^ 
as the vivacity of her eonyersation was so 
generally attraetiye^ that the Marehioness 
had need to take little eare to entertain her 
guests; nhe, howeyer, eontriyed to ayoid 
Yietorial for the remainder of the evening. 

From tbe time hts sister left him till 
the daWn-ligfat,'Henriqaess spent trayarsing 
fais elmmber in an agony of midd not to 
be deseribed. Instead of endeayonring to 
banish tbe image of Y letoria from bis mind^ 
sinee convinced of her unwortbiness^ he 
ineessantly tormented bimself by reealling 
every triAing eireumstanee whieh had when 
passing aogmented his admiration ; but 
whieh now seemed only to afford proofs of 
the eonsttounate art of her c<mduct» 
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'^Ob^ womm !'' fae eselatnied ; ^' dis* 
sembUDg 8ex ! Ye «re all alike falsc aiid 
deprayed ! Isabel^ I* faive wronged thee ! 
I tkought thou. w'ert siitgle in yiee^ and 
iiij abhorrenee was proporl4oned to that 
^'idea; but I find thotr art only like the 
rest : iuperioiir to them in being aboye 
hypoerisy ! *' 

Henriquez9 in the angntsh of disap- 
pointment^ forgot foff a moment that his 
sister^ the most geoAle and amiable of hu- 
man beings^ was one of a sex he was thus 
deyoting to perdition ; but when he reeol- 
leeted htT ^irtues, he bhished for his wm, 
iDJustice. 

The sun had risen above iin hour^ 
when Yillasantelle^ wearj aod iererishihnn 
tbe effiBCts of his disturbed and sleepless 
nigbt^ wandered into the gardens^ whieh: 
wer e oal j divided Irom those of the adjoin« 
ing palaees by a low fence on either side^ 
attd a high treillage supporting vines, 

On. his Srst entering the gardens, he 
had been surprised by obserying a man^ 
whose air or dress wm not at all like that 
of the persons employed in its eultiyation^ 
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stealiog amedigst the oraoge irees^ and 
seeming to dread obs^yalion, at the same 
time that he was hiaiself on the wateh for 
some purpose, apparently not the most 
honorable. At any other time the «euia- 
osity of Henriques would have kd hira to 
pursue, or at least to wateh this person ; 
but at the moment he regarded him but 
little; nor was it till he saw Yietoria walk- 
ing down the same path where he had 
appeared, that he thought deeply of the 
oeeurrenee. Extraordinary as her late eon^ 
duet bad been^ he had no seruple of aserib- 
ing her early ramble to someimproper mo- 
tiye ; and he was more hurt than surprised 
when^ ;a quarter of aa hour aAerwards^ 
turning an abrupt angle of the path lead- 
ing to the orange groTe^ he beheld her 
talking with the man he had at first ob- 
seryed^ and who proyed to be Don Lopez 
dQGrijalYa. 

y illasantolle was too plroud to avo«d 
tbem ; and eontkiued his paee^ till ootBing 
8uffictently near to digtinguish their words^ 
he heard Yietoria say^ 
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*' Parewell, Signor ! be mindful of 
y0JXT promise^ and be happy.** 

'' Be mindful-— angel of sympathising 
^ 8oftne8s and loyeliyiess !— Gan I forget 






Henriquez eould hear no more of the 
ipeeeh cC Don Lopez ; a's Y ietoria aeeom- 
ipanied iiim io' a small gate near them^ 
wher'e thej separated : the eayalier depart* 
ing, the lady returning to the gardens. 

Yillasantelle was by this time elose to 
iier^ and pereeiying him/ she gave him the 
isaiutatioa of the momiug with more kind^ 
ness in her manner than usual. She ap«* 
peared te be in more than eustomary good 
spirits : the soft smile of saHsfaction illu^ 
-nnoed iier fe«tures^ and if the evidence of 
her [ speaktng eyes might be eredited^ she 
Memed to feel happy in herself^ and to wish 
to share her pleasarable feelings with those 
who were near her, She did not^ there^ 
tote^ as sbe generally did when she met 
Henriquez in her walks^ eotdly salute him 
and pass on; but stopped and asked him 
in a gentle voice^ how long he liad been in 
the gardens ? 

2 c 
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^^ I eame hither^" he rq>liedj suppress- 
ing as well as he eouldhis ^notions^ ^^ soaie 
'^ time before jou did«'' 

" You then sav me «ter the oraii« 
'^ ger y^ Sigoor ? Yet I did not obserre 
^' you^*' said Yietoria. 

'^ That 18 Bot woaderfuI^ Signora;** 
i^etumed Yiliasantelle. '^ My mind was 
^^ unoeeupied^ whilst your's ** 

The pause his hesitation made, Yie^ 
4oria filled up: ^^ Was very far otherwise.** 

She looked innoeently in his face whilst 
4she was speaking^ and saw that his ^s 
were fixed on her with a «teady and almost 
reproving east of expression : she under* 
Btood its meaning and resumed ; 

^' Thra you probably saw the person 
'^ whom thus early I eame to meet?" 

*' Who ? " said Henriquez stemly» and 
with strange abruptness. 

*' Don Lopez de Grijalva/* 
;<^ I should not have espeeted io hear 
^' of a lady'« appointment with the intended 
^' assassin of hfer father* But eustom^ Sig- 
"^ nora,*' eontinued yiUaswtelle^ '' reeon- 
'^ eiies one to any thing." 
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" I do nbt iinder»tand yaa^ Signor." 
** There was a time/^ returned the 
Spaiiiard half niournfulljr, '^ when Yietoria 
was not so. slow of eoniprehebsion : but 
use^ whilst it reeoneiles the mind to guiit 
eheeks the 8uffusion of modesty, that at^ 
first betrayed its eonsetousness/' * 

I>o yoti'meaa your words to apply 
to me, Signor V* demanded Yietoria With* 
dignity. 

You, Signora/* he replied^ '^ are 
'^ the best judge of^ whtther they will bear 
tbe applieation." 

If I am qualified to judge in my 
own eauses Signor^ my deeision is in one 
instanee at least easily formed : Good 
morning» Don Henriquez ; Truth I see 
would ayail nothing with determined 
prejudice.*' 

There was a eontemptuous eoolness in 
tiie manner in whieh Yietoria pronouneed 
those last words^ and in the air of the bow 
she made as preparing to depart^ that stung 
Henriquez tb the soul, beeause it made 
htm appear mean in his own eyes. Sueh 
was the inAuenee Yietoria possessed over 

2 c 2 
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his mind^ tliat he now almost imagined her 
justification possible: buthe had not cou« 
rage snfficient to ayow his sentiments^ lest 
thcj should be proved unjust. In this 
respeet, Henriquez differed something ia 
eharaeter from what he had been a fevr 
nionths before ; but it is not often that the 
mind retains for any length of time that 
genefQUs eandour whieh distinguishes^it at 
first setting out in Iife, 

He now seized the hand of ihe retreat— 
ing Yietoria^ and conjured her to tell hinr 
the meaning pf a eonduet to appearanee^ 
so strange. After the hesitatioo of a mi«^ 
nute^ she said, 

*' While, frora the eandop joi your 
' judgment^ T thought you worthy Qf my 
^ esteem^ I should have been glad^ Signor; 
' to have to thank you for yonr good opi- 
' nion ; it is now amatterofsolittleconse- 
Vquence9 that was not my eonduet subject 
' to yet wider eensures from your animad- 
' yersions on it, I should not takethe tropble 
' of esplaining what I shall now do, 

^' It is some days sinee the Count AI- 
^ toni diseoyered Don Lopez de Gr\jalva 
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" io be, from peeuniary distresses, still a 
'^ resident in Naples : these distresse^ he 
*' employed me to relieve ; and thus you 
'^ may aeeount for our meeting here this 
•* morning.'' 

^^ But is this the iirst time you have 
*"' met?" enquired Villasantelle with an air 
df sternness that seemed mueh to surprise 
Yietoria, though she smiled as she said^ 

'^ You assume I think the tone of an 
^' inquisitor^ Signor ! This is not the first 
'^ time that I have seen Don Lopez." 

Saying this she disengaged her hand^ 
and hastened from the gardens, leaving 
Henriquez perplexed beyond measure by- 
her explanation. 

Two days now elapsed^ in whieh no< 
thing partieular oeeurred ; but on the even- 
ing of the seeond, StaiTord aeeompanied 
Villasanfelle in his walk, with the iotention 
of going to eontemplate the beautiful view 
whieh Henriquez had discovered from the : 
eross upon the mountain. 

It was late when they were returning ; 
and as they passed the Strada della Ma- 
donna^ where Yillasantelle had three nights - 

2c 3 
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before seen Yietoria, he was not mueb 
surprised to behold her light form again 
tripping aeross the path^ and Yanishing as 
she had done before» The two friends were 
yet at a little distanee from the street dowa 
whieh she went, and Henriquez wouldif pos« 
sible haYe preyented the notiee of Stafford 
by slaekening his paee; but the Englishman 
had eaught a yiew of the fair fiigitive, 
and though ber being known to bim neyer 
entered his eoneeption^ the appearaii.ce of 
mystery in her air seemed to promise an 
adyenture well ealeulated to amuse his en« 
terprising spirit, and he insisted that his 
friend should aeeompany him in his pursuit 
of the inee^ita^ as he gailj termed her. 

Yillasantelle in Yain represented the 
follj and eyen the impertioeoee of follow- 
ing a stranger : ( for he wished to eoneeal 
the frailty of Yietoria ) Stafford seized his 
arm» and^ laughing^ hurried him along the 
lanes and by-streets^ through wbieh the 
object of his euriosity hasteoed with fairj 
lightiiess. 

At length slie arrived at tbe sam.e 
house wbieh HeDriquez bad before seeo 
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lier enter : she went io^ and Stafford, stHi 
hoidiog the arm of his friend^ took post 
with him at the easement, the lattiee of 
wbieh was n(OW entirely open. Again Don 
Lopez^ who wa& the tenant of the lower 
room, was seen^ by both the gentlemen^ to 
embraee his fair yisitor ; but Stafford seemed 
to behold the seene with stronger emotion 
than y illasantelle ; he trembled ; the light 
of the lamp within. the room shewed his 
eountenanee ehange Bwiftly from pale to Ped 
as his passions yaried in their turn ; '' Yet 
^' iteannotbeher !" heexclaimedatlength. 

^^ Would that I eould doubt!" re- 
turned Henri^u8Z with a^sigb at the de- 
teetion of Yietoria, 

Staffoxd gazed for anothen moment^ 
as if his eye-balls would start from their 
soekets with eagerness : then '' By heayens 
M it2.s.my wifer' hc eried, and instantly 
darted through the window into the room^. 

Henriquez in undeseribable eonstepna- 
tion foUowed, but was too late to preyent 
the worst fae dreaded. 

He saw Stafford attempt to draw his 
awordj but in leaping through the window. 



296 TILI.ASAlfTELXE. 

k bad been sbiyored to pieees^ a&d left him 
to tbe merey of tbe more fortaiiate Don 
Lopez^ vrbose toledo lay mpan tbe table : 
be snatebed it up, and baviog djred «t with 
tbe li£e blood of the anfortnnate huriNmd^ 
preeipitately eseaped. 

. Isabel (for sihe indeed it was) attempt- 
ed to ibilow^ but by a vioknt effbrt Staf- 
ferd eaught liold of ber robe and detatned 
her« For some moments they gased oa 
eaeh other^ as Hrariquez 4id on them, ia 
agonized silenee : fear was eyideBtly the pre* 
dominant feeling of Isabel, for she stirug- 
gled to get free ; but Stafford held her with 
a dying grasp^ and all his weak tendemess 
again oyerAowing at his heart» he eried^ 
" Fly noty I coDJure you, Isabel ! — 
'^ Ineur not, in the world's opinion, tbe 
censurefor my fete ! — Stay, Oh, too fond- 
ly beloYed of niy soul ! — Let me expire 
'' in your arms» and I shall be sati8fied 
''todie!" 

Tbe faithlcss woraan seemed nioved by 
the entreaties of her victim to stay with 
him, yet the impression seemed far from 
being deep ; she knelt beside him^ and per- 
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mitied him to rest bi» head on her bMom ; 
but ber air was abstraeted^ and there ap^ 
peared so lUtle of feeliDg in her manner^. 
tbat Heiiriquez^ sboeked beyond measure 
at all that had passed^was going to remove. 
her from his espiring friend ; but the uw^ 
happy maB suddenly thiew his arms rQU|id 
h^r, and breathed his last in embraeing her » 

The ghastly roll of his glassy eyes m 
he suffered tbe last fearful pang> seemed to 
terrify th^ hardened Isabel: she shrieked^ 
and tried to disengage herself ;. but th& 
eorpse had fa]Ien on her garments aa they 
lay upon the erimsoned floor>^ and^ unable toi 
draw them away> horror oyereame her> 
and sbe faioted.. 

Fearful was now the situation orY tlla^-: 
santelle ! Covered with the blood of the 
UDfortunate Staffiord^ aad alene with his 
eorpse and the equaUy insensible Isabel, 
what eould he db. Sbould he eall for assis*- 
tanee^ the most dreadful consequences were 
to be apprehended from the appearanee of 
affair». He had been aeeustomed when he 
walked out to be armed only with a short 
dagger^ whieh is as often worn by the na« 
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tiyes of 8pain 'with a sword, as a mhstitute' 
for oiie : tbe toledo of Don Lopez ( whieh 
bore a erimson proof tbat it was the instra- 
ment of death) lay on the Aoor^ together 
With the hilt of StaSbrd's sword^ tbe fra^^ 
nent» of whieh^ remaiiiing in the seab* 
bard^ were a lulBeient eTidenee that the 
rtoeontre was ndt a fair or hbMrable one. 

' Bot these eireuniitaneei elaimed not^. 
as yeif the notiee of yillasaBtelle ; m en« 
tirely was hi» mi&d eeeiipied by horror and^ 
grief» Isabel he seareely obwrred^ and 
tried no means fbr her reeoYery^ but bend^ 
mg over the eorpse of his friend whieh he 
«ipported in his arms, he was uneonseioui 
almost of where he was^ till the Setiora of 
her8elf reriyed. But the shoek she had 
8uffered was too severe fbr its effects imme* 
diately to go off, and she was restored to 
animalion only tb fall into a yiolent hys- 
terie fit. 

The sereams of Isabel had the effect 
that might be reasonably expectedj and iil 
a few moments drew together as many of 
the neighbours as the room eould hold^ or 
as eould contrive from tbe window to be 
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«peetators of tlie dreadful seene Mrithtn : 
amongst the rest a poliee offi€er found en« 
traaee^ and obflerving the suspieious sitH- 
ation of yiilasantelle, in a few seeonds 
«uminoned seyeral of his eomrades^ with 
^irhose ' assistanee the yoiuig^ Spaniard^ tbe 
bleeding body of 6tafford, and the still 
«hrieking Isab^l were instantly conveyed to 
prison. The eorpse was left in an outer 
apartment ; the giaoler Taeated his own far 
ihe aeeomniodation Qf the lady, and Hen- 
riquez was eondueted lo- one of the deepest 
dungeobs within the waUs^ where a$ the 
festening8 of the door were ioo seenre to 
aeed ihe prisoner being immediately ehain- 
ed, he was Ieft to rumiaate on the late 
dreadful eyents. 

Tillasantelle had aot iong beeu in 
{>os8ession of his dreary abode^ when he 
reealled to mind the eertainty he had felt 
( till so fatally convioced to the eontrary ) 
that Yietoria had been the priyaie yisitor 
of Don Lopez ; and whieh had been formed 
from. the similitude of tbeir persons» and 
Isabers wearin^ a eloak esaetly like the 
yery remarkable one worn eonstantly by 
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tiie Signora AltoDi : but of this garment a 
little reeolieetion led him to diseoyer tbe 
mystery. Oa his return to the palazzo di 
eambusea^ he found the apartment he had 
on his former Ytsit oeeupied^ had been ap« 
propriated to Stafford and Isabel ; and it 
now struek him, that he had^ in one of the 
eabinets of that ehamber^ deposited the 
tnantle of Yietoria^ on the night it eame 
into hts possession^ and doubted Bot but 
that Isabel finding it there, and seeing it 
totally unlike any thing she was aeeustomed 
io wear^ made use of it as a disgutse. 

Thoogh immured in a dungeon^ to 
whieh only a small grating at top admitted 
the breezes of heayen^ aeeused of the mur- 
der of a friend he sineerely loyed^ and with 
iseareely a hope of eseulpating himself from 
the eharge^ the seyerest pang that now 
wrun*g tbe heart of Henriquezj was the re- 
eoUeetion of the manuer in whieh he had> 
under the inAuenee of appearanees only, 
treated Yietoria in the gardens of the Cam«- 
busea palaee^ two mornings before« He 
reeolleeted tbe sweet and innoeent smile 
ihat beamed on her eountenanee when sbe 



TILLA8A1ITS££E, 301 

addr essed herseir fo him, uid execrated kis 

owa ineredulous foUy^ that had persisted 

ia wroaging the purity of her soul : he 

remeaibered the miid dignity with whieh 

she had explained her meeting with DoA 

Lopez that laoraiag, with ber deelaratioa 

ihiit had she esteemed, she'would haye left 

hiiii to hi» owa eoa^eetures^ eooTineed that 

honor would preveat his repeatiag his »us« 

pieioas) shbuld he erea entertaia aoy sueh ; 

and he imagiaed he would gladly eadure 

the moet paiaful death^ to be iaaoeeot of 

any oASeoee towards the woman he adored, 

AIl through tbe long aod dreary oight 

did Yillasantelle suAPer every agoo; of miod 

that his ritutttion aod ^ nieditatioo e?en to 

madness' might foe supposed to inflict, and 

-to whieh the Tery iaint beam of day tbat 

eould find its wajr* into bis dungeon gave 

not the least relief. About two hours after 

Henriquez had perceivcd the first approaeh 

of dawiij his prison Was entered by the 

gaoler foiIowed by two men^ one of wlfom 

bore a heavy ehain, with riiigs to receive 

the wrists and aneles^ and the other a strong 

rope, apparently io bind the prisoner should 
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|MltOIU 

Afl thote persons ^Nrere preparing to 
eseeute their purpose, Henrique8 hegan to 
remonstrate with the gaoler on the injue- 
iiee of loading a nuui with iroos who bad 
Aot been proved^iltj of any erime» with« 
out eveB any .'l^al iuTertigatidn of the eir- 
^mstanees whieh led conjeeture to esteem 
him eulpable ; more partieulariy wiieB no 
attemptto teseape had' been^ or eould be 
inade» .^om a flace so'Wdl seeured; but 
tbe maoi wbo bad already experienced the 
bouatj«of 4he Marquis Cambu8ca to pro- 
xure indulgenees for his brother, thought 
no meanft so Ukely io ensiure a seeond bribe 
as an appearanee of neeeasaiy severity ; aad 
the diaiins were thweibre k>oked upon the 
unfQrtunate Henriquezt who was again left 
in solitude and silenee. 

Isabel in the meantime had reeorered 
from her fits in a sufficient degree to inlbrm 
the gaoler, who aMiduously attended her, 
that sbe was the wife of the murdered gen« 
tleman^ and to derire to be immediately 
eondueted to a eonyent, as she had inter- 



Uy f 6ioIved ne^er more to enter the CaiD« 
iMiseii palMe r aad» by the inAoeaee of a 
yaluable ,gom whietr alie preeented td the 
gaoler» prevailed upon him to aeeomplmy 
her u aoM ai it was day to an obseure 
Mnvent «bout a inile from tiie eity, where 
Ae resokred 4o aeer ^ hertel^^ at least till 
the jearch ihe doubted not Henriqiiez wouhl 
eaMe to >be ^Mde fcur her, a» tiie aeeompUee 
<tf StaSord't murderer^ should be past. 

Con8cioui as Irabel wa« of the inno«» 
eenee of YilhuHuitelle^ and haying been 
eon?eyed fram the seene oi bloodshed in 
8 stale ef uiieiitibility, ihe had not the 
mort remote ides (iMKt he was eonAaed, 
ud eharged with the criineef Gri^ldTay to 
whieh she knew he had not been aeeesrary^ 
but in whieh she had no doubt he had or 
would implieate her. She therefore took 
eare to involve the gaoler in the offence 
ef conniving at aud assisting her eseape, 
before riie would venture to make any en* 
quiries about the last night's adventure ; 
and it was not ^ll she had reaehed the gate 
of the convent| that she demanded if the 
assassin had beenlaken ? 
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'' That he hu, Signara»'' replied fh« 
.gmoler^ '^ and he now lies fut boand in 
'' ehains in one of ihe lower dongeons of 
''nijcage." 

Isabel, whose partiality io Don Lopes 
did not render her insenaible to the weak 
Gowardiee of his disposition, no soon» 
heard that he (for she immediately eon-. 
elnded that he was the person in eaatoiy) 
was in prison» than ^he began to dread his 
aeeusing her as the aeeompliee of his gnilt ; 
and being perfect]y eonseious her own con« 
duet would serTe to substantiate his eYi- 
denee, she delajed not to propose terms to 
thegaoW for his immediate release» and 
so artfullj managed at onee his aTariee, 
and his fear of haying his eomiption dis- 
eorered, tbat be lefthferat the eouTent; 
promising that ^ght to set the supposed 
^sassin at libertj. 

Thus did the hardened and wilj Isa-> 
bel, while sbe tbougbt sbe was seeuring 
hersel/ from all dapger^ in proeuring the 
libertj of her murd^rous paramour» giTO 
freedom to tbe onlj person who eould de- 
eidedl j eriminate her ; sinee there needed 
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no more to convict her as being the aeeom* 
pliee of the assassin than the priee she paid 
for his liberation; and though this'eould 
liot be advanced by Don LfOpez^ yet it 
might by yillasantelle and his ^riends be 
easily turned against her^ by bringing her 
to a confe88ion of whom she meant to ex« 
trieate^ ^i^hilst she remained ignorant of the 
mistake. 

The dreadful night now eommemo-' 
rated^ did not pass more happily witii tbe 
remaining inhabitaDts of the palano di 
Gambusea, than with th«^ imprisoned Hen« 
riquez;^ Amongst the numerou^ speeta*^ 
torsof the latter part of the fatal seenet 
were some who^ knew the relatibnship Hen- 
riquez bore ta ihe Marqiiis»i as welt as the 
terms on whieh the unfortunate Stafford 
had been with the fami]y ; and they offi« 
eiously conveyed the intelligenee^ that the 
latter had been murdered by Villasantelle 
in an obseure house in the subutbs. 

'^ Henriquez is not«— -eamiot be" a mur- 
^'derert'' erelaimed the Marquis indig- 
nantly. '* The Signor and he went out 
^' amieably together ; but if Stafford is in- 
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«• deed dead, and has fallen bj the hand 
^Vof his friend^ their reneontre .must hare 
^^ beep an honorable one." , 

^' Your Eseelleney must pardon me ;" 
retumed the informer : ** I my8elf saw the 
** sword of the Signor Stafford shattered 
*' in its seabbard ; and^ after the wound 
^' he reeeiyed) he eould not have replaeed 
'' it there.'' 

^' But mj brotheri I am eertaint wore 
^ no sword»" 

The Marquis was proYed to haTe said 
tbis rather mala-piioposy for the intelli- 
ge]jicer instantly returned, ** He was not 
^' unarmed with a dagger or a stilettot 
'^ doubtless ; and he is therefore mpre paK 
" pably guilty of murder.** 

'' On what aeeountwas this quarrel 
'! supposedto have arisen ?*' saidthe Mar- 
qui8. 

^^ I haye already told your Excellency^ 
*' that it was about a lady^, the wife of the 
'' Signor Stafl&)rd/' 

^' On aeeount of Isabel !" eselaimed 
tbe Marquis wildty; '^ How kpow you 
•^ tbis ?'! 
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'^ She was present, my Lord. I saw 
'^ her covered with the blood of the mur- 
^' dered person, and in convuIsions/' . 

This information» though it 8erved in 
some measure ( m appearanee ) tb elueidate 
the mystery of this horrible affair, did not 
eause the Marquis the least surprise. Hc> 
had, from the time she beeame a resident in' 
his house, marked, with a steady eye» the 
eonduet of IsabeU Her eharaeter soon 
luifo1ded itself to his p^etrating mind ; he 
was convinced that^she was vain and light^ 
and he saw that the seeds of the greatest 
depravitjr lurked in her heart, though fae 
had not imagined they had ^o early blo^- 
somed aud already brought their fruit to 
perfection* 

He had long before suspeeted her of 
entertaining a partiality for Hentiquez ; 
but he fancied he perceived the horror it 
inspired, and on the innoeeaee of Y illasan- ^ 
telle respeeting ber, hei would witlingly 
have pledged his Iife; thou^, from tho' 
impetuous eharaeter of . StaSbrd^ he by 
no means doubted that he had^ on suspi^ 
eion alonei forced his ffiend to take the 
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eiianeA of ihe sword to prove himself guilt- 
less. 

The only eireuimtanee that rematned 
to be aeeounted for, was the manner of 
8tafford'8 death ; whieh the person wbo 
ealled himself a witness of the eondusioa 
of the affair9 persisted in deehiring had 
been eaused by the wound of a dagger or 
stiletto. 

At an early hour in the morning, the 
Marquis repaired to tbe prison, and de» 
manded of the gaoler (who w.as just re- 
turned from leaying Isabel at the eonyent ) 
permission to see Yillasantelle : whieh^ how- 
e^er^ was positiyely refused;. and, to the 
infinite astonishment of the Marquis, gold 
had no effect in proeuring him this indul* 
genee, 4nd he was obhg^d to be satisSed 
to reniain in suspense tiil noon^ when the 
gaoler injformed him^ Henriquez would be 
publiely examined. 

At noon^the Aoble (^ambusea did not 
fail to be in tbe hall ef jMtice ; but Hen- 
rique2 was not there : and wheui after wait- 
ing two houre^ be enquired if his young 
relatiye was not to be examined : he was 
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mformed ih%t the Judge had not reeeiyed 
ihe proper intimatioa ot his heing ia eu8«- 
tody; aud the whole of that day was there* 
fore appropriated to the hearing of bther 
eauset. Gertain ndw that he eould not 
see hii brother-ia-Iaw for four and twenty 
hourt more, the Marqui8 and the Gount 
Miranda^ who had aeeompanied him, re- 
turned with the neWs to the miierable Julia^ 
and almost equa1!y afflicted Leonora. 

It may probably be surmised that the 
delay in the esamination of Yillasantelle 
was owing to the honest gaoler» whieh was 
really the fiBict. 

It must be remembered that Iiabel 
had promised him a eonsiderable sum for 
fayoring the eseape of the assassin ; and 
on the way homewards» a thought darted 
aeross his mirid» whieh represented it as. 
not improbable that the liberty of his pri« 
soner might be proeured without his in«« 
terferenee : sinee, were he brought to a 
publie examination^ presumptiye^ beibg the 
only eyidenee i>£ his erime) it was npt un« 
likely that the powerfuI intiereession of his 
friend8 might obtain his immediate dis- 



eharge^ No\ir the .^kr bsd pronriae^ 
Imbel to lel tfae priaeoer Meiipe r ^' Aod^^ 
seid f hie eaMGienlidus ^ieraooag^ ^^ if he 
^, ii libertled by the d vJl pawrer^ I nmBt 
^i eitheir lose the re wafd» wUdi t certaialjr 
^ ahidl not do^ 6r eheat ifi idi8tre88e# lady.** 
* fieBriqiiez was, therdSire, deatined' t» 
iemain \d whide day in hb dungeoo. 

It'wka ai idieiile&t iioiir of midoig-h^^. 
when oo^^ aoiiod iaterr uptdd the ttillneBs of 
1fce prisoiit «Mept- now iBUdd then the elank- 
iog of a ehain, tlu^ aouoded doubly loud 
fiooin the &arromiding .qoietoes9^ or the 
wateh-word of the eentinels^ iG^OTOoi the 
g^er» with a lantem in his hand^ eotered 
tiie edQ4>f THIasantdlei and^ witbout say« 
iBga:word, begao deltberately to onloek 
the eheins froin his Saet. 

lIenrt4|Qez, wiio had beard that the 
exaimhaiions of the inquisition wtte beld 
atmidnight, and i«coli€|cted the aobtlety 
witb whieh the Judge wbo had tried him 
oo Miraoda's Aeeouot, had eodeam^ured ta 
betray biiD into deelariog heretiea] opioi* 
oos ; now laoeied he was liberated ooly to 
be brought befi>re tbat boriible tribuoal. 
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(wiiii^ still ia aeeret praetised ite ehielties} 
aiid remaiDed totaUy sileiit tiU GioTaiii had 
eompl^ed bis wdrk, whea he wat almort 
petrified by heariag lum proiioimee^ ^f Yon 
^' are at Uberty 1" 

«' At liberty r' he repeatedr/^Who 
*^ has giTen the order for my rriease?'* 

'' Why, Sipwt,'' said Oiorani, "^ that 
^ u a form Bometimeir dispented with, whett 
^ prisoaerg hapfett io be rkh aod genrerotts 
'^Bobles/* 

9 

'' But I am Do DoUe,'' retonMd yiUa- 
«anteUein astonishnient ; ^^ Neither hav« 
'^ you bad any proof that I am geaer^ui 
^'orrieb/' 

^^ ^t if a man'a friendg are digpoged 
^ to be geDeroiig for himi Signor," Mid 
Gioyanit with a gigniGeant nod. 

Heariquez immediately eoDduded that 
the Marquig Camhugca had paid a priee for 
hig freedom ; but the idea gave him no 
ple^ure, 

«' Alas r* gaid he to himgeK^ '' ig that 
'^ noble friend go eonyineed of my guiltt 
,^* that be tbiokg it Deeeggary to purchM€ 
•tf mj^Uberty?': 
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'^ Yoa are lueky » let me tell you, Sig« 
** aor," resumed GioTani^ in a low Toiee» 
9» he led Yillasaiitdle alemg the passages» 
** to haYO f4Niiid a generous rrirad» for had 
** jou not, two daj8 more would ha?e 
^* sheWn your eorease, oo the wheel^ Ul 
^^ ehough oir/' 

<< What !'' aaid Henriquez, '' without 
^' proof of my guiKi" 

^ Mariy, Signort ^ you . seem <o know 
^' but little of ju8tice : if sueh eyidenee as 
^' 18 against yoii would not eonriet a man 
^f .of miirder^ there had no oeed to he a 
f' pimbhmoit for it/' 

^' Why 80 ?" 

The raind dP yillasantene was uneon* 
«cioU6. €»f a erimei and horrw had oeieupied 
his facultie8^ till they beeame familiar to 
it ; and he eould thereibre que8ti<m Gio« 
vani with eomposure ; nay^ ^m be inter« 
eated in his answers. 

'' Beeause no person would eTer be 
^' 'proYed guilty of it*^' replied the gaoler 
bluntly* 

'' Do you then think that if it was no 
'^ longer treated as a erime^ murder would 



YILtASANTELLE. 313 

** eease to be eommitted ?*' enquired Yilla- 
santelle. 

'' No, Signor ; No. Men kill eaeh 
^ other in what you fine sparks eall ^ an 
'^ honorable eneounter with the sword/ yet 
•^ that is not rourder. You never heard 
^ of a noble being broken alive upon the 
^' wheel fof thnt.'* 

*' Then in what eonsists mt/ danger 
•* from the laws ?" demanded Henriquez. 
^ The utmost I am aeeu^ed, of is nothing 
^^ more." 

'* Bj St. Januarius, Signor, but it is ! 
'^ You forget that the broken sword tells 
'' a tale/' 

" What broken sword ? — What tale 
*' does it tell ?" eried Henriquez in tlie ut- 
most surprise ; for he had not noted the 
eireumstanee of Stafford's sword being shi v- 
ered, in his hasty entranee to the seene of 
his dishonor and death. 

Giovani made no reply; but made a 
sign to Yillasantelle to keep silenee, and 
seizing his arm^ hurried him along the 
guarded avenues of the prison, at Ihe same 
time shading the light. Wben they reaehed 
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tbe outer gate^ he stopped^ and gWing' 
Yillasantelle the long eloak that be himseLT 
i^ore^ to serye as a disguise> desired him to 
f epair to the eonyent of St Agnes, on the 
hill without the western entranee to the 
citj, wbere he would find the person who 
had proeured his freedom : and ebarging 
him to hasten thither^ he left him. 

Gioyani had given those direetions to 
Yillasantelle by the desire of Isabel, with 
whom he had the eyening before had a 
seeond interyiew : and Yillasantelle follow- 
ed them^ beeause he eoneeiyed they had 
been given by the Marquis Gambusea. 

When he reaehed the eonyent of St. 
Agnes, he.found the ehapel (whieh was a 
sanetuary) open^ and partly illuminated by 
several tapers that burned before the altar : 
but there was no light in the nave ; or not 
even a lamp in that part of the ehureh 
without the iron grating that separates the 
nuns from the persons who eome to hear 
mass. The eurtain whieh usually hangs 
before the grate, was in part undrawn ; 
and Henriquez^ on advancing and looking 
through the opening^ fancied no person 
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was in the ehapel : and haying satisGed 
bimself on this head^ was returning to the 
entranee^ to look whether the Marquis 
was eoming ; when a noise near the altar 
made him turn^ and again look through 
the grating. 

He now perceived that a female was 
kneeling tn one of the little reeesses near 
the attar. In the baek of it was a small 
statue of St. Agnes^ before whieh a lamp 
was burning ; a large book lay on a shelf 
formed bj the pedestal, and it was the shut* 
ing of this by the fair reader that had occa« 
Bioned the noise. 

She now arose from her knees^ and 
Henriquez obseryed that her. dress was 
partly seeular, and partl j that of a noyieiate 
nun ; but of the latter habit^ she seemed 
to have seleeted sueh parts only as were 
the best ealeulated to set off a fine Sgure. 

•* Oh yanity!" whispered Henriquez, 
'' What region is there where thy inAuenee 
'' in the female heart exists not?" 

The lady now turned towards the 
grate^ and gracefully raised the veil that 
eovered her face ; but what was the aston* 
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ishment of yillasantelle, when he beheld 
the beautiful feature8 of Isabel l At tbe 
same moment sbe knew him^ and was going 
to draw down her veil^ when an exela- 
mation from him of ^^ Isabel V* arrested her 
hand^ and threw her into a fit of trembling. 

Eaeh gazed on the other for some 
minutes in total silenee : Isabel was the 
first to reeoyer from her surprise^ and at* 
suming aU that softness whieb $he eould 
at will put on^ when tenderness or contri« 
tion was the part she had to perform : 

'' Ah ! Henriquez !*' seid ihe, '' I 
'' little expected sueh a yisitor in tbia re* 
'' treat ! I had hoped here to spend the 
'^ remainder of my days in peaee and pe« 
^' nitenee !'^ 

*' Penitenee^ Signora/* returned Hen* 
riquez in a tone_of steady reproof, but im- 
mediately melting into pity ; ^' Penitenee^ 
'^ Signora^ well beeomes you ; but will the 
^^ spirit of your murdered husband permit 
'^ you to taste repose ?" 

The ready tears that started from the 
eyes of the Syren weakened the resolution 
of Henriquez ; he intended to upbraid her 
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and to insist on knowing the late haunts 
of Don Lopez^ whieh he doubted not she 
was acquainted with; but he thought it 
would be unmanly to oppress an already 
afflicted female^ and was silent. 

But his silenee did not serve the pur- 
pose of Isabel^ who ardently desired to 
know what had brought him to the eon- 
vent ; and as ardently, that he should leave 
it before Don Lopez arrived : nor was she 
long deliberating before she found an expe- 
dient for gratifying her euriosity, 

Raising her tearful eyes to tliDse of 
Henriquez, she said humbly» 

'^ Villasantelle, I always knew you to 
^' be the best and most generous of men ; 
'' yet I eannot hope that the desire of see- 
^' ing me, alone brought you hither/' 

'' It did not, Isabel," he repHed,/' I 
'^ will not deceive you ; I wait here for the 
'^ Marquis Cambusca." 

" The Marquis Cambusca !" said Isa- 
bel, losing at onee all the.Ianguishing soft- 
ness of her manner. ^^ Cruel, periidious 
'' man ! you will then betray me to des- 
^' truetion ! — It wiirbe a rieh sacrifice to 
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*' your frozea heart, to see the Isabel de 
Sallada, whom at Seville you so often 
swore to loye, eondenined as the aeeonw 
'' pliee of a murderer !— -Sueh a stoie as 
*' tbou art will feel no pang to behold the 
'' form^ onee adored, mangled by a eommon 
*' eseeutioner !" 

There was a fierceness Aashing from 
the eyes of Isabel/~and a bold defiaace in 
her air^ as she pronouneed those words^ 
that made Yillasantelle turn from her with 
a detestation almost amounting to disgust, 
He made a few steps from the grate : a 
ereaking sound made him look baek^ and 
with the utroost astonishment he saw Isabel 
open a narrow door in the iron frame>worl( 
and enter the naYe of the ehureh. She 
8eized his handj and conjured him wildly 
to hear ber. 

^' Will you/' she eried, '^ swear to 
'^ proteet me^ if I deliyer up the assassin 
*' to you and justice ?" 

" What is it you say ?** exclaime4 
Heilriquez impatiently. *' Tell me instantly 
" where I may find the murderer of roy 
''friend?" 



YILLASAMTELLE. 319 

At this moment Tootsteps were heard 
without the ehapel ; and Isabel, in an ago« 
ny of fear, arrested the hasty steps Yilla* 
santelle was making towards the poreh, 
sayiog la a hurried Yoiee^ 

(< I every moment expect that Don 
^' Lopez will visit this plaee ! Remain here 
^' and forget not your promised proteetion 
'' of my person and liberty," 

Though the promTse had not been 
givent Yiliasantelle was too mueh agitated 
to observe tbe artful elaim of Isabel ; and 
being freed from her grasp, ran towards 
the poreh : but no person was to be seen 
through the dusk of reeeding night^ and 
every thing around the conventwas per* 
f6ctly still and quiet. 

When convinced that Don Lopeos was 
not immediately at hand^ Henriquez ad« 
vised Isabel again to retire within the grate^ 
whieh she did ; but left the door open, and 
sat down beneath the statue of SU Agnes. 

Yillasantelle in the mean. time^ with 
as silent steps as possible, traversed the 
ehureh to and fro ; his dagger^ whieh Gio* 
vani had restored to him^ was in his hand^ 
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prepared for defence^ should any be neees- 
sary in seizing the murderer. 

In this manner, near half an hour 
elapsed : Henriquez then went to the poreh 
and took his station withrn it in sueh a 
manner as not to be easil j perceived bj any 
person entering, though not eyen a passer 
bj eould eseape his yiew. The entranee 
to the ehureh fronted the east^ and Yilla- 
santelle^ in the most impatient suspense^ 
watehed the slowl j adyaneing dawn : bj 
degrees the sea^ late one pale grej surface, 
shone with a silverj brightness^ ezcept 
where the eastern promontorj opposite to 
him east a deeper shade than before^ eon- 
trasting the elear light purple of the hori« 
zon, A quarter of an hour elapsed; 
HeDriquez heard it struek bj several of 
the eloeks of the ehurehes in the citj be- 
neath where he was posted ; but no Lopez 
appeared^ and he almost fancied Isabel had 
deceived him. 

He returned to the ehapel, and saw 
her still sitting near the altar : he drew 
near the grate : '' The daj adyanees rapid* 
^' Ij !" said he with some perturbation.-— 
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f^ Isabel, i( you hftve deceived me!'*— *he 
paused : but she assured htm Bhe had not, 
and he returned dowa the church« 

Before> howeyer^ he oould reaeh the 
poreh^ he saw a man habited ia a hin^ 
eloak, euter the ehapel, and he spran^ for^ 
ward to meet hioi. The idea that it was 
Don Lopez^ entirely deprived him of pru» 
denee and reeolleetion^ and seising him by 
the throat^ he exclaimed^ ^' Assanin^ hold i" 

The mild, but firm voice of the Mar- 
qui8 Gambusea demanded the meaning of 
this outrage ; and Henriquez threw him- 
aelf on his neek entreating forgivenes8« 

Mutual^ but hasty and almost ineo- 
herent expIanations now took plaee^ and 
yillasantelle found that the Marquis^ Iiav- 
ing been informed by bribes and question8 
to Giovani, that Isabel w^ in the convent 
of St. Agnes^ had eome at the first dawn 
of day to see and speak to her« Henriquez 
had seareely related^ in a hurrying manner, 
the events of the last thirty hours, when 
the attention of both was drawn to a man 
who rushed into the ehapel with sueh pre« 
eipitation that he Ieft his doak hanging on 
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a hook thai had eaught it near the door^ 
and displayed to their yiew the person of 
Don Lopez de Grijalya. 

Henriquez, who was nearest to hiin^ 
instantly laid hold of him with his \etl 
hand, his right still grasping his dagger, 
whieh was proyidential for him^ as it served 
him to strike froln the hand of his oppo- 
nent the stilettothat would otherwise haye 
been buried in his bosom. 

Don Lopez seeing himserf foiled, and 
at the merey of his adyersary^ exclaimedv 
" The fortmie of the day is tbine !'' and 
threw hiroself upon the dagger of Hen^ 
riqu;ez whieh entered his heart. He sunk 
upon the payement, and on]y artieulating 
^' Goneeal my infamy £rom my Patheri ! *' 
expired without eyen a groan, 

Yillasantelle remained standing by the 
eorpse in a state of indeseribable eonster- 
nation^ while Isabel, who had adyaneed to 
the fatal spot^ seemed almost petrified with 
fear and horror. 

The Marquis gazed on the whole in 
silenee, but his aeute and penetrating mind^ 
whieh eould in a moment expand to ti^ke 
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ia a view of eonseguenees^ led him to 

'form a determination, hasty indeed^ but 

reasotiable. 

^' It is in vain/' said he to Henriquez, 

^' to stand musing on the fate of this un- 

happy wreteh^ whilst your own destiny 

is doub4ful. To expose his infamy^ or 

^' that of tbis pernieious Syren, would be 

'^ to no purpose, sinee it would fail to ex- 

'^ eulpate you from the eharge of StaATord's 

'' death. You must therefore !eave the 

^' Neapolitan dominions^ this night ; nor 

would I ^ounsel you again to enter the 

city« There is a house in the suburbs 

belonging to me^ whieh has been some 

time inhabited only by an old servant on* 

whose Adelity you may depend^ and there 

^' you may remain till night. 

*' For this lady," he turned as he 

spoke to Isabel^ who was gently retreating 

to the grate of the ehoir, and seized her 

arm, adding^ '^ For you^ Madam^ no pun« 

'^ ishment ean be too 8evere ; and I shall 

^' take upon myself to inflict a part of it. 

* 
'■ Do not conceive that you shall be at 

' ' liberty to make more mischief with that 
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^' fatal beauty : vou shall return with me 
^^ to my palaeo) aod o^aiima at lea^t the 
'^ appeareuee of mourning for your muT'^ 
^' dered husbaKid^ till I ean arrange your 
aSairs finally. 

Nay^ Madam^'' Gontioued the Mar-> 
quis^ more firmly gr^M»ping her arm> M^hieb 
she tried to withdraw, '^ you mwBt eorae 
iiistaiitly with us^ and as you yalue yonr 
life^ pponounee not a single word till' we 
reaeh Naples : thert I wiU be answer^ 
'^ able for your sileneei'* 

Isa^bel aaw herae]f eompeUed to sub^ 
mitf and suffered the Mar^uis quietly ia 
lead her from the ebureh : as they passed 
the spet where the eloak of Don Lopez 
badbeenoaughtsthe Madrquis tookiidown^ 
and wrapped i.t round his faif prtseaer^ 
whom be desired Yillasantelle to support 
(m the- other. side till they should reaeh the 
plaee of his destiaed ooBeealmrat* 

In this ord^ they deseended tbe hiU 
witbout meeting a single person ; and tbe 
suE was just rising: above tbe borizoni 
when the Marquis faaviDg eommitted his 
brother to the. eare of the good old Yas- 



que2> and promised to send him eyery thiog^ 
he eould want, by a trusty person^ took 
leaye of him^ and Btill ioondneting Isabel^^ 
hastened towards the Cambusca palaee* 

yiUasantelle had now leisure to rumi^ 
nate upon his strange and wayward des- 
tioy. He saw himself obliged to fly from 
friends he loyed^ and a eity he admired, 
branded with the title of a murderer^ and 
feeli4g that he was^ though unintention* 
ally^ the eause of the unprepared death of 
Lopez : he thought on the misery the fatal 
news would inflict on the. yenerable Baron 
de Gri^alya, and he \t^ildly eursed the day 
that had involved him iif sueh eomplieated 
mischief8. 

Nor was Yietoria at this painful mo- 
ment forgotten :. her image. haunted his 
fancy, and added anoiher link to^his ehain 
of mournful ideas^that almost redueed him 
to despair. CouId he quit Naples without 
taking a last leaye of her ? was the qucs- 
tion he asked his heart ; and it replied that 
it would be worse than death to him. But. 
he eould not hope to see her ; and there« 
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fere^ with a trembling hand^ wrote the foI- 
lowing billet^ to send to her by the Mar- 
qui8*s promised messenger, 

'^ To Hetoria, 
^' From the .fijrsi moment that I beheld 
you, mylieartlias nererlost the impres- 
81 on you made on it ! This^ 'Signora^ I 
have often repeated to jou^ and you liaye 
eruelly affected to disbelieve me. But I 
'^ am no deceiver^ and least of all would I 
^' dare to pronounee a faIshood to you. 
^' Tietoria, I know nbt what I writel I 
*' am destined to bid you an eternal adieu ; 
and the eertainty that I must do so^ 1>e- 
wilders mj senses« A few days sinee all 
'' my hopes were eentred in ealTing you 
mine for ever ; bul a fatal deeeption 
made me behave to you in a manner that 
'' I fear you ean never forgive. Your par- 
don, Victoria, is all I now desire !— 
^iserable as I feel mjsclf. from the 
^ srtgma that blasts mj fame, and in the 
^^•eonseiotisness (hat my hands, though 
J ninoeently, we stained with blood, I 
^uW not desire jou to share mj fate. 
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*' Adieu theii) dear and inestimable 
^ y ietoria ! we shall meet uo more ; sinee 
^' I am'for ot^ esiled fromthe land where 
^' the office of the Count Altoni must de- 
'^ tain you peobably during: life. I desire 
only to be forgiven ; and then> if it must 
be soj be /orgotten, by. Yietoria, 

" Henri%u£z/^ 

Yillasantelle had seareely. eoneluded 
this^ineoherent billet, whieh he wished to« 
re-write, when he was obliged (inadequate* 
as>it was to conveying an idea of his feel« 
iiigs) to dispateb it : and from the moment 
he lost sight of the person to whom he 
gaye it^ his impatiebee to reeei ve ao ans'wer * 
was boundless and. almost ago&izing. He 
t£aversed everj( apartment. of ttm solitary 
mansion to whieh he was eonSned, in hopes 
to meet. with* something that by. amusing 
him migbt kssen his anxiety . But nothing 
eould be more eompletely uninteresting^ 
tban a suite of large gloomy apartments^ . 
without furniture^ and fi]led with unwhot- 
some vapours, owing to dampness^ and.be* 
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ing long sbut up. Yet to thMe A&hibers 
he was g1ifd te Ktreat^ to ayeid ttie 4m|ibr- 
tunities of yasquez to oblige kiM'ie eat of 
Ihe delieaeies sent by ths Mnr^U^ whieh 
he woald not himself Tenture ,ta teOieh. 

A great part of Ihe day was «pent in 
this manner ; and it was not till neMr even« 
ing that a messenger arriyed^ who only 
stayed to deliyer the foUowiog biliet to 
Villasantelle : ^ - . . 

*' Tp Benrique% de YiltasanUlUm 

No, onkind Henriquez ! not ^oT" 
goittn!** Ewn thougii you^hould* fae 
cf uel enough to ^desire it, yowr temrai* 
beanee must eyer be dear to Yietoria***^ 
^^Thisr is.no seatem Cor a prudish: aOeeta'» 
'^ tion of indiSerenee r' jou tell me you are 
miserable, in the same moment that you 
profe88 to loye me ! That I hate neyer 
doubted tbe sineerity of the pro&ssions 
you haye hitherto made» kt this . I^ter 
eonyinee you* Your heart, I haye tck> 
^' long eoa&idered as my deairest treasure, 
'' not to be perfectly acqu9iD(ed with its 
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'* Yirtues, and they no w eall for an exer- 
*' tion on my part» My father, who li:ves 
but in my happinessy permits me to offer 
you my handy and witb it the fortune 
^' oS the late Elvira Gambusea and his 
own. They are ample— «but why do I 
mentioD fortune to my Henriquez^ whom 
" I know to bei^uperiorto every meree- 
nary thMght-! Wbikt you eontinued 
happy in the ^ bosom of your family and 
'^ friends, I eoneealed mt^ real sentiments 
from you^ beeause I wished you to be 
better ftequainted with your own before 
^^ your destiny was deeided by marriage : 
'^ noWf . it would be ungenerous in me 
'' longer to dissemble;- 

^^ I have been informed of the circumv 
'^ stanees that oblige you to leave Naples ; 
'* but the Count Altoni assures me you 
'^ will ineur no danger by eoming an houe 
'' before dark to the ehureh of the St. 
Theresa : he will meet you there aGcom«. 
paoied by a friend. . 

*' Adieu ^ - 

'^ VlCT0RFA*'* 

2f 3 
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Notbiog eoald exceed the rapture with 
ifrhich Heiirtquez perused thia artless tes^- 
4imoiiy of the affectfo» of Yietoria^ ft 
htougbt her image more sfironglj than ever 
to his imagpoatioiit. deeked with a thousand 
graees he bad<iiever before imaginied she 
possessed ! He £»iici6d he beheld her nb 
longer the Srigid monitor df bis lo^e^ bot 
glowiag with equal • tenderness. ; and he 
ehid the tard/ sun« for not instantky sint- 
ing beneath the waTes, that he might fly 
to his {tppotntiuent with Goui^: Aitooi and 
his frimd : Ah ! ^uldthat trieBd be Yie. 
toria herself l Tbe thought wajs ttoo mueh 
*fpr his prudenee^ and tbougb it was^ yet au 
hour till sun-set^ h^ immediately flew to 
the St. Theeesi. : ; - - 

He had not espeeted to fifnd tfa9€ount 
alreody theroy so was. not disappointed^ t6 
see tbat the ohur ch was entireiy. emply : 
he bad fancied tbat the tirae would pasft 
less tardily if he was in a plaee where he 
had dver seen Yietoria^ and ther^MTO )re* 
/ paired to the St Theresa ; but now he 
imagined be should not haye suiTered sueb 
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agOBtiing iinpatieaee^ had he remained qui<^ 
4tly iD the abode of Vaftquer : but. eould 
tiot re&olve to return thither, sinee eyery 
foot8iep that he heard without the ehureh, 
he fiiacied mast be that of tbe Coiint« 

Whilst Henriquez was thus torment- 
jttg hiaiself with ^ain hopes, a prrest eame 
from the eloisters into the ehureh^ and 
eiviUj salttted hiin as he passed : HenTiquez 
.demaaded the hour of tbe dajr. 

The evening is just atthe elose^ my 
Son"** replied the priest.- " I go to the 
'^' oelebration of vespers.'* 

'' Ar« they not by far later than usuaT, 
** Father.?'* 

^* Noj my Son- It wantis yet ten mi- 
^^ nutes of the u«ual time; Yodder'dloek 
'^ ha» aot yet stniek ihe hoar of prayer.** 

y illasaatane looked up to the eloek 
-to whieh the Pather pointedj and saw that 
Jbe was right : he had made this obserya- 
tion before9 but fancied it impos^ible that 
the hands were in motion. 

At; length the vesper seryiee ( the most 
todious Uefiriquez ihought he had ever 
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heard ) eooeludedy and the ehureh was d^ 
serted by all but hiitiselT and the priest^^ 
who after saying a private prayer of some 
lengthy seated hini8elf near the altar^ ia 
apparent expectation. yillasantelle eon^» 
tinued to paee up.and down the aisle^ tiil 
suddenly turning towards the great en^ 
tranee^ he pereei^ed that he had been going 
from those be so ardently desired io meet> 
for the Gount Alioni,..leading:his daughtep, 
was already in tbe middle of the ehureh. 

Henriquez flew towards thlem^ and 
8eizing the hand of the Gount^. pressed it 
to his lips : at the same. instant Yietoria 
threw up her yei\, and^ smiling^ extended 
her's to him :. She was no longer frigid and 
reseryed ; but her eheek Aushed by the 
emotions of her heart^ and her eyes beam^ 
ing with tendern^Sy she repelled not the 
embraee of her loyer^ who, eaeouraged by 
the saftaess o£ her smile^ ela^ped her in 
his arms. 

The soul of Yietoria was devoid-'of 
passion^ but it was the seat of eyery gentle 
affection : delieaey had indueed ber to eoor 



tbal lier HitkmemU af regard Irom Hen- 
tupkn^ bui) &ayidg bB<ie ayowed them^ she 
410 loager toiigiit to syp|^t-e«s the emotidiis 
sfie did aot bludi to feel« 

Ue|RriqAesi was ' Iraiiaported ; birt he 
^ad neyer felt troer yeAeration /Sf>r Victorta 
aiBn ot the liiomewt ^hea "^tolding ber to 
'lii& ii^arit^ he fdt the sott ptesMire of her 
lips/ Tb^ Goittit'Wag efitirelj Ibrgotteii by 
1>bth, iill his mehiMhoIy stod Mruehmg re» 
petitioa df tbe name of £ilvira remifH3ed 
ilieih that tiheir bappineM must reeall a 
ihousaad pangs to the beart-of tbe yene« 
'rabie Altoni, aaid 8S3f by hJiituar eodsent» 
iorbbse ta- m«ke him a ^M^itmms of its tAm 
pressioii» 

itbe K6\miy embraeing eaoh in tbrn : ^' My 

- '^ noMe Henriquex ! My sweet Y ietoria ! 

t '' roay y« for eyer be blest t-^YiIlasantelle^ 

*^' take tbi« iotstimable a^ature ! She is 

'' Uie last treasure of an unbappy tatther^ 

^^ aod he eoiisigns bpr to you : beware 

*' bow yott enoriase bis^ misery by obligin^ 

,'^ kim to repent ki$ eo^Sdenee !''. 
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The Couat now geotly. led his loyely 
ebild to the altar, before which.the priest 
had agaia koelt: the sigdal was uader«- 
stood by Yillasantelle, who still held the 
hand of Yietoriayand in silent respee^ they 
waited till the priest had eonekided' h» 
devotions» The Signora leaned on the 
shoulder of her parent^ till i^alled upon by 
the holy man^ \ and then eolleeting all hear 
Arniness and eomposure» a few minutas 
made her the wiie of Y illasantelle. 

As soon as the nuptial benedietion 
was pronouneed^ the Count eondueted the 
youtbf4ir pak ta a eanriage tbat waiied at 
the entranee of the ehureh : they all got 
into it and it droTe away* Henriquez was 
too mueh oeeupied by hiii transports at 
Snding himself by the side o£ hi0.bdoyed 
Yietoria^ never more to leave her^ to reeol- 
leet that he was obliged to fly from Naples^ 
or to otiser^ tbat the earriage proeeeded 
along the streets leadiog ta the Cambusca 
paliEuee. Yietoria^ however, mentioned it 
ta her ^ather^ glaneing her eyes at the same 
time towards HenriqueZ|. with a sort of 
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learful espression in them that proved the 
meaniag of her remark. 

'* The eoaehmaiit my Love/' replied 
the Gouiit) *' proeieeds by my direetions : 
^' but be not apprehensi^e for the safety 
^' of our bek)ved Y illa«antelle 1 He ts no 
'^ longer amenable to tbe poliee of Naples. 
^* Be not surprised, my dear Hen- 
rique2,'' eontinued the venerabte Count ; 
The villai^ Lqpez servived the death 
ji>u thought «ertain long eDOiigh, before 
'both 4he holy fathers of St. Agnes, to 
roake a solemn deelaration of your inno- 
•eenee of any design to take his life. He 
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^* has also confessed the murder of the ill- 
" fated St&ffbrd ; from any share in the 
^' guiit of ^rhieh^ he even exculpated IsabeK 
'^ Unfortunate woman ! Her spirit seems 
^' mueh broken by the late horrid events ; 
'' but unless she ean be reealled to a sense 
^' of rellgion she has long lost, her fate in 
'^ the fiext world will not I fear be happier 
^ than in this." 

As the Couirt eoneluded the last sen- 
tenee^ the earriage «topped at the gate of 
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tlie pa]azso di C9|ablisca> ^t^bere 1fae Mw-« 
qui8> i¥ho was the confidaiit of the inten- 
ttoaK-o^ eount Altom» waited to reeeiye 
theui, and to eonduet thrai to their es- 
peetiog frieiids^ who were ahready ac«' 
quaifited with the marnage of YillaaaiiteUe 
and Yietoria. 

The deep xo4mmm% that. &e €ouiit 
Mirutda aad LeiMoiora wore for.their rda-* 
tiye> StajBfbrdj whose eorpse had i3nXj t&at 
moniiag beeu iater red, presireiited atiyap« 
pearaoee 5f ^fe3(iyi^ ia IhemabaidiL wbdre' 
they were |^qk»^ hut the party weee not' 
ihe le^s happy tieeailse the puUie espees-* 
sion of tbeif |eiy was thus ibrbiddem Of 
the whole groupi Henriquez.was the only 
one wbo had. heen attaehed ta. StnSbrd ; 
but his thoughtsi seLdiom wandinred.towaeda' 
biBi duriog thg atttin^ wbkK wHs deeid-' 
cAy tbe ilal^piest e^ :hi9:itfe. 

Ota the fl>ll0wtng HMaruih^ Isabel ^*^ 
m&iA her desira of retind^ to.a eonyent, 
in whieh np person took ffae trouble/ of^ 
opposbig het^ 'and sbe rbpatredto ti^t of 
St. Thereui. H»re the.«rgBaaQ&ttt3>of ihe^ 
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fa(her confessor« and the persuasions of 
the nuns soon restored ber to a sense of 
the comforts of the religion she bad long 
sinee eeased to eonsider as rnore than a jesf. 
But as the most determined unbelieyers 
beeome (if onee converted) the mostout- 
rageous bigots, she tbougbt the order of 
St. Theresa mueh too mild a one^ and took 
the veil in the convent of one of the se» 
Yerest Orders in Italy. 

Tbis step gave the greatest satisfac- 
tionto tbe Gount Miranda^ who while sbe 
remained at large was in eontinual dread 
of ber bringing still deeper disgraee oq 
tbe name bis Leonora bad onee borne ; and 
after ber seelusion eased bim of tbose fears^ 
be never knew an uneasy moment^ till bia 
adored wife was 8eized witb tbe illness of 
wbieb, in tbe tbirty-seeond year of their 
unioD^ sbe died; leaving tbree sons^ tbe 
eldest of wbom, in sis moi)tb8 a^terwardsy 
sueeeeded to tbe title and fortune of hia 
fatber. 

Tbe Marqui8 Gambusea and bis ami- 
able Julia neTer being blessed witb ebil- 
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dreo, adopted ooe of the daughters of 

HeDriquez and Yietoria, whom thej both 

lived to see uoited to the seeond soo of 
CouDt Miranda. 

During a loDg aud prosperous li^e^ 

the attaehmeDt of YillasaDtelle to his Vic-: 

toria, Dever koew dimuuitioD; nor did their 

happioess suffer the least iDterruption, ex- 

eept from the deeease of 'old frieods^ the 

Arst of whom was the GouDt Altooi^ wbo 

rejoiDed his Elvira within two years after 

he had seeo his beloved Yietoria^ the eoa- 

teoted wife of Heoriquex de yillasaotelle. 
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